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PREFACE.

TaE main argument of the following work was first
drawn out in the form of six lectures ““ On the Principles
of Linguistic Science,” delivered at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, in Washington, during the month of March, 1864.
Of these, a brief abstract’ was printed in the Annual
Report of the Institution published in the same year.®
In the following winter (December, 1864, and January,
1865) they were again delivered as one of the regular
courses before the Lowell Institute, in Boston, having
been expanded irto a series of twelve lectures. They are
now laid before a wider public, essentially in their form as
there presented. But they have been in the mean time
carefully rewritten, and have suffered a not inconsiderable
further expansion, as the removal of the enforced Pro-
crustean limit, of sixty minutes to a lecture, has given
opportunity to discuss with greater fulness important
points in the general argument which had before come off
with insufficient treatraent. The chief matter of theory
upon which my opinion has undergone any noteworthy
modification is the part to be attributed to the onomato-
poetic principle in the first steps of language-making (see
the eleventh lecture). To this principle, at each revision

® Report for 1883, pp. 95—116.
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V1 PREFACE.

of my views, I have been led to assign a higher and
higher efficiency, partly by the natural effect of a deeper
study and clearer appréciation of the necessary conditions
of the case, partly under the influence of valuable works
upon the subject, recently issued.* In the general style
of presentation I have not thougkt it worth while to make
any change—not even to cast out those recapitulations
and repetitions which are well-nigh indispensable in a
course of lectures meant for oral delivery, though they
may and should be avoided in a work intended from tke
outset for continuous reading and study.

More than one of the topics here treated have been
from time to time worked up separately, as communica-
tions to the American Oriental Society, and are concisely
reported in its Proceedings; also, within no long time
past, I have furnished, by request, to one or two of our
leading literary periodicals, papers upon special themes
in linguistic science which were, to no small extent,
virtual extracts from this work.

The principal facts upon which my reasonings are
founded have been for some time past the commonplaces
of comparative philology, and it was needless to refer for
them to any particular authorities: where I have consci-
ously taken results recently won by an individual, and to
be regarded as his property, I have been careful to
acknowledge it. It is, however, my duty and my pleasure
here to confess my special obligations to those eminent
masters in linguistic science, Professors Heinrich Steinthal
of Berlin and August Schleicher of Jena, whose works {

¢ I will refer only to Mr Farrar’s * Chapters on Language ” (London, .
1865), and to Professor Wedgwood’s little book, “ On the Origin of Lan-
guage”’ (London, 1866).

T As chief among them, I would mention Steinthal’s * Charakteristik dx
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viii PREFACR.

or in both. They are liable either to fail of apprehending
the value and interest of the infinity of particulars into
which they are plunged, or else to become wholly absorbed
in them, losing sight of the grand truths and principles
which underlie and give significance to their work, and
the recognition of which ought to govern its course
throughout : perhaps even coming to combine with acute-
ness and erndition in etymological investigation views
respecting the nature of language ands the relations of
languages of a wholly crude or fantastic character. I am
not without hope that this book may be found a conve-
nient and serviceable manual for use in our higher institu-
tions of learning. I have made its substance the basis of
my own instraction in the science of language, in Yale Col-
lege, for some years past; and, as it appears to me, with
gratifying success. In order to adapt it to such a pur-
pose, I have endeavoured to combine a strictly logical
and scientific plan with a popular mode of handling, and
with such illustration of the topics treated as should be
easily and universally apprehensible. If, however, the
lecture style should be found too discursive and argu-
mentative for a ‘ext-book of instruction, I may perhaps
be led hereafter to prepare another work for that special
use.

Yare CoLLEGE,
New Haven, Conn.,
August, 1867.
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LANGUAGE

AND

THE STUDY OF LANGUAGE.

LECTURE L

Introductory : history, material, objects of linguistio science ; plan of
these lectures, Fundamental inquiry. How we acquired our epeech,
and what it was; differences of individual speech. What is the English
language ; how kept in existence; its changes. Modes and causes of
linguistic change.

TrosE who are engaged in the investigation of language
bave but recently begun to claim for their study the rank
and title of a science. Its development as such has been
wholly the work of the present century, although its germs
go back to a much.more ancient date. It has had a history,
in fact, not unlik&-that of the other sciences of observation
and induction—for example, geology, chemistry, astronomy,
physics—which the intellectual activity of modern times has
built up upon the scanty observations and crude inductions
of other days. Men have always been learning languages,
in greater or less measure; adding to their own mother-
tongues the idioms of the races about them, for the practical
end of communication with those races, of access to their
thought and knowledge. There has, too, hardly been a time
when some have not been led on from the acquisition of
languages to the study of language. The interest of this
precious and wonderful possession of man, at once the sign
and the means of his superiority to the rest of the animal

1



Z HISTORY OF [rLECE.

creation, has in all ages strengly impressed the reflecting and
philosophical, and impelled them to speculate respecting its
nature, its bistory, and its origin. Researches into the
genealogies and affinities of words have exercised the in-
genuity of numberless generations of acute and inquiring
minds. Moreover, the historical results attainable by such
researches, the light cast by them upon the derivation
and connection of races, have never wholly escaped re-
cognition. The general objects and methods of linguistic
study are far too obviously suggested, and of far too engaging
interest, not to have won a certain share of regard, from
the time when men first began to inquire into things and
their causes.

Nothing, however, that deserved the name of a science
was the result of these older investigations in the domain of
languags, any more than in those of chemistry and astronomy.
Hasty generalizations, baseless hypotheses, inconclusive de-
ductions, were as rife in the former department of study as
tboy wore in the two latter while yet passing through the
preliminary stages of alchemy and astrology. The difficulty
was in all the cases nearly the same; it lay in the paucity of
observed facts, and in the faulty position which the inquirer
assumed toward them. There had been no sufficient collec-
tion and classification of phenomena, to serve as the basis of
inductive reasoning, for the establishment of sound methods
and the elaboration of true results; and along with this, and
partly in consequence of it, prejudice and assumption had
usurped the place of induction. National self-sufficiency and
inherited prepcssession long helped to narrow the limits
imposed by unfavourable circumstances upon the extent of
linguistic knowledge, restraining that liberality of inquiry
which is indispensable to the growth of a science. Ancient
peoples were accustomed to think each its own dialect the
only true language; other tongues were to them mere bar-
barous jargons, unworthy of study. Modern nations, in
virtue of their history, their higher culture, and their Chris-
tianity, have been much less uncharitably exclusive; ana
their reverence for the two classical idioms, the Greck and
Latin, and for the language of the Old Testament, the He-
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