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Preface

This book is the story of two friends named Zoe and Sebastian. They’ ve just finished
college and are spending a year traveling around the world before they settle down and
find jobs. Zoe travels through Europe, the Middle East, South Africa, Oceania and East
Asia. Sebastian travels through South America, North America, India, and East Asia.
Though the friends aren’t traveling together, they are corresponding with each other
through emails and postcards and letting the other know the exciting things they are
seeing and doing on their trip.

There are forty chapters in this book, and every chapter covers a different city. Each
chapter starts off with a postcard that one of the travelers sends off to the other stating
what they’re doing in that city. In many of the postcards, there are slang and colloquial
expressions which are explained in an afternote. A reading passage follows that gives
information about a certain highlight of the city. There are true and false as well as
multiple-choice questions to test your comprehension of the reading passage, so read
carefully! There is also a word bank that explains vocabulary. A graph then follows to test
your evaluating skills. Finally, each chapter ends with the receiver of the postcard
answering the friend with an email telling where they will go next, giving a hint of what’s
to come in the next chapter.

By reading this book, you’ll learn about exciting cities and some of the things they
are famous for. Whether it’s festivals, beaches, or museums, you'll learn that every city in
the world has something special to offer. The world is a fascinating place. Not only will
this book help you to improve your skills in English, but it will also teach you about
different cities around the world. This book might even encourage you to pack your bags

and go see them for yourself!

Tina Gionis
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True or False ) S

1. Gaudi’s work is famous only in Spain.
2. Gaudi’s architecture is known for its unusual characteristics.

Multiple Choice) 12 2

1. Which word best describes Gaudi’s architecture?

a) plain b) unusual ¢) unfinished d) all of the above
2. What kind of family did Gaudi come from?

a) rich b) royal c) poor d) big

B 5% T 5
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[ Zoe wants to go see some of Gaudi’s artwork. According to the graph, \
decide the following statements are true (T) or false (F). /A LR FAHH

PR TEE T EAE DR, HIET S TR R IR .

~ Tourist Sights and Hours
23 Park Guell La Sagrada Familia La Pedrera

‘ . 10 am to 4 pm
Tquay ‘

Wednesday
Thursday
. Enday

Sunrise
to 9amto 5 pm 9amto 5 pm

sunset

Saiurday 8 am to 8 pm

Sunday Sunrise to 4 pm 8 am to 4 pm closed

[
1. All the sights can be yisited on Sunday.
2. Park Guell is open at night.
3. La Pedrera is open the same time every day except Sunday. Il Sﬁ il
4. La Sagrada Familia can be visited on Saturday night.
\\; 5. Park Guell is closed on Sunday.
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Dear Zoe,

I love the postcard you sent me! Gaudi’s architecture is
unlike anything I’ve ever seen before. It looks a bit
strange but very interesting!
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Dear Sebastian,

I’ve never seen such unusual architecture as I have here in Barcelona! It really is |
surreal’! Have you heard of Gaudi’? He’s a famous architect from here that
designed many parks and monuments. There’re so many of them to see!

Being a tourist” is exhausting! I’ve walked up and down this city looking at the
sights. I’m so tired but at least I’m getting some exercise! 'When I want to take a
break from sight-seeing, I go to a cafe in an area called La Rambla’. It’s filled
with buskers® and artists so there’s always something entertaining to watch!

Lo s Srob e B

|

Hope you’re having a good trip,

Zoe
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surreal [sa'ri:l] a) WYY » @F A RBE L RIER

having unusual qualities. This word is often used to describe art and ar-
chitecture.

@ Gaudi n BE » EEFIRRLRERGZHIT

an architect that designed surreal ar chitecture in Barcelona during the
early 20th century

tourist [tuerist] nj 5% » 4 T RMBHAINISEZ L HA

a person who visits foreign places for pleasure

@ exhausting [igizoistin] a) BABEIIRN » AAFIREE
something that is very tiring. You usually refer to some activity as exhausting.

La Rambla n =4l p EEF ARG AKX, FFLAR %ok T 2K R Aofl 1 AR
KRB IRF X MR T, an area in Barcelona that is filled with cafes, artists, and buskers. It’s one of

the city’s biggest tourist attractions.

busker [baska(r)] nj &35 A

surreal art




Barcelona  «,
%iummamnsnn g“g

EED
> AR ARIFEREAGOA AN ERE B LEZEREA,

someone that performs on the street for money. Buskers play music, dance, sing, and even perform

magic tricks.

Reading Passage

eccccce ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Antoni Gaudi is regarded as the most brilliant and talented Spanish archi-
tect in all of history. His works are renowned' all over the world and are
known for their unique’, surrealistic qualities.

Gaudi was born in 1852 to a family of coal miners. When
he was sixteen years old, he decided to study architecture at a
university in Barcelona. The professors taught classical’ forms
of architecture, but Gaudi broke from this mold’ and began
designing architecture that was unusual. His main inspiration
came from forms and lines that he saw in nature which he
manipulated’ in an abstract’ form. Thus, his architecture is

Antoni Gaudi : )
(1852-1926) characterized by curves, bright colors, and heavy ornamenta-

tion’,

Because Gaudi is from Barcelona, the city is full
of his masterpieces. La Pedrera was originally designed
to be an office building but is now a museum dedicat-
ed to Gaudi’s work. The uneven stone facade® creates
a rippling’ effect which is further enhanced” by the
curved iron balconies.

