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2006 ASLA Honor Awards in General Design

Fun, fabulous, and quirky. Exactly what an urban pocket park should be: playful.

— 2006 Professional Awards Jury Comments
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Program

Transform a city passageway into a thriving, community-
oriented chess park where players, the local community,
and passersby can collectively participate in
gamesmanship and festivities. The City desired an
affordable, low-maintenance plan that was easily
executable while bringing a wholesome, lively meeting
place to the city's main drag. It wanted to provide a clean,
safe environment for the local chess club and other

participants to call home.

Design

The site, sandwiched between two retail stores on Brand
Boulevard's center village, formerly served as a pathway
from a city parking garage to a theater and surrounding
shops. To transform the rectangular space into a chess park,
the designers researched the game's rich history and based
the design program on its playing rituals, strategies, and lore.
While every detail and nuance is derived from the tradition
and lexicon of the game, the park's entire design is patterned
after strategic movements made in chess.

In proclamation of the parks intent, the designers created
five playful light towers fashioned after the shape of chess
pieces. The base of each 28-foot-high lantern is constructed
from Trex, a recycled plastic and wood lumber product,
and fopped with white synthetic canvas formed in the
shape of an abstracted chess piece. The architects
reinterpreted the shapes to represent the evolution of the
ancient figurines, finding inspiration in Isamu Noguchi's
famous lamps and the abstract sculptures of Constantin
Brancusi. The light towers emit a warm glow and are
strategically placed around the park, inspiring creativity
and intellectual challenge.
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While the towers bring an iconic presence to the park, they also provide significant lighting and space to help solve the
park's functional needs. The space is organized into three zones (the boulevard zone, gaming zone, and buffer zone) which
give clarity to the different design elements.

The Bishop Tower stands at the entrance of the Brand Boulevard zone. Its role as a messenger is marked by the base, which
carries the park entrance signage. Nearby, the King Tower sits as a giant, story-telling throne where community members can
engage in oufreach activities such as performances and book readings. Across the throne is a platform where musicians, actors,
and artists can gather together and showcase their talents. A gray Trex wall folds up behind the platform to create a backdrop
for performances. The Rook Tower, in the shape of an abstracted castle, is next to the stage, providing storage and technical
support for events. Low concrete benches with Trex tops provide seating for local workers to enjoy their lunches or coffee breaks.
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The park's center area is designated as the gaming zone where players congregate around the
16 concrete chess tables that feature inlaid black and white tile chess boards. The powerful Queen
Tower presides over this area and stands as a symbol for the Glendale Chess Club. The Knight Tower
stands as a sentry in the buffer zone near the alleyway, vigilantly protecting the park.

The two long borders of the park are lined with a series of screen walls of varying sizes, which are
made from the same gray Trex material as the other design elements. While providing seating,
lighting, and display opportunities, the screen walls also offset the scale of the tall buildings that
flank the sides of the passageway. The designers planted the park’s borders with lush, low maintenance
shrubbery and white flowering perennials. Cypress trees provide a buffer to the alley.




Credits:

Project Team: Mark Rios, FAIA, FASLA,
Principal

Frank Clementi, AIA, AIGA, Principal
Anthony Paradowski, Project Designer
Samantha Harris, Project Designer
Ola May, Designer

Affiliates: Carlson & Co. Engineering &
Fabrication, Chess Tower Fabrication
Frederick Towers, General Contractor
Lermond Landscaping, Landscape
Contractor Grossman & Speer
Associates, Inc., Structural Engineer
John M. Cruikshank Consultants, Inc.,
Civil Engineer

Sweeney & Associates, Inc., Iimrigation
PEI Engineers, Electrical Engineer
Photos: Tom Bonner Anton Grassl
Location: Glendale, California

Client: City of Glendale

Size: 4,500 square feet

Awards:

Los Angeles Architectural Award, Civic
Award 2005, from Los Angeles Business
Council

Presidential Honoree, Public Space
Award 2005, American Institute of
Architects/Los Angeles Chapter
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Night view of the Sculpture Theater with the "Three Figures and Four
Benches" sculpture by George Segal.
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