teli¢ Pulsipher
Alex Pulsipher

e
::

GEOGR

Global Patterns, Local Lives




Lydia Miheli¢ Pulsipher

University of Tennessee at Knoxville

Alex A. Pulsipher

nlT ™ O 7 .

sgraphy

with the assistance of

Conrad “Mac” Goodwin

Universitv of Tennessee at Knoxville

W. H. Freeman and Company
New York



Acquisitions Editor: Jason Noe
Developmental Editor: Susan Moran
Marketing Manager: Jeffrey Rucker
Project Editor: Mary Louise Byrd
Cover and Text Designer: Blake Logan
Mlustration Coordinator: Shawn Churchman
Maps: University of Tennessee,
Cartographic Services Laboratory,
Will Fontanez, Director
Iustrations: Fine Line Illustrations
Photo Editor: Meg Kuhta
Production Coordinator: Susan Wein
New Media and Supplements Editor: Bridget O’Lavin
Composition: Sheridan Sellers
W. H. Freeman and Company,
Electronic Publishing Center
Manufacturing: RR Donnelley and Sons

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Pulsipher, Lydia M. (Lydia Mihelic)
World regional geography : global patterns, local lives / Lydia Miheli¢ Pulsipher,
Alex A. Pulsipher; with the assistance of Conrad (Mac) Goodwin.—2nd ed.
p. cm.
ISBN 0-7167-3841-4 (pbk.)
1. Geography. 1. Pulsipher, Alex. II. Goodwin, Conrad M., 1940-
I11. Title.

G128 .P85 2002
910—dc21 2002000274

© 2000, 2002 by W. H. Freeman and Company
No part of this book may be reproduced by any mechanical, photographic, or electronic
process, or in the form of any phonographic recording, nor may it be stored in a retrieval

system, transmitted, or otherwise copied for public or private use, without written permission
from the publisher.

Printed in the United States of America

Second Printing, 2003



To the people of the Caribbean island of Montservat who
Gave us our first experiences with the local imprints
of globalization



LYDIA MIHELIC PULSIPHER is a cultural-historical geogra-
pher who studies the landscapes of ordinary people through the
lens of archacology and historical geography. She has contrib-
uted to several geography-related exhibits at the Smithsonian
Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C., including
“Seeds of Change,” which featured her research in the eastern
Caribbean. Professor Pulsipher has taught cultural and Meso-
american geography at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville
since 1980, and, through her research, she has given many stu-
dents their first experience in foreign fieldwork. Previously she
taught at Hunter College and Dartmouth College. She received
her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A. from Tulane Univer-
sity, and her Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University.

ALEX A. PULSIPHER is a Ph.D. student in geography at Clark
University, where he is studying the vulnerability of human—

environment systems to global climate change. In the early 1990s,
Alex spent some time in South Asia working for a development
research center and then went on to do an undergraduate thesis
on the history of Hindu nationalism at Wesleyan University.
Beginning in 1995, Alex worked full time on the research and
writing of the first edition of this textbook. In 1999 and 2000, he
traveled to South America, Southeast Asia, and South Asia,
where he collected information for the second edition of the text
and for the Web site. In 2000 and 2001, he returned to writing
material and designing maps for the second edition.

While writing World Regional Geography, Lydia Pulsipher
was assisted by her husband, CONRAD “MAC” GOODWIN,
a historical archaeologist who specializes in sites created during
the European colonial era in North America, the Caribbean, and
the Pacific. He has particular expertise in the archaeology of agri-
cultural systems, formal gardens, domestic landscapes, and urban
spaces. He holds a research appointment in the Department of
Anthropology at the University of Tennessee.



The motivation to write this text came out of nearly two decades of teaching,
research, and travel. When teaching at the introductory level, I (Lydia Pulsipher)
found myself longing for a text that conveyed to students more of the current insights
from geographic research. I wanted a text that better conveyed the diversity of human
culture throughout the world, covering the lives of women, men, and children. I want-
ed a book that made global patterns of trade and consumption come alive for students
by showing the effects of these systems region to region and on the daily lives of ordinary
people. In summary, I set out to write a new text that explained and illustrated global pat-
terns while helping readers engage with the way these patterns affect local lives.

