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P> Passage One

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

There are good reasons to be troubled by the violence that spreads throughout the media.
Movies, television and video games are full of gunplay and bloodshed, and one might reasonably
ask what’s wrong with a society that presents videos of domestic violence as entertainment.

Most researchers agree that the causes of real-world violence are complex. A 1993 study by the
US National Academy of Sciences listed “biological, individual, family, peer, school, and commu-
nity factors™ as all playing their parts.

Viewing abnormally large amounts of violent television and video games may well contribute
to violent behavior in certain individuals. The trouble comes when researchers downplay uncertain-
ties in their studies or overstate the case for causality (K3 5 &). Skeptics were dismayed several
years ago when a group of societies including the American Medical Association tried to end the
debate by issuing a joint statement: “At this time, well over 1,000 studies ... point overwhelmingly
to a causal connection between media violence and aggressive behavior in some children. ”

Freedom-of-speech advocates accused the societies of catering to politicians, and even disputed
the number of studies (most were review articles and essays, they said). When Jonathan Freedman,
a social psychologist at the University of Toronto, reviewed the literature, he found only 200 or so
studies of television-watching and aggression. And when he weeded out “the most doubtful measures
of aggression”, only 28% supported a connection.

The critical point here is causality. The alarmists say they have proved that violent media cause
aggression. But the assumptions behind their observations need to be examined. When labeling games
as violent or non-violent, should a hero eating a ghost really be counted as a violent event? And when
experimenters record the time it takes game players to read “aggressive” or “non-aggressive” words
from a list, can we be sure what they are actually measuring? The intent of the new Harvard Center on
Media and Child Health to collect and standardize studies of media violence in order to compare their
methodologies, assumptions and conclusions is an important step in the right direction.

Another appropriate step would be to tone down the criticism until we know more. Several
researchers write, speak and testify quite a lot on the threat posed by violence in the media. That is,
of course, their privilege. But when doing so, they often come out with statements that the matter
has now been settled, drawing criticism from colleagues. In response, the alarmists accuse critics
and news reporters of being deceived by the entertainment industry. Such clashes help neither
science nor society. (427 words)
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Why is there so much violence shown in movies, TV and video games?

A) There is a lot of violence in the real world today.

B) Something has gone wrong with today’s society.

C) Many people are fond of gunplay and bloodshed.

D) Showing violence is thought to be entertaining.

What is the skeptics’ (Line 3, Para. 3) view of media violence?

A) Violence on television is a fairly accurate reflection of real-world life.
B) Most studies exaggerate the effect of media violence on the viewers.

C) A causal relationship exists between media and real-world violence.

D) The influence of media violence on children has been underestimated.
The author uses the term “alarmists” (Line 1, Para. 5) to refer to those who
A) use standardized measurements in the studies of media violence

B) initjated the debate over the influence of violent media on reality

C) assert a direct link between violent media and aggressive behavior

D) use appropriate methodology in examining aggressive behavior

In refuting the alarmists, the author advances his argument by first challenging
A) the source and amount of their data

B) the targets of their observation

C) their system of measurement

D) their definition of violence

What does the author think of the debate concerning the relationship between the media and
violence?

A) More studies should be conducted before conclusions are drawn.

B) It should come to an end since the matter has now been settled.

C) The past studies in this field have proved to be misleading.

D) He more than agrees with the views held by the alarmists.

»» Passage Two

Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

You’re in trouble if you have to buy your own brand-name prescription drugs. Over the past

decade, prices leaped by more than double the inflation rate. Treatments for chronic conditions can

easily top $2,000 a month — no wonder that one in four Americans can’t afford to fill their

prescriptions. The solution? A hearty chorus of “O Canada.” North of the border, where price

controls reign, those same brand-name drugs cost 50% to 80% less.

The Canadian option is fast becoming a political wake-up call. “If our neighbors can buy drugs

at reasonable prices, why can’t we?” Even to whisper that thought provokes anger. “Un-American!”

And — the propagandists’ trump card (T-F) — “Wreck our brilliant health-care system. ” Supersize
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drug prices, they claim, fund the research that sparks the next generation of wonder drugs. No sky-
high drug price today, no cure for cancer tomorrow. So shut up and pay up.

