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To The Instructor

Viewpoints: Readings Worth Thinking and Writing About is a thematic
collection of readings that have been used successfully with devel-
opmental students to stimulate ideas for discussions and their own
compositions. None of the readings is very long; most are essays, but
a few poems and stories appear.

The premise of this collection is that students who have difficulty
writing compositions usually have not or do not read much beyond
their assigned textbooks. To provide them merely with grammar
drills is not enough. They need to know what to look for when they
read; they need to understand what an essay is and how it is con-
structed; they need to be shown the relationship of reading and writ-
ing skills; they need to be exposed to various writing styles; they need
to experience the range of emotions that good writing can convey;
and they need to see how writers work and how that knowledge can
work for them. But most importantly, they need to be introduced to
and provoked by the world of ideas in readings that can stimulate
their own thinking.

To reach these objectives, the text is divided into two parts. Part
I, Viewpoints on Reading and Writing Essays gives an overview of
the required skills for good reading and writing. Unit 1 on reading
skills explains the basic essay structure, thesis, and arrangement of
support. To aid reading comprehension, it shows how to separate
main ideas from supporting details, how to distinguish fact from
opinion, and how to draw inferences. It also provides methods for
marking and notetaking while reading, along with suggestions for
keeping a reading journal.

Unit 2 on writing skills covers the three basic stages of writing:
prewriting, drafting, and revising. However, while students become
familiar with these stages, they are reminded that writing is not a
linear, step-by-step experience but rather a recursive one, with all
stages occurring and recurring throughout the writing process.

ix



X TO THE INSTRUCTOR

Making a writing assignment one’s own, finding and developing a
working thesis, arranging supporting evidence, and revising and ed-
iting tasks are all explained. The writing section draws heavily upon
the information in the reading section to reflect the reading-writing
connection. Rhetorical patterns are explained as aids to both reading
comprehension and writing.

Both units provide models and illustrations to make clear the
concepts presented. Students are periodically required to interact
with the text through various reinforcement activities. After every
major concept is presented, a short writing assignment is given that
can be collected or used as the basis for a journal entry.

Part II, Readings Worth Thinking and Writing About contains
eight thematically organized reading units. These units present a
collection of perspectives on learning, human behavior, cultural her-
itage, changing social values, family and relationships, work, the me-
dia, and controversial issues. The unit on controversial issues presents
pro and con arguments on bilingual education, the death penalty,
and handgun control. The viewpoints in all units are deliberately
diverse and are intended to stimulate thinking as well as to inform.
Attention has been given to include in these reading selections sub-
jects that appeal to students of various ethnic backgrounds. Many of
the reading selections have not been anthologized before, but all have
been selected with a developmental student audience in mind. The
selections provide a wide range of styles, from formal to informal,
from narrative to documented pieces. Readability levels for each se-
lection can be found in the Instructor’s Guide. While an effort was
made to select relatively short readings at a level appropriate for
developmental students, some essays will be more difficult to read
than others. But if students are to develop their reading and writing
skills, they must be provided with both readings and assignments
that will challenge them to rise above their present level. Rather than
avoid what seems to be difficult reading, students need to be shown
how to approach such material, a goal of this text.

Each essay is preceded by two or three questions to engage the
reader’s thoughts on the selection’s content, as well as a list of vo-
cabulary words and their definitions. Following each selection are
four sets of activities: Understanding the Content, Looking at Struc-
ture and Style, Evaluating the Author’s Viewpoints, and Pursuing
Possible Essay Topics. The questions and suggestions in these four
categories draw upon the information provided in Part I. The last
essay in each unit is a student essay written in response to the theme
of that particular unit and is followed by a brief critical commentary.
In some cases, flawed student essays are used in order to illustrate
both the problem and the correct revision approach needed.
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As with the readings, the questions and suggestions for essays
reflect a graduated range of difficulty in order to provide for and to
challenge the diversity of ability usually found in developmental writ-
ing classes.

The Appendix contains information on the final essay form, some
possible research sources for those students interested or required to
read beyond this text, and a brief section on citing and documenting
sources that follows the Modern Language Association Handbook for
Writers of Research Papers. For those who prefer the rhetorical ap-
proach to the teaching of writing, an alternate rhetorical table of
contents is provided.

Appreciation is extended to those reviewers who provided guid-
ance and help during the various developmental stages of this text:
Domenick Caruso, Kingsborough Community College; Robert Cos-
grove, Saddleback College; Ian Cruickshank, St. Louis Community
College—Florissant Valley; Kitty Dean Chen, Nassau Community Col-
lege; Kathryn Fitzgerald, University of Utah; Eric P. Hibbison, J.
Sargent Reynolds Community College; Myra J. Linden, Joliet Junior
College; and Robert E. Yarber, San Diego Mesa College. In addition,
my thanks go to Paul Smith, whose faith, support, and guidance in
this project helped me keep balance. Finally, a special word of ap-
preciation and recognition goes to Karen Potischman. Her editorial
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