THE ENDURING VISION: THE GLOBAL AND THE LOCAL
The Global View

For the second edition we have further emphasized global trends and the interregion-
al linkages that are changing lives throughout the world. The following linkages are
explored in every chapter as appropriate:

® The multifaceted economic linkages among world regions. These include (1) the
effects of colonialism; (2) trade and particularly the growing number of regional trade
organizations such as NAFTA and the European Union; (3) the role of transnational
corporations in the world economy; (4) the global debt crisis; and (5) the influence
exercised by the World Bank and the IMF in the form of structural adjustment pro-
grams (SAPs). For the second edition, we have extensively enhanced discussions of
NAFTA, the European Union, and other regional trade organizations, and we have
included additional graphics and discussions illustrating trade relationships.

® The Internet and computer technology. In discussions new to this edition, the text
explores the variety of roles played by the Internet in economic development, forging
cultural identities, and encouraging democratic participation.

Figure 2.1 Interregional linkages: immigration
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Xvi Preface

+ m World popular culture. Mass communications and marketing techniques are pro-
E moting world popular culture. Some people across regions, especially young adults,
+ are able to share such things as food, clothing, music, and patterns of socializing (such
' as watching TV or the frequent use of cell phones). Most of this popular world culture
» appears benign, perhaps even furthering understanding across cultural divisions. Yet
' some aspects cause worries about exploitation, consumerism, environmental damage,
i and loss of values. Like the first edition, the second edition integrates coverage of pop-
+ular culture and its effects throughout in discussions of topics such as TV viewing in
' North Africa and Southwest Asia, the blending of Western and traditional culture in
. Japan, and the blossoming role of the Internet in Africa.

The Local View
Our approach pays special attention to local scales, whether a town, a
. Th iy appears 0 village, a single household, or a person. Our hope is, first, that stories
it of individuals and families will make geography interesting and real to
students, and, second, that seeing the effects of abstract processes and
trends on ordinary lives will make these developments clearer to stu-
dents. Reviewers have told us that students particularly appreciated
the personal vignettes, which are usually stories of real people (with
names disguised). We have taken the opportunity in the second edi-
tion to ensure we include a balance of vignettes on women, men,

e and children.

SURES OF HUMAN WELL-BEING

lives in a small apartment
ives in

MEA!
The Parvanov far

V‘GNETTE outside Sofia Xm“\

+ "
| wealth of the midd!

adequat

the material s

S $30 a mont
worth onty U.S, $30a ™ ot
.¢ part-ime |¢
Mrs. Parvanov holds three pa -
e company, and at
t
heodora, th
ls in the local market Theod:
e § he
siversity by day anc t

a building

an assistant 1

clothes she 5€

el

night. Yet with all this effc

o1 the
s tiny anoun
bout U.S, $100 2 montt h this tiny o
about US. 3 " .

ants wh
wo grandparents ¥
port two &

The car

alone medicif o

expensive. T

10 Survive

line is 100

Bulgarian gover

The following local responses are examined for each region as
appropriate:
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® Cultural change: changes in the family, gender roles, and social organization
in response to urbanization, modernization, and the global economy. The emphasis
on cultural change in the first edition continues in the second.

® Impacts on well-being: ideas of what constitutes “well-being”differ from culture to
culture yet, broadly speaking, people everywhere try to provide a healthy life for them-
selves in a community of their choosing. Their success in doing so is affected by local
conditions, global forces, and their own ingenuity.

® Grassroots development: extending a feature of the first edition, the revision
includes additional examples of projects initiated by local people to improve their
own lives.

® Issues of identity: paradoxically, as the world becomes more tightly knit
through global communications and media, ethnic and regional identities
often become stronger. Several new sections examine how modern devel-
opments such as the Internet are used to reinforce particular cultural
identities.

® Local attitudes toward globalization: many times people have ambiva-
lent reactions to global forces: they are repelled by the seeming power of
these forces, fearing effects on their own jobs and on local traditional cul-
tural values, but they are also attracted by the opportunities, such as new
jobs, that may emerge from greater global integration and are pleased
when free trade makes consumer goods available at low prices. New sec-
tions in several chapters look at what a region’s people say, in favor of or
Coffin art in Ghana (p. 370) against, cultural or economic globalization.
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THE AUTHOR TEAM

he senior author of this textbook is Lydia M. Pulsipher, a professor at the

University of Tennessee with research interests in human adaptation to the New
World tropics in the post-Columbian era and in the cultural responses to globalization
in North America, the Caribbean, Central Europe, and Asia. The junior author is her
son Alex Pulsipher, a Ph.D. student at Clark University, whose recent travels in South
America and Asia have interested him in the local responses to globalization and to
physical hazards such as those connected to global warming. He has co-written por-
tions of all chapters, especially those concerned with political, economic, and envi-
ronmental issues, as well as numerous vignettes drawn from his travels, and he has
designed numerous maps.