Common sense tells you that’s a false alternative. The reward for finding, say, a cancer cure is
so huge that no one’s going to hang it up. Nevertheless, if Canada-level pricing came to the United
States, the industry’s profit margins would drop and the pace of new-drug development would slow.
Here lies the American dilemma. Who is all this splendid medicine for? Should our healthcare
system continue its drive toward the best of the best, even though rising numbers of patients can’t
afford it? Or should we direct our wealth toward letting everyone in on today’s level of care?
Measured by saved lives, the latter is almost certainly the better course.

To defend their profits, the drug companies have warned Canadian wholeselers and pharmacies
(Z48) not to sell to Americans by mail, and are cutting back supplies to those who dare.

Meanwhile, the administration is playing the fear card. Officials from the Food and Drug
Administration will argue that Canadian drugs might be fake, mishandled, or even a potential threat
to life.

Do bad drugs fly around the Internet? Sure — and the more we look, the more we’ll find. But I
haven’t heard of any raging epidemics among the hundreds of thousands of people buying cross-border.

Most users of prescription drugs don’t worry about costs a lot. They’re sheltered by employee
insurance, owing just a $20 co-pay. The financial blows rain, instead, on the uninsured, especially
the chronically ill who need expensive drugs to live. This group will still include middle-income
seniors on Medicare, who’ll have to dig deeply into their pockets before getting much from the new
drug benefit that starts in 2006. (423 words)

26. What is said about the consequence of the rocketing drug prices in the US?
A) A quarter of Americans can’t afford their prescription drugs.
B) Many Americans can’t afford to see a doctor when they fall ill.
C) Many Americans have to go to Canada to get medical treatment.
D) The inflation rate has been more than doubled over the years.
27. It can be inferred that America can follow the Canadian model and curb its soaring drug
prices by .
A) encouraging people to buy prescription drugs online
B) extending medical insurance to all its citizens
C) importing low-price prescription drugs from Canada
D) exercising price control on brand-name drugs
28. How do propagandists argue for the US drug pricing policy?
A) Low prices will affect the quality of medicines in America.
B) High prices are essential to funding research on new drugs.
C) Low prices will bring about the anger of drug manufacturers.
D) High-price drugs are indispensable in curing chronic diseases.
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29. What should be the priority of America’s health-care system according to the author?
A) To resolve the dilemma in the health-care system.
B) To maintain America’s lead in the drug industry.
C) To allow the vast majority to enjoy its benefits.
D) To quicken the pace of new drug development.
30. What are American drug companies doing to protect their high profits?
A) Labeling drugs bought from Canada as being fakes.
B) Threatening to cut back funding for new drug research.
C) Reducing supplies to uncooperative Canadian pharmacies.
D) Attributing the raging epidémics to the ineffectiveness of Canadian drugs.

»» Passage Three

Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

Age has its privileges in America, and one of the more prominent of them is the senior citizen
discount. Anyone who has reached a certain age — in some cases as low as 55 — is automatically
entitled to a dazzling array of price reductions at nearly every level of commercial life. Eligibility is
determined not by one’s need but by the date on one’s birth certificate. Practically unheard of a
generation ago, the discounts have become a routine part of many businesses — as common as
color televisions in motel rooms and free coffee on airliners.

People with gray hair are often given the discounts without even asking for them; yet, millions
of Americans above age 60 are healthy and solvent (45 37 { §E 771#). Businesses that would never
dare offer discounts to college students or anyone under 30 freely offer them to older Americans.
The practice is acceptable because of the widespread belief that “elderly” and “needy” are
synonymous ([5] S ). Perhaps that once was true, but today elderly Americans as a group have a
lower poverty rate than the rest of the population. To be sure, there is economic diversity within the
elderly, and many older Americans are poor. But most of them aren’t.

It is impossible to determine the impact of the discounts on individual companies. For many
firms, they are a stimulus to revenue. But in other cases the discounts are given at the expense,
directly or indirectly, of younger Americans. Moreover, they are a direct irritant in what some
politicians and scholars see as a coming conflict between the generations.

Generational tensions are being fueled by continuing debate over Social Security benefits,
which mostly involves a transfer of resources from the young to the old. Employment is another
sore point. Buoyed (574¥) by laws and court decisions, more and more older Americans are declin-
ing the retirement dinner in favor of staying on the job — thereby lessening employment and
promotion opportunities for younger workers.

