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PREFACE

AT the beginning of the World War I wrote a book about
the relations among the great powers during the years
immediately preceding the assassination at Serajevo. ‘‘The
New Map of Europe’’ dealt particularly with Near Eastern
problems and wars and with the foreign policies of Russia,
Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy in the events affect-
ing the Balkan States, the Ottoman Empire, Persia, and the
countries on the Afriean littoral of the Mediterranean.
The purpose of the book was to attempt to explain how the
relations among the great powers were vitally influenced
by the conflict of interests that arose in their diplomatic¢
and economic activities in the regions formerly under the
exclusive domination of the Ottoman sultans. The recep-
fion accorded ‘“The New Map of Europe’’ encouraged me
to complete the survey of contemporary international rela-
tions by writing ‘‘The New Map of Africa’ in 1916 and
““The New Map of Asia’’ in 1919. The latter two volumes
outlined the development of European overlordship in
Africa and Asia.

None who lived in daily contact with international ques-
fions, and who was reporting from the spot wars and
rumors of wars during the decade before 1914, could be
satisfied with the prevalent idea that it was unnecessary to
go farther back than the famous ‘‘twelve days’’ of diplo-
matic correspondence, from July 20 to August 2, 1914, to
settle the responsibility for the World War. However
great the guilt of the Imperial German and Austro-Hun-
garian governments for deliberately forcing the war upon
Furope, their power was not so great that their will alone
could have led us into the calamities of 1914-18. The most
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bitter and unthinking partizan of armistice and peace con-
ference days sees now that the elimination of Germany
and Austria-Hungary from world politics has not brought
us peace. Hurope is still in arms, and the victorious
powers are pitted against one another in the Near Hast
and the Far East. Must we not admit, then, that Realpolitik
and Weltpolitik are human, and not simply German, phe-
nomena, and that they call for attention no less after our
vietory than before the war?

This is the justification for the study of world politics
as a separate branch of political science. Anthropologists
write of race; geographers of climate; economists of
finance and trade and commerce ; demographers of popula-
tion; sociologists of living conditions; missionaries of
cultural conquest in the name of religion; jurists of inter-
national law; diplomatists of the technique of dealings
among nations; military experts of the conduct of wars and
the role of armies and navies in peace and war; statesmen
of the immediate and ostensible causes of war and aims of
peace; propagandists of national movements and particu-
lar interests; humanists of improving world conditions;
publicists of current events; and general historians set
forth and interpret the activities of nations comprehen-
sively, stressing political evolution and states of mind as
well as recording events. Up to the nineteenth century the
specialist in international relations is not needed. But
since the birth of nationalism, the use of steam in produc-
tion and transportation, and the consequent rise of world
powers, he has a field of his own.

The field is difficult, however, because the problems dis-
cussed and the questions raised have been the storm center
of men’s thoughts for the past ten years. These problems
have been approached unintelligently, and opinions have
been formed without knowledge. Teachers of the historical
and political sciences in American universities and colleges
have had a curious experience. Their colleagues in other
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departments would be astounded if professors of history
and political science should presume to lay down the law
to them in their particular fields. And yet professors of
philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, langunages, engineer-
ing, chemistry, medicine, theology, and law have written
books and articles and have lectured on problems of world
polities, without having acquainted themselves with even
the rudiments of the subject. An architect, who has created
masterpieces, told me one day that a lecture I gave on
African colonization was wrong from beginning fo end.
He could contradict none of my facts, and when I pressed
him he confessed that he had never read a book on the
extension of European control over Africa. ‘‘But I have
been in Algiers,”” he declared. ‘‘And I have been in a
Gothic cathedral,’’ I answered; ‘‘but what would you think
of me if I contested, without any supporting faets, your
statements in a lecture on Gothic architecture?’’

In attempting to put within the compass of one volume
an introduction to world politics, it has been necessary to
omit much of interest and importance, and to exclude,
except where clearness demanded it, historical narrative.
The writer confesses frankly that his sympathies are with
the smaller nations in their struggles to maintain or win
independence, and that he believes it is possible to use ‘‘one
weight and one measure’’ in international relations. But
he has tried to allow the facts to speak for themselves, and
urges the reader to do the supplementary reading indi-
cated for each chapter. References have been given, not
as sources, but as guides to further information. In select-
ing them different points of view and the general avail-
ability of materials have been taken into comsideration.
Some books, excellent as sources, are not widely circnlated,
or are not written in the condensed form demanded by the
general reader or student. When used as a text-book, the
chapters are intended to acquaint the student with the
skeleton facts upon which the lectures are based, to amplify



Viii PREFACE

the lectures on certain points, and, above all, to provoke
discussion. In the advanced study of political science no
text-book can take the place of lectures and class-room
quizzes and comment on assigned reading.

If British statesmanship and officialdom come in for a
larger share of criticism in a course on world politics than
those of other great powers, it is only because Great Britain
is more involved overseas than any other power. I am of
pure British stock, and am an intense admirer of the civili-.
zation and culture that are my heritage. My point of view
1s 1n no sense anti-British. In faet, it is pecunliarly Anglo-
Saxon. From our ancestors we have learned to lean back-
ward 1n our desire to be fair to the other man and to put
ourselves in his place. The most precious English intel-
lectual tradition is to write with detachment and impar-
tiality. In the atmosphere of passion and prejudice born
of the war many of us departed from our moorings. But
we are finding ourselves again. Facing facts and holding
to common ideals of liberty and justice are the bases of
Anglo-Saxon solidarity.

I can not adequately express my appreciation of the
help and light in the preparation of this volume that have
come to me from unknown friends in many countries. Ever
since 1914 numerous correspondents have been pointing
out to me errors of fact, or have entered into stimulating
and suggestive discussion provoked by statements in my
books and magazine articles. All this has been grist to my
mill. My friends in American, British, and French universi-
ties have given me encouragement and equally helpful
criticism and admonition. The opportunities for personal
investigation in different parts of the world have been en-
joyed through the constant and generous interest of the
late James Gordon Bennett and of Mr. Rodman Wana-
maker. Professor William Starr Myers, of Princeton Uni-
versity, and my brother, Professor Oliphant Gibbons, of the
Buffalo Technical High School, read the manuseript. Pro-
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fessor Frederic Austin Ogg, of the University of Wisconsin,
has edited manuscript and proofs with a thoroughness for
which I can not express too highly my admiration and
thanks. My publishers have shown the interest and care
that long years of happy association have taught me to
expect from them,
HerBerT ApaMs (GIBBONS
Princeton, May 1, 1922
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