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Matt Ryan Take over.

The signature was big and sprawled out, but a
signature known all over the Slumbenng Hills.

Kitty looked at him, waiting. “There it is, Matt.
You’re the boss of Slumbering Hills.”

- The boss . . andahumedman His only sup-
porters an old man with an aching head, and a girl.

One man alone . . . with a gun.

- They would be combing the lulls for him, They

would come back here.

~ “Saddle up,” he said. “You and your dad are

riding. Ride to the ranches, get the men together.”
“What about you?” Her eyes were very large.

“Matt, what about you?” |
“Me? I’ll wait he:e.” o

—From When a Texan Takes Owr
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About Louis L' Amour

ll!ltnk wamwm—aamm ao%

mtnthuhndomofthwm That's the way I'd

a storyteller. A good storyteller.”

Itisdoubfflﬂthatmymthormldbeuathmeinthemldmed
in his novels as Louis Dearborn L’Amour. Notonlyeouldhephydeally
ﬁllthebt{thq:shfdthem ehu:le;ﬁ(.rshnehwmtenbout,bmhe '\i
“walked m ers pemonalemeriemesaswu
ishjsm’g;ngdevotiontohis::iknlremreheo;}hnedm eﬁ:l
‘Amour the unique knowledge and understanding events,
the challenge of the American frontier that became hallmarks of

his;gpnlarl

French-Irish descent, Mr. L'Amour could trace his own family in
Nm&a\membacktotheearlylm:ndﬁﬂuwdmirstudy
westward, “always on the frontier.” As a boy growing up in Jamestown,
MDMheabmbednﬂbemHabouthh&nﬂysﬁmﬂerheﬁ

mincludingthesm of his great-grandfather who was scalped by

Spunedby eageranwsitymddesnetobmadenhuhoﬂmns,hlr
LAmle&homeatthe of fifteen and & a wide variety of jobs
X seaman, lumbe eleth , skinner of dead cattle,
mentm and ¢ demoywers World War II.
During his “ d&yshealsockc‘ledthe 1 on a freighter,
sailed. 2 dhow on Sea,wuﬁi]wreehedhﬂlew’mlndiumd
shmhdmtheMojweDecert.Hem y-one of fifty-nine fights as a
ssional boxer and worked as a and lecturer. He was a
vmmsreadermdcoﬂectorofrmbonh His personal kbrary con-
tained 17,000 volumes.

Mr. LAmour m&dtt:mitealnz:tﬁii"?mthet;n:‘lmal:aﬂ. After
mmﬁrmw Mr. LAmrpusthedhiiﬁmﬁlll-
length novel, Hondo, in the United States in 1953. Every one of his more
than lwbodsmmmtthmmnmﬂymmm&%hmh
hMm‘Hmde making him one of the bestselling authors in modern
rary history. His books have been translated into twenty
and more than forty-five of his novels and stories have been into
feature films and television movies.

nuwamnmmmm ﬂumg
Drum (his twelfth-century historic: wvel)]ubdsm Last of the
Bfud mdl'keﬂumdllaa Hismemeir E,mof We

Theredpientofmygruthomrsandawuth,mlmblr L'Amour
bemetheﬁntnovehstevertobemdedtheConMnﬂGdd
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WE Suapep THE LAND
witd Our Guns

e moved into the pla'ee on South Fork just
A / before the snow went off. We had a hundred
v head of cattle gathered from the canyons
alongtheGoodn@t'lhﬂ,straysMﬁnmwﬂeoutﬁts
moving north. Most of these cattle had been back in the
breaksieraeonpleofyemandmndmgthem was
lan-killing labor, bntweslappedourirmonthemand

hnme AR gi'-: 1 tothﬂmmdm ’
mawammmmmw :
mmmbytbmmdmm[tma
good four miles from that apex o the spot we chose for
our home place, so we had all natural boundaries
good grass and water. MMMM fmful
and shade.