Far from a kind of charity they once were, senior citizen discounts have become a formidable
economic privilege to a group with millions of members who don’t need them.
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It no longer makes sense to treat the elderly as a single group whose economic needs deserve

_priority over those of others. Senior citizen discounts only enhance the myth that older people can’t

take care of themselves and need special treatment; and they threaten the creation of a new myth,

that the elderly are ungrateful and taking for themselves at the expense of children and other age

groups. Senior citizen discounts are the essence of the very thing older Americans are fighting

against — discrimination by age. (428 words)

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

We learn from the first paragraph that

A) offering senior citizens discounts has become routine commercial practice

B) senior citizen discounts have enabled many old people to live a decent life

C) giving senior citizens discounts has boosted the market for the elderly

D) senior citizens have to show their birth certificates to get a discount

What assumption lies behind the practice of senior citizen discounts?

A) Businesses, having made a lot of profits, should do something for society in return.
B) Old people are entitled to special treatment for the contribution they made to society.
C) The elderly, being financially underprivileged, need humane help from society.

D) Senior citizen discounts can make up for the inadequacy of the Social Security system.
According to some politicians and scholars, senior citizen discounts will

A) make old people even more dependent on society

B) intensify conflicts between the young and the old

C) have adverse financial impact on business companies

D) bring a marked increase in the companies’ revenues

How does the author view the Social Security system?

A) It encourages elderly people to retire in time.

B) It opens up broad career prospects for young people.

C) It benefits the old at the expense of the young.

D) It should be reinforced by laws and court decisions.

Which of the following best summarizes the author’s main argument?

A) Senior citizens should fight hard against age discrimination.

B) The elderly are selfish and taking senior discounts for granted.

C) Priority should be given to the economic needs of senior citizens.

D) Senior citizen discounts may well be a type of age discrimination.

»» Passage Four

Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

In 1854 my great-grandfather, Morris Marable, was sold on an auction block in Georgia for

$500. For his white slave master, the sale was just “business as usual.” But to Morris Marable and
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his heirs, slavery was a crime against our humanity. This pattern of human rights violations against
enslaved African-Americans continued under racial segregation for nearly another century.

The fundamental problem of American democracy in the 21st century is the problem of
“structural racism™: the deep patterns of socio-economic inequality and accumulated disadvantage
that are coded by race, and constantly justified in public speeches by both racist stereotypes and
white indifference. Do Americans have the capacity and vision to remove these structural barriers
that deny democratic rights and opportunities to millions of their fellow citizens?

This country has previously witnessed two great struggles to achieve a truly multicultural
democracy.

The First Reconstruction (1865—1877) ended slavery and briefly gave black men voting rights,
but gave no meaningful compensation for two centuries of unpaid labor. The promise of “40 acres
and a mule (38 1)” was for most blacks a dream deferred (3% R SEFLH).

The Second Reconstruction (1954--1968), or the modern civil rights movement, ended legal
segregation in public accommodations and gave blacks voting rights. But these successes paradoxi-
cally obscure the tremendous human costs of historically accumulated disadvantage that remain
central to black Americans’ lives.

The disproportionate wealth that most whites enjoy today was first constructed from centuries
of unpaid black labor. Many white institutions, including some leading universities, insurance com-
panies and banks, profited from slavery. This pattern of white privilege and black inequality contin-
ues today.

Demanding reparations (%) is not just about compensation for slavery and segregation. It is,
more important, an educational campaign to highlight the contemporary reality of “racial deficits”
of all kinds, the unequal conditions that impact blacks regardless of class. Structural racism’s barri-
ers include “equity inequality,” the absence of black capital formation that is a direct consequence
of America’s history. One third of all black households actually have negative net wealth. In 1998
the typical black family’s net wealth was $16,400, less than one fifth that of white families. Black
families are denied home loans at twice the rate of whites.

Blacks remain the last hired and first fired during recessions. During the 199091 recession,
African-Americans suffered disproportionately. At Coca-Cola, 42 percent of employees who lost
their jobs were blacks. At Sears, 54 percent were black. Blacks have significantly shorter life spans,
in part due to racism in the health establishment. Blacks are statistically less likely than whites to be
referred for kidney transplants or early-stage cancer surgery. (433 words)

