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It was difficult for the stud.ents to get up.early in the morning.
Tom often fails to hear his alarm clock, or sometimes he heard it
but went back to sleep again. Day after day he was late for his first
class. His teachers became angry and, at last, his English teacher
called him into the office. “If you are late once more,” the teacher
said, “you have to clean the classroom alone for a week.” Tom
decided not to be late again. He bought a second alarm clock, one
with a very loud bell, and he set both alarm clocks that night before
he went to bed.

The next morning the alarm rang and woke Tom up. He
jumped out of bed, put on his clothes very quickly and ran to the
bus stop as fast as he could. He was surprised to find that very few
people were in the streets. )

When Tom arrived at the school, he did not find any

schoolmates. He went to his classroom and waited for other

‘Words and Expressions

alarm n. &R

loud adj. EH7EH, FETE
surprise  v. {5iF
remember vt. BEl{ZE
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students to arrive. An hour, two hours passed. Nobody came. And

suddenly Tom remembered. That day was Sunday.
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€3 Tom often fails to hear his alarm clock...

fail to do sth (=) %&KT
e.g. He fails to pass his exam.

iz gEdId %,
#2: He was surprised to find that very few people were in the streets.
be surprisedtodo  A------ T
e.g. | was surprised to hear that bad news.
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Are you carrying too much homework on your back? 1’ m
sure lots of children of your ages will say “yes” . Not only have the
students in China had heavy schoolbags, but children in the USA,
too.

Doctors worry that children have back and neck problems
- because their schoolbags are so heavy. “It’ s hard for me to go
upstairs with my heavy schoolbag,” said Rick, an 11-year-old student
in the USA.

But how much should a student carry? Doctors believe
students under Grade 4 should carry not more than 10% of their
own body weight, and other students should also carry not more
than 15%, because their bodies are still growing. Parents and
teachers are starting to tell children to only take home the books
they will read that night. Some teachers are using pieces of paper or

thin workbooks for students to take home.

Words and Expressions

upstairs adv. ., F#%
not more than £%
thin adj. K
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One of the best ways is, as some children say, to have no

homework at all.
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1t Not only have the students in China had heavy. schoolbags, but children in the
USA, too.
not only..., but (also)..., B+ - B, TMAES E, h TS EA P,
e.g. She is not only pretty but wise.

SRIRETE, BB,

#2. ..should carry not more than 10% of their own body weight...
not more than, &%, Kiﬁﬁ;i}%ﬁz%d no more than ( A& ),
e.g. Not more than four'students got the scholarships.
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