La Sagrada Familia is a cathedral whose spires’’ of
surreal depictions” of Jesus Christ soar high into the
sky. Park Guell is a park that Gaudi filled with giant,
colorful ceramic” benches, stone lizards and swirling’*

mosaics”. This is a wonderful park to walk around as a Sara amilia

Occotcootcooo.ono.o.o-coo.oco-ooo-co.ooo‘..ocooonooo.oo-aonoooouoco-ot.-u.ooouonoo.oo-o‘-c.o-nco.o.
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masterpieces .

@] True or False )

1. Gaudi’s work is famous only in Spain.

2. Gaudi’s architecture is known for its unusual characteristics.
3. Gaudi was born in the 19th century.

4. His university professors taught surreal forms of architecture.
5. His architecture isn’t too fancy.

6. Gaudi’s main inspiration came from abstract art.

7. A facade is something that is false.

8. Gaudi designed a huge church.

9

. Park Guell is filled with stone benches.

10. Park Guell is a great place to see some examples of Gaudi’s work.

(B) Multiple Choice)

1. Which word best describes Gaudi’s architecture?

a) plain b) unusual
¢) unfinished d) all of the above
2. What kind of family did Gaudi come from?
a) rich b) royal ¢) poor d) big

3. In university, Gaudi was
a) greatly inspired by his professors.
b) admired by his fellow students.
¢) known for making ceramic molds.
d) creating his own form of architecture.
4. Gaudi was influenced by
a) shapes and lines that he saw around him.

@

(4)

there are many works of Gaudi’s to see. It is also interesting to spend time here
as this is the place where Gaudi himself spent a lot of time thinking up ideas for
his artwork. A visit to Barcelona isn’t complete without seeing some of Gaudi’s

®o0ccccccce 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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b) other students’ work.
¢) his professors’ work.
d) other Spanish architects.
5. The majority of Gaudi’s work is

a) in a museum. b) in the city of Barcelona.
¢) outside the city of Barcelona. d) at his old university.
6. Gaudi’s architecture is
a) heavy and colorful. b) fancy and colorful.
¢) curvy and plain . d) simple yet colorful.
7. La Pedrera was first
a) an office building. b) a park.
¢) a museum. d) A university.
8. Which of Gaudi’s works can be described as surreal?
a) La Pedrera b) La Sagrada Familia
c) Park Guell d) all of the above
9. Where can you see some of Gaudi’s mosaics?
a) La Pedrera b) La Sagrada Familia
c) Park Guell d) all of the above

10. What is suggested you do if in Barcelona?
a) take an art class taught by Gaudi
b) visit Gaudi’s pieces of architecture
c) make a mosaic
d) take pictures of Park Guell

&

renowned [ri'naund] a] 5% b AL RKHEARFEF L

when something or someone is known for a special quality such as an artistic or skill ful trait

unique [ju:'ni:k] a) JFE B R 65 R T LY
unusual. This word is usually used to describe things that are different and has a pesitive connotation.

classical [kleesikl] a) TH8as) » —Fr4d 4R EME 5 XA
something that is done in a traditional or formal way. This word is often used to describe music and

V. |
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art.

mold [mauld] n) B » HKEFHEZH X

a fixed way of doing something. People who do things differently are referred to as “breaking out of
the mold.”

manipulate [ma'nipjuleit] vi TSYHBEFA

® ® ®

to use in a way that is unique

abstract [sebstreekt] a) RO p —FFFHFELH T EEXHLREIAF X

something that is unusual. This word can be used to describe art that is not traditional and realistic
looking.

ornamentation [o0:nemen'teifen] n M52

decoration

facade [fo'sa:d] ni 9N » A k48 KAk SMAL

the outside of a building. You refer to a building’s exterior appearance when you use the word
facade.

rippling [riplin] a FREY » A ek s

having small rippling lines

enhance [inhains] v & » 3Gt RIG LWy LI RIBE

to improve or add to the beauty or strength of something. If something has been enhanced, it has
been made better or more attractive somehow.

spire ['spaia] n (FHFETAERLRN » (L3B)FHEHX

Pointed structure in the form of a tall cone or pyramid,esp on a church tower.

depiction [dipik[n] n) #H5

a representation of something. Art sometimes has depictions of religious or political figures.
ceramic [so'reemik] n) PBSEY » AR L A RAHOR

a material that is made out of clay. Ceramic is used to make pottery and outdoor furniture.
swirling [swa:lin] n) FE&EH)

something that has a twisting and turning design

mosaic [mau'zeiik] n] 2EREH

> — AR R EREAME DR ABEET® 6L,

a design made with small pieces of colored material such as glass, clay, or tile
that are glued onto a surface

masterpiece [ma:stapiis] n AE

> ARERIALRERMSRG A M09S

a piece of work that represents the best that the artist can do a mosaic angel




