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Curriculum Design of Hello English

Hello English is a 12-level course based on the latest National Syllabus for Primary English and thorough
research on teaching and learning needs. Hello English 4A can either be used for Grade 4 or Grade 6.

The course is guided by the explicit learning aims and language objectives (i.e. targets) in the syllabus. It
offers a balanced coverage of the targets and their dimensions.

Hello English takes a task-based learning approach. It aims at training pupils to become active thinkers,
doers, learners, and proficient communicators. The tasks require pupils to use the language they have
learnt in order to communicate, solve a problem, find out information, organise and present information
logically, etc. In this way they become active thinkers as well as proficient and confident users of the
language.

The course is designed so that it can be taught using no translation into Chinese. That is, the context and
the pictures make the language use and meaning clear to the students. This means that teachers can choose
to use as little Chinese as possible when teaching.

[tems of vocabulary and structure are introduced because they are useful in English. This affects both the
sequence of teaching the structures and the combinations in which they are taught. For example, in the
early stages, the pronouns you and I are taught as these are most useful for communication. The other
pronouns like he, she, it, we, they are not introduced until later. The sequence of structures takes into account
the natural occurrence of the structures when communicating with others in English. The sequence also
takes into account the natural sequences of acquisition in native-speaker children, as well as being based on
considerable experience in teaching English to non-native speakers.

The design of the curriculum is non-linear. This means that each of the structures and items of vocabulary
are regularly re-visited instead of assuming that students have mastery of one structure then moving on to
the next. In the spiral curriculum, items are re-visited but at a slightly higher level of complexity each time.
This ensures that students get a chance to be reminded of the use and structure of language items, while
progressing further and higher in their understanding of their use each time the items are revisited.
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Hello English 4A Overall Plan

1 Time 1 Our birthdays Finding out which person Whose birthday is in February?
somthlng thlongs tooris It's on the twelfth of February.
associated with ’
Referring to dates Tom's birthday is in February. /

o . It's on the twelfth of February.
Indicating time 4
Showing possession Her birthday is in June.
2 Using my 2 Tasting things Finding out specific information| * What does it taste like?
senses about food
Referring to objects in an Is there anything salty?
indefinite way
Identifying and describing food Lemons are sour.
3 In my kitchen Finding out various kinds of What's in your kitchen?
specific information about an
object
Showing quantities There’s some salt in the kitchen. /
Is there any garlic?
Describing objects It smells nice. / It smells strong.
4 * Sounds we Identifying people, animals, I can hear him laughing. / I can
hear objects and activities hear her crying. / T can hear it
falling. / I can hear them singing,.
Talking about ability I can hear him laughing.
3 Seasons 5 Festivals Referring to events When's Easter? _

Indicating time

Describing habitual actions

It’s in spring. / What do you do at
Easter?

We eat chocolate eggs.

6 A Christmas

visit

Obtaining ‘yes/no’ responses

Expressing simple truths

Expressing interests

Does Santa wear a suit? / Do Mr
and Mrs Santa live in a flat?

He wears a red suit.

I love ice cream and sweets.

4 Stories of the
imagination

7 Wolf! Wolf!

Describing habitual actions

Describing people

Making requests

Every day Mingming looks after
his sheep.

He is very happy. / Mingming, you
are naughty! / You are so funny!
Help! / Please come.




Listening: Locate specific information in response to simple instructions | first - thirtieth, Role-plays
or questions holiday, January — Story
Speaking: Use modelled sentences to communicate December Chant
Provide information in response to factual or yes/no-questions
Reading: Recognise familiar words in new texts Task
Writing:  Develop written texts by using appropriate format when
writing notes and greeting cards
Listening: Identify key words in an utterance sweet, salty, sour, Role-plays
Speaking: Use appropriate intonation in questions and statements hot, sugar, salt, Story
Use formulaic expressions to acknowledge, agree and disagree| pickles, vinegar, Chant
Reading: Predict the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context or | ginger, chillies, black
picture cues pepper, taste, Task
Writing:  Develop written texts by putting words in a logical order to anything, food, sure,
make meaningful sentences careful, give
Listening: Identify key words in an utterance peach, garlic, onion, Role-plays
Locate specific information in response to simple instructions | dates, pincapple, soy Story
or questions sauce, rubbish bin, Chant
Speaking: Use modelled sentences to communicate kitchen, smell, nice,
Use single words and formulaic expressions to acknowledge, | strong, drinks, Task
ask questions and reply fridge, can, glass
Writing:  Gather and share information, ideas and language by using
strategies such as brainstorming, listing and observing
Speaking: Use modelled sentences to communicate bark, laugh, cry, talk, Role-plays
Reading: Predict the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context or | shout, snore, bang, Story
picture cues sing, fall, village, Cha;ﬂ
Writing:  Develop written texts by putting words in a logical order to | stick, break
make meaningful phrases or sentences; by adding information Task
when a model or framework is provided
Listening: Identify main ideas Mid-Autumn Festival, Role-plays
Speaking: Use modelled sentences to communicate Christmas, Chinese Story
Provide information in response to factual or yes/no- MNew Year, Easter, Cha;l ¢
questions moon cake, present,
Reading: Understand the connection between ideas by identifying time | lucky money, Task
markers or simple linking words chocolate egg, get,
Writing:  Develop written texts by putting words in a logical order to give, eat, visit,
make meaningful sentences holiday, calendar, bite
Listening: Locate specific information in response to simple instructions | wear, suit, drive, Role-plays
. or questions sleigh, flat, house, Story
Speaking: Use appropriate intonation in questions and statements yourself, travel, love
Provide information in response to factual or yes/no- Chant
questions Task
Reading: Predict the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context or
picture cues
Writing:  Develop written texts by using appropriate format when
writing notes and greeting cards
Speaking: Use modelled sentences to communicate look after, sheep, job, Story
Reading: Predict the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context mobile phone, call, Game
Confirm meaning by re-reading a sentence wolf, mountain, real,
Writing:  Develop written texts by putting words in a logical order to | joke
make meaningful sentences