Another scholar has contributed full time to the project: Conrad “Mac” Goodwin,
an anthropologist and colonial sites archaeologist, also affiliated with the University
of Tennessee, did the bibliographic research and managed the production of the
manuscript for the author team, the choice and design of graphics, and the selection

of photos.

AUTHORITATIVE UPDATING: THE REGIONAL CONSULTANTS

To provide this text with the authority gained from years of study and travel, we have
turned to a group of expert scholars who have contributed to this edition as regional
consultants. Every chapter now incorporates additional expert commentary and analy-
sis pertaining to that specific world region, including an interview with the consultant
in a special feature entitled “Geographer in the Field.” We worked closely with each
consultant in carefully reviewing the chapters and identifying opportunities to deep-
en and enhance the regional discussion, so every student now has the opportunity to
learn about the world’s regions from those who know the regions best.
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Our expert regional consultants include:
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by war.
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Chapter 5, Russia and the Newly Independent States: Gregory loffe, Radford University.
A native of Moscow, Professor loffe has traveled extensively throughout the former USSR
and studies the rural population and agriculture of Russia.

Chapter 6, North Africa and Southwest Asia: Hussein A. Amery, Colorado School of
Mines. Professor Amery has done fieldwork in Lebanon, his place of birth, as well as in
Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Israel, and Palestine. He has studied the effects of immigrants’ remit-
tances on rural economic development and the relationship between water stress and
political conflict, and is now researching and writing about Islamic perspectives on the
natural environment.

Chapter 7, Sub-Saharan Africa: Barbara E. McDade, University of Florida. Professor
McDade’s primary areas of research are entrepreneurship and economic development and
the economic viability of small- and medium-size businesses in Ghana, West Africa.
“Stateside,” her research focus is black-owned businesses.

Chapter 8, South Asia: Carolyn V. Prorok, Slippery Rock University. Most of Professor
Prorok’s work focuses on religious material culture in the landscapes of the Hindu diaspo-
ra. She also works in the fields of geography of religion in general —especially pilgrimage
studies and sacred places—geographic education, and women in development issues.

Chapter 9, East Asia: Roman Cybriwsky, Temple University. Professor Cybriwsky’s cur-
rent research interests include urban-social geography, urban planning and development,
and neighborhood social change. He also has a special interest in planning and urban
design in big cities, and has worked extensively on related issues in central New York City,
Tokyo, Philadelphia, and elsewhere.

Chapter 10, Southeast Asia: Richard Ulack, University of Kentucky. Professor Ulack’s
research and teaching interests are in the broad area of development, with emphasis on
Southeast Asia and the South Pacific regions. His fieldwork has focused on population
geography (internal migration and fertility), urbanization (especially of middle-sized
cities), and, most recently, tourism.

Chapter 11, Oceania: Robert Kuhlken, Central Washington University. A former region-
al planner and now a cultural geographer, Professor Kuhlken studies the traditional agricul-
tural practices of Pacific Islanders.

GEOGRAPHIC PRINCIPLES IN BALANCE

The core of each chapter combines a portrait of the region’s basic eco-
nomic, political, sociocultural, and environmental geography. In this edi-
tion, we have added more material on the economic and political aspects
of the region. Moreover, our board of regional consultants ensures that
the most modern and authoritative perspectives are explored.

The structure of each chapter follows a consistent model.

® An introductory section, “Making Global Connections,” presents key
themes and regional trends, emphasizing interregional linkages that
connect the region to the rest of the world.

® The section “The Geographic Setting” covers the basic factors of

Eroded karst (limestone) deposits form jagged peaks in physical geography, history, and population patterns that contribute to

the Yunnan Plateau of China (p. 496)

a region’s present-day geography.



m The core of each chapter is the section “Current Geographical Issues.” This sec-
tion combines a portrait of the region’s basic economic, political, and sociocultural
geography with in-depth exploration of contemporary issues.

1. A subsection on economic and political issues emphasizes the connection of the
region to large-scale or global trends and looks at the distribution of power within
a region.

