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Bamboo Carving —— An Orchid in Art Flower Garden
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he bamboo carving art in China has at least a thousand year history, but
it became an independent art in Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644). Some bamboo
carving artworks produced in Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
are conserved in Beijing Palace Museum, Taipei Palace Museum, Shanghai Museum,
Hong Kong Art Museum and some other domestic and overseas antique houses,
as well as individuals who may have valuable ones. AL present here in China
bamboo carving art is aL fast boost stage, and the new main stream is
represented by Liuging bamboo carving and carving in—the-round of bamboo
roots.

Liuaing bamboo carving is a new carving art, reflecting Chinese arL of
painting and calligraphy on the green bamboo skin. Therefore it contains fea
tures of painting, calligraphy and carving with vivid and beautiful patterns on it.

Carving in—the—round of Bamboo root has a long history in China. The art
craftsmen describe human’ s face, beard, eyebrows, cloth and ornaments by
using specific shape of fibrous roots. The carving in the—round of bamboo root,
like Liuging bamboo carving, has a greal perspoclive of further development.

Chinese bamboo carving art is so clegant, purc and beautiful, that it has

been praised as an orchid of art flower garden by ancient scholars. Since the
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market—oriented economy in practice, the bamboo carving art is not limited to
be used by scholars only. More and more people like it and house it. The auctions
markets in China as well as abroad often create highest price record of bamboo
carving artworks. At the CHRISTIF'S auction held on 30 May 2005 a pbamboo
carving artwork made in Qing Dynasty was sold at price of HK$ 10.45 million. It
fully reflects the position and value of bamboo carving art in Chinese culture at
present stase.

Today when bamboo carving is in the ascendant, Mr. Xu Huadang, the art
connoisseur of bamboo carving has made great effortls Lo collect a lot of pholos
of outstanding bamboo carving artworks and wrote this book entitled THE
BAMBOO CARVING ART IN CHINA. It is a great parade of Chinese pbamboo art,
the quantity of which is unprecedented in terms of extent of contents, quantity
and quality of the bamboo artworks. We may conclude that this is a great

gathering of Chinese bamboo culture at the beginning of 21century.
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A Brief Account of Bamboo Carving Art in China
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China, situated in the center of bamboo distribution of the world, is a
country with richest bamboo resources. As per an updated statistical data,
China is ranked first in terms of bamboo area, yield, species and varieties. And
no bamboo distribution is found in western countries alL Lhe same latitudes.

Therefore, we can say: Bamboo is a symbol of Chinese civilization.
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Bamboo carving art is unique one Lo China. Mr. Wang Ziye (1916 1994),
the famous publisher and bamboo carving expert, summed up this art as:
SIMPLICITY BUT ELLEGANCE.

the words of SIMPLICITY BUT ELECANCE. He said: bamboo is simple, because

Mr. Ye Yusun, the bamboo carving expert explained

firstly, China has abundant resources and therefore it can be used widely.
Bamboo is not a rare and valuable Lhing. Secondly, Bamboo carving works need
not to be painted or coated by oil. It looks very simple, without “effeminate”.
Bamboo carving is elegant, because it needs extremely high skills, and not every
carving master can reach the apex of this art. The art value of pamboo carving
is higher than other ones. Moreover, bamboo carving is featured by ils scholar
atmosphere. Starting from mid Ming Dynasty (1368 —1644) more and more artists
with good cultural background had touched upon this area, thus made bamboo art
diversified in terms of carving contents, sentiment and carving skills. To a great
extent it had weakened the workmanship but strengthened scholar preference and
elegance. Since then bamboo carving art has become one of the elegant arts.

Bamboo spirit, bamboo style and bamboo carving art have demonstrated
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sentiment and mien of
Chinese nation, especially
her brilliant culture.
Bamboo with its carving
art is a spccialty of the
orient, not available in
western world. It has
drawn attention of for

eign world. Foreign and
overseas museum and art
gallery are proud of hav—
ing Chinese bamboo carv

ing art. In fact, aquite a
loL of bamboo carving art—
works of ancient famous

artists are kept there.
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China is the first country in the world in terms of
bamboo carving. Chinese nation has a brilliant history
of 5000 years, among which the history of 1000 years
is engraved on bamboo slips. Bamboo carving has
been reflecting strong pursue of Chinese nation to
aesthetics and creation ability. It serves as a record of
great wisdom of Chinese nation on how to utilize and
develop bamboo products. Bamboo carving art

represents a rich accumulated cultural heritage with

characteristics of Chinese people.
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Origin of Bamboo Carving
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