Contents

Page
Introduction i
Overall plan : iii
Teacher’s notes 1
More Practice Answers and Tapescripts 57
Classroom Language 62
Steps for the Board Game | 63

Word List 64



Unitl Time

Chapter1 Our birthdays

Language function(s) and focus:

¢ Use noun phrases to refer to dates It’s on the twelfth of February.

¢ Ask ‘Wh-"questions to find out which person Whose birthday is in February?
something belongs to or is associated with

¢ Ask ‘Wh-" questions to find out time When's your birthday, Tom?

¢ Use pronouns to identify events 1’s on the fwelfth of February.

* Use prepositions to indicate time Tom'’s birthday is in February.

It's on the twelfth of February.

* Use possessive adjectives to show possession His birthday is on 29th February.

Language skills:
- Listening

* Locate specific information in response to simple instructions or questions
Identify main ideas

s Use modelled phrases and sentences to communicate with teachers or other learners
* Maintain an interaction by providing information in response to factual or yes/no-questions

Reading
¢ Recognise familiar words in new texts
Writing
¢ Develop written texts by using appropriate format and conventions when writing notes and greeting
cards



Key words

birthday holiday first—thirtieth  January February March April
May June July August September October ~ November
December photo album because must

Structures

When do you have a holiday?

We have a holiday on the first of June. J

When's your birthday, Tom?

It’s on the twelfth of February.

Whose birthday is in February?

Tom’s birthday is in February.

Language notes

pp-1

pp-2

pp4

* Help pupils to remember the word teen which means between thirteen and nineteen.

twelfth, twentieth, thirtieth
Remind pupils of the spelling of these numbers.

We have a holiday on the first of June.
We must not omit the and of when we say a date but we can write it as 1st June.

When's your birthday, Tom?
Remind pupils that ‘Wh-" questions have a falling tone.

It's on the twelfth of February.
Remind pupils to use on with days and dates and in with months and years.

February
This is pronounced /'febjuari/.

*Sam’s birthday is in June. It's on the eighteenth of June.
Mary’s birthday is in June. It's on the twenty-second of June.
Kate’s birthday is in June. It’s on the twenty-first of June.
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bA 1 Our hirthdqys

A Listen ond act Mory ond her mother. Ask and answer
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: When's your birthday,

Tom?

It's on the tweifth of

February.

: When's your birfhaay,
Mary?

[t's on the twenty-
second of June.

b Ly N
icery® W i
When do you hove o hohdor ] ‘s hove o holiday on the 1 . se birthday s in
first of Juna. | Bardy.  Who
/ \ g February?
R Peter: Tom's birthday is in
Februory.

Ask about your friends’ birthdays. | 4716

Suggested teaching procedures:

A Listen and act Mary and her mother. Ask and answer éwestions about the dates. (p.1)

1

2
3
4

Do W N =

Revise the cardinal numbers by asking pupils to tell you their class number.

Revise the ordinal numbers first, second, third and fourth taught in 2A Chapter 5.

Teach the other ordinal numbers using the wall picture.

Teach pupils how to ask about and say dates in English following the example. Ask them what the date
is today.

Ask questions about the important dates on the calendar, e.g. When do you have a picnic? Pupils act Mary
and answer e.g. We have a picnic on the third of May.

You may ask questions about the important dates in your school, e.g. When do we have an English test?

Listen, ask and answer questions. (p.2)

Bring in a calendar and teach the months of the year.

Pupils act Beeno and the children using the information in their thought bubbles.

Ask pupils to write down in English when their birthday is.

In pairs pupils ask each other when their birthday is.