2. A subsection on sociocultural issues addresses such topics as family structure, gender

roles, the lives of children, and religion in contemporary life.

3. A subsection on environmental issues shows how economic and political
trends and societal values affect the use of resources and are changing the
environment.

m A special section, “Measures of Human Well-Being,” evaluates human well-
being in a region using a variety of measurements, including gross domestic product
(GDP) and the United Nations Human Development Index (HDI) and Gender
Empowerment Measure (GEM). The cornerstone of this section is a table that pres-

Preface Xix

Figure 7.11
Economic Issues: Sub-Saharan Africa
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ents these indices, plus male and female literacy figures in most cases, so that students
and instructors may compare levels of well-being within and across regions.

m The final third of each regional chapter provides a more detailed level of analysis.
Each region is divided into five to eight subregions, covered in turn in separate sec-
tions that point out the distinctive human and physical geographic features. Often
there is an opportunity to revisit issues explored on the regional scale earlier in the
chapter to see the more localized effects on particular subregions.

m A brief section at the end of the chapter called “Reflections” offers a per-
spective on the region’s future.

ENHANCED MAP PROGRAM

New maps reinforce the second edition’s emphasis on interregional linkages
and core topics. Redesigned maps are more informative, more pedagogi-
cally useful, and visually stunning. We have been fortunate to be able to
work closely with Will Fontanez and his capable staff at the University of
Tennessee Cartographic Services Laboratory in the maps’ planning and
design.

m The second edition contains new thematic maps that appear in every
regional chapter. In addition to climate and population density maps,
cach chapter includes a new, standardized environmental issues map
that maps land use, pollution, acid rain, and threatened fisheries. A
new economic issues map in each chapter focuses on one or more
key aspects of the region’s economy, such as trade, debt, or GDP, and
usually illuminates economic linkages with other regions.

/

Gulf of
Thailapg
m New maps in several chapters describe access to the Internet and
telecommunications, indicating a region’s access to information
flows, an important channel for forces of globalization.

m Additional maps on topics such as history, political conflict, trade
groups, and migration reinforce the core topics of the text.

m Subregion maps highlighting political divisions, transportation networks, and cities
have been redesigned to maximize clarity and visual appeal.

i
5. Efforts 10
ominated the
Tor almost

Guinea

s D?"'llv‘:
e del
(RS economies

bt
External Del o

as a Percent of GNP
) 100-200%
60.0-160.0%
[ 2000-3000%
- 500.0% or more

No data
8 Imports
[ Exports

Foreign Trade
(in billions. of dollars)

INDIAN
ACEAN

SAPs lllMlllrnItlIlMl
v 1 amb‘lln:ﬁr S'IM‘VI asan Ill!ﬂlglduz’:ad
| R
ler, , 3
dmm":mmn Infrastructures.

Under 250,000
Transportatin

Major roags
Railroads

Figure 10.19
Mainland Southeast Asia: Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia

1
I
1
1
I
1
i
I
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ENHANCED PEDAGOGICAL FEATURES
Assisting Critical Thinking

Features designed to encourage critical thinking about geographic issues appear in the
text, the Web site, the Instructor’s Resource Manual, and the Student Study Guide. These
features encourage students to apply geographic principles in interpreting data, analyz-
ing causes and consequences, and exploring the linkages between regions.

We have added discussion questions to the end of each chapter under the title
“Thinking Critically About Selected Concepts.” These questions ask students to reflect
on consequences of a region’s geographic features and to compare regions. We have
chosen to combine the discussion questions with the end-of-chapter summary of a

region’s important features, because instructors told us that they liked the immediate
reinforcement of those features provided by the discussion questions.

e The student Web site offers several types of critical thinking features that are
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® Important terms and concepts are set in boldfaced type the first time they appear
in the chapter. They are gathered, with their definitions, in a list of “Key Terms” at
the end of each chapter.

m All of the chapters’ Key Terms and their definitions are also listed alphabetically in
a Glossary at the back of the book.