The first two weeks
day deg a cabin, cleﬂmns out. ings and thr

Dic, poe emmls, and a so wwhange. |




2 Louis L’AMour

We had been riding together for more than six
months, which isn’t long to know a man you go partners
with. Tap Henry was a shade over thirty while I had just
turned twenty-two when we hit the South Fork. We had
met working for the Gadsen outfit, which took me on
just west of Mobeetie while Tap joined up a ways farther
north. Both of us were a mite touchy but we hit it off
right from the start.

Tap Henry showed me the kind of man he was before
we had been together three days. Some no-account rid-
ers had braced us to cut the herd, and their papers
didn’t look good to me nor to Tap. We were riding point
when these fellers came up, and Tap didn’t wait for the
boss. He just told them it was tough, but they weren’t
mmmmmf@mmmdmmm
guys reached. Tap downed him and that was that.
' Hemapudm Tap was. When trouble showed
hemdn’tmdeaeporwanfont chalkednghtmto
bmkeddawnmmathwgh Nand raigl
ing, he was a fine, mghtsoﬂofmanempt-" maybe
a mite of hardness around the cyes and mouth.
wmmntqwastheﬂgmm'm&mt
mmtofmyhfehadbeenluadmthdthe
Amt I was sixteen the climate sort of agreed with me
-'Mdﬁﬁadmﬁtlmemmhtwhenwem
ndmgberd -in Wyoming.
y hﬁ said, that being a nickname for Ryan
W“mwmmﬂ émwmmm
Joodnight Trail and sweep together a nice herd.
Evetymmatmrmemthmhnﬂhaslﬂustod,
and lots of it is still back there.” |
W”lnﬁ,“mlhw}wm#!?tm
Thess Fiold hiss aboet this' phase ynder the Pelade
he liked the soumd of it. Wiethier e had any ross
liking an out-of-the-way place, léﬂn’tmm Ihd




WE SHAPED THE LAND witH Our Guns 3

plenty of reason, but I knew going back there might lead
to trouble.

Two men can work together a long time without
really knowing much about one another, and that was
the way with me and Tap. We’d been in a couple of
Comanche fights together and one with a Sioux war
party. We worked together, both of us top hands and
neither of us a shirker, and after a while we got a sort of
mutual respect, although nobody could say we really
liked each other.

Our first month was]ust ding when Jim Lucas

showedup Wehadbeen becausewe had

. - odyonchand.ﬂed,ﬂle
punche: walm&eeMaMmmmm
wwmm'ﬂ"m“‘d‘m :

e he weighed aesatsqmand.sdlidmthe
sadﬁa,andyouwuldseeatammnt-hew.be

m ' '
Omesp ___mmdadm'th‘keabw but no
f "'toutlikemed:d.
Right o mdmtoraMMth




4 - Louts L’AMouUR

the redhead and back. Me, 1 was off to one side. Tap
wore his gun tied down but I carried mine shoved into
my waistband.

“We’re not riding,” Tap replied, “we’re staying.
We’re claiming all the range from the creeks to the Pe-
ladoﬂ

“Sorry, boys”—Lucas was still friendly although his
vowehadtakenonacmﬂ,“that’sallmymgeandl
wasn’t planning on giving any of it up. Besides”—he
never took his eyes off Tap Henry—“I notice a lot of
vented brands on your cattle. All I saw, in fact.” |

“See any of yours?” Tap was quiet. Knowing how
touchy he could be, I was worried and surprised at the
same time. This was one fight he wasn’t pushing and I
was sure glad of it.

“No, 1 didn’t,” Lucas am'utted, “but that’s neither
m there. We don’t like outfits that stock vented
“Meaning anything in particuls -”'Ikpasked

Quiet as he was, there was a veiled threat in his
tone now and Jim Locas seemed suddenly to realize that
his daughter sat beside him. Also, for the first time he
seomed to understand that he was dealing with a differ-
em khd of man than he had believed.

“Meaning only,” he said carefully, “that we don’t
like bmdsoathismgemsmaﬂautﬁm that
startthnt

wmmlﬂe.MmMIhadmwd.

up, _ _
canmalongtheGooMt.'mey doned ir

mmmdmgmmmmmﬂmmm
outfits giving us title to all of their stuff we can find.
Most of the other brands aredwﬂoutorm thtana

We m_wtm mm md m Tense.

mmmwmmmmmmm