Revise the question form Whose ...? Ask pupils whose birthday is in each month of the year. Pupils put
up their hands.
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Jim and John are talking. Write and say. ,;:{.;\ ik

EESEEEERETRRTE ‘ Jim birthday i in June?
I ( Juhn
My barthaoy is in February, | John: Let's see. Som's birthday is in June. Jim ,_r,

ut 1 don't have o birthday K - =
| this year. | Mary's is in June ‘E' 5" "
N R And Kate's is F o
: oo,
i o
- %’_‘4 A E Listen ond chant ﬂ o e
| Becouss my birthday s on the January, February, March, April ?",(\'\‘_____;
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| four years for one birthday! Saplember, Colabir, November, Decembear —
T When's my birthdoy? T cor.'t remambes| -

Fun reading (p.3)

Play the tape while pupils listen and follow the words in their books. You can also use the Pupil’s Book
to tell the story.

Read each sentence and ask pupils to repeat after you.

Show pupils a calendar and ask them to work out how many days each month has.

Ask if any pupils in the class were born on 29th February. Point out if the current year is a leap year or
not.

Pupils work out how many days there are in the month in which they have their birthday. Ask some
pupils to tell the class by saying My birthday is in ... . There are ... days in ... .

The children are ordering birthday cakes. Write and act. (p.4)

Pupils practise the integrated structures using the pictures and the model conversation.

Ask pupils to fill in the blanks using the information in the thought bubbles in picture 1.

Then pupils in pairs role-play Jim and John. They look at the dates on the pieces of paper and complete
the conversation.

Listen and chant. (p.4)

Play the tape and ask pupils to follow the words with their fingers.
Play the tape again and ask pupils to chant along with the tape.

More to do

1 Pupils could make a birthday card for a relative or friend. They could ask each other the date of
their friend/relative’s birthday.

2 Pupils could find out whether it is anyone’s birthday today. They ask their classmates When's
your birthday? They could sing the happy birthday song if it is someone’s birthday.
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P Task: Birthday fun

1 Write your name and birthday.

2 Whose birthday in in the same month? Get into groups.

Exnenple

[ Whose bishaay is in May? | [ my birtngoy is in Moy. |

.IJ} Y

My bitnday i In May, foc. |

3 Talk about your birthdays. Put them In the correct order.

Excmple

| When's your sirthdoy? | [ 1ts on the first of May. |

4 Make o birthday train,

§  Whoss birthday is next? Sing the Happy Birthday sang.

:’_} , Hoppy birthday te you,
|, Happy birthday to you.
Your birthday is in
Hopoy birthday 1o yoe!

R

( MVTWM Tick muuwd_r'u'.jpn know. |
I — :
v A

1
| Erst sacons

halidy when
IR twalfsn |henhsln thirtierth I
- -
Mg

Task: Birthday fun (pp.5-6)
Pupils write their name and their birthday on a piece of paper.

They get into groups according to the month in which they were born, find out each other’s birthdays

and make a birthday train.

Then pupils sing a birthday song to the pupil whose birthday is next and make a birthday card for him/
her.
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P Tosk: Birthday fun

4 Writa your rame and birthday.

3 Whose birthday I8 In the same month? Get

Example

[ Whosa birthday is in May? |
— : y

Exampls

into groups.
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3 Tal about your birthdays. Put them in the cormect arder,

| When's your birthdoy? | | Itson

the firstof May. |

[ Youre first |

.

% 888

§  Whase birthday s next? Sing the Happy Birthday sang.

'r Happy birthday o you. a
£ Hopoy birthday o you, 4
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! Happy birthday to you! |
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Unit2 Using my senses
Chapter 2 Tasting things

Language function(s) and focus:

* Ask ‘Wh-' questions to find out specific imformation
about food

* Use pronouns to refer to objects in an indefinite way
¢ Ask simple questions to obtain ‘yes/no’ responses

* Use adjectives to describe objects

¢ Use nouns to identify food

¢ Use the simple present tense to express simple truths

What does it taste like?

Is there anything salty?
Is there anything salty?
Sugar is sweet.

Lemons are sour.

Lemons are sour.

Language skills:
Identify key words in an utterance by recognising the stress

» Use appropriate intonation in questions and statements

¢ Maintain an interaction by using single words and formulaic expressions to acknowledge, agree and

disagree, ask questions and reply

* Identify key words in a sentence

¢ Predict the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context or picture cues

* Develop written texts by putting words in logical order to make meaningful phrases or sentences




Key words

sweet salty sour hot sugar salt
pickles vinegar ginger chillies black pepper curry
honey lemon soy sauce potato chips anything cherry
taste food careful sure give
Structures
us there anything sweet? No, there isn’t anything sweetj
Sugar sweet.
Pickles is/ salty.
Vinegar 1s/are sour.
Black pepper hot.
does this This is Sl.lgar',r It's %eret'——’
What taste like? |- ;i?ﬁi‘; : = [‘t‘y'
do they These are —= Ties. | They're -T{

Language notes

Pp-7 " You can teach more able pupils the words for other objects in the picture, e.g. honey, soy sauce,
sweets, grape fruit and curry.

Lemons
This is pronounced /lemanz/, not /lemanz/.

Sugar
This is an ‘sh’ sound: /[uga/.

pp-8  Is there anything sweet here, Tom? No, there isn't anything sweet here, Beeno.

We use anything in questions and negative statements.