36. To the author, the auction of his great-grandfather is a typical example of
A) crime against humanity
B) unfair business transaction
C) racial conflicts in Georgia
D) racial segregation in America
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37. The barrier to democracy in 21st century America is
A) widespread use of racist stereotypes
B) prejudice against minority groups
C) deep-rooted socio-economic inequality
D) denial of legal rights to ordinary blacks
38. What problem remains unsolved in the two Reconstructions?
A) Differences between races are deliberately obscured.
B) The blacks are not compensated for their unpaid labor.
C) There is no guarantee for blacks to exercise their rights.
D) The interests of blacks are not protected by law.
39, It is clear that the wealth enjoyed by most whites |
A) has resulted from business successes over the years
B) has been accompanied by black capital formation
C) has derived from sizable investments in education
D) has been accumulated from generations of slavery
40. What does the author think of the current situation regarding racial discrimination?
A) Racism is not a major obstacle to blacks’ employment.
B) Inequality of many kinds remains virtually untouched.
C) A major step has been taken towards reparations.
D) Little has been done to ensure blacks” civil rights.
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»» Passage One

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

Too many vulnerable child-free adults are being ruthlessly (Jo/# ) manipulated into parent-
hood by their parents, who think that happiness among older people depends on having a grand-
child to spoil. We need an organization to help beat down the persistent campaigns of grandchildless
parents. It’s time to establish Planned Grandparenthood, which would have many global and local
benefits.

Part of its mission would be to promote the risks and realities associated with being a
grandparent. The staff would include depressed grandparents who would explain how grandkids
break lamps, bite, scream and kick. Others would detail how an hour of baby-sitting often turns into
a crying marathon. More grandparents would testify that they had to pay for their grandchild’s
expensive college education.

Planned grandparenthood’s carefully written literature would detail all the joys of life grand-
child-free a calm living room, extra money for luxuries during the golden years, etc. Potential
grandparents would be reminded that, without grandchildren around, it’s possible to have a
conversation with your kids, who — incidentally — would have more time for their own parents.

Meanwhile, most children are vulnerable to the enormous influence exerted by grandchildless
parents aiming to persuade their kids to produce children. They will take a call from a persistent
parent, even if they’re loaded with works. In addition, some parents make handsome money offers
payable upon the grandchild’s birth. Sometimes these gifts not only cover expenses associated with
the infant’s birth, but extras, too, like a vacation. In any case, cash gifts can weaken the resolve of even
the noblest person.

At Planned Grandparenthood, children targeted by their parents to reproduce could obtain
non-biased information about the insanity of having their own kids. The catastrophic psychological
and economic costs of childbearing would be emphasized. The symptoms of morning sickness
would be listed and horrors of childbirth pictured. A monthly newsletter would contain stories
about overwhelmed parents and offer guidance on how childless adults can respond to the different
lobbying tactics that would-be grandparents employ.

When 1 think about all the problems of our overpopulated world and look at our boy grabbing
at the lamp by the sofa, I wish I could have turned to Planned Grandparenthood when my parents
were putting the grandchild squeeze on me.

If I could have, I might not be in this parenthood predicament (3F15). But here’s the crazy irony,
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I don’t want my child-free life back. Dylan’s too much fun. (403 words)

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

What’s the purpose of the proposed organization Planned Grandparenthood?

A) To encourage childless couples to have children.

B) To provide facilities and services for grandchildless parents.

C) To offer counseling to people on how to raise grandchildren.

D) To discourage people from insisting on havfng grandchildren.

Planned Grandparenthood would include depressed grandparents on its staff in order to

A) show them the joys of life grandparents may have in raising grandchildren

B) draw attention to the troubles and difficulties grandchildren may cause

C) share their experience in raising grandchildren in a more scientific way

D) help raise funds to cover the high expense of education for grandchildren

According to the passage, some couples may eventually choose to have children because

A) they find it hard to resist the carrot-and-stick approach of their parents
B) they have learn from other parents about the joys of having children
C) they feel more and more lonely ad they grow older

D) they have found it irrational to remain childless

By saying “... my parents were putting the grandchild squeeze on me” (Lines 2—3, Para. 6),
the author means that

A) her parents kept pressuring her to have a child

B) her parents liked to have a grandchild in their arms

C) her parents asked her to save for the expenses of raising a child

D) her parents kept blame her for her child’s bad behavior

What does the author really think of the idea of having child?

A) It does more harm than good.

B) It contributes to overpopulation.

C) It is troublesome but rewarding.

D) It is a psychological catastrophe.

P> Passage Two

Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

Ask most people how they define the American Dream and chances are they’ll say, “Success.” The

dream of individual opportunity has been home in American since Europeans discovered a “new

world” in the Western Hemisphere. Early immigrants like Hector St Jean de Crevecoeur praised

highly the freedom and opportunity to be found in this new land. His glowing descriptions of a

13