® A Pronunciation Guide for less familiar place names and foreign terms appears at
the back of each chapter. The sounds of vowels are represented by the following system:

A PAT pat 00 POOT put
AH PAH-PUH papa [“00” as in book]|

AU PAUT pout 00 POOCH pooch
AW PAW paw UH PUHT putt
AY PAY pate AHR PAHRT part
EE PEET peat AIR PAIR pair
EH PEHT pet OHR POHR pour
EI PIE pye OOR POOR poor
IH PIHT pit URR PURR purr
OH POHP

pope
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he second edition is accompanied by a superior media and

supplements package that facilitates student learning and
enhances the teaching experience. For students, we have seam-
lessly integrated topics from the text with the companion Web
site; thus the latest technology is being used to reinforce con-
cepts from the text. For instructors, we have created a full-service
ancillary package that will help in the preparation of lectures
and exams, particularly in regard to electronic classroom
presentations.

AIDS FOR STUDENT LEARNING
On the Web

The companion Web site at www.whfreeman.com/pulsipher serves
as an online study guide. The authors are Tim Oakes and Chris
McMorran, both at the University of Colorado, Boulder. The core
of the Web site is a range of features to encourage critical thinking
and assist in study and review.

Critical Thinking Features

ﬂﬁnkiﬂg Gl(’bd“g: ON THE WEB. How is each world region linked
to daily life in the United States? This feature includes a variety
of Web site links that students can use to explore such linkages as
trade, finance, tourism, and political movements. The links are
matched with a series of questions or brief activities or both to
give students an opportunity to think about the ways they are con-
nected to the places and people they read about in the text.

Thinking Geographically: ON THE WEB. These exercises allow stu-
dents to explore a set of issues such as deforestation, human
rights, or free trade and examine how geography helps clarify our
understanding of them. Students focus on key geography con-
cepts—such as scale, region, place, interaction—as they use these
concepts to drive analysis of compelling issues.

Thinking Critically: oN THE WEB. Students will find two types of
Web exercises in this category:

m Thematic Map Overlays: Students can overlay various maps
from the text to compare and contrast data. Associated Thinking
Ciritically questions accompany each overlay option.

m Animated Population Maps: Animated maps show how re-
gional populations have fluctuated over time. Related Thinking
Critically questions ask students how and why the changes may
have occurred.

Cultural Enrichment

World Recipes and Cuisines: From International Home Cooking,
the cookbook of the United Nations International School.

For Study and Review

Map Learning Exercises: Students use this feature to identify
and learn countries, cities, and major geographic features of each
region.

Blank Outline Maps: Printable maps of every world region for
note-taking or exam review.

O & A Online: This self-quizzing feature enables students to re-
view key text concepts and sharpen their ability to analyze geo-
graphic material for exam preparation. Answers (correct or incor-
rect) prompt feedback that refers students to the specific section
in the text where the question is covered.

Audio Pronunciation Guide: Spoken guide of place names,
regional terms, and historical figures.

Selected Readings: A selected readings list for each chapter facil-
itates student projects and more advanced learning when the text-
book is used in upper-level courses.

Student CD-ROM

Can be packaged with the text for an additional $3.00 net.
Use ISBN 0-7167-3884-8.

For students without convenient access to the Internet, the CD

provides all the material from the Web site accessible through the

same user-friendly navigation.

Atlas

Rand McNally’s Atlas of World Geography, paperback, 176 pages.
Available packaged with the text (0-7167-4904-1) or the text and
Student Workbook (0-7167-4903-3).

Study Guide

Student Workbook for World Regional Geography, Jennifer
Rogalsky, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and Helen Ruth
Aspaas, Virginia Commonwealth University, 0-7167-4692-1. The
Student Workbook functions as both a study guide and book of
mapping exercises designed to hone student skills in geographic
analysis. The content has been carefully composed in conjunc-
tion with Lydia Pulsipher to complement the text.

AIDS FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Presentation

Instructor’s CD-ROM (0-7167-4691-3)

Contains all text images available as PowerPoint slides for use in
class presentation. It also contains the Test Bank as chapter-by-
chapter Word files that can be modified easily by the instructor.
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The Instructor’s Resource Manual is also available on the CD-
ROM as chapter-by-chapter Word files.

Instructor's Resource Manual
Jennifer Rogalsky, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and Helen
Ruth Aspaas, Virginia Commonwealth University.

The manual includes suggested lecture outlines, points to
ponder for class discussion, and ideas for exercises and class proj-
ects. The Instructor’s Resource Manual is available as chapter-by-
chapter Word files on the Web site under “For Instructors” for
easy editing and printing, as well as on the Instructor’s Resource

CD-ROM.

Slide Set with Lecture Notes (set of 100), 0-7167-4696-4

A set of more than 100 National Geographic images and ac-
companying explanatory lecture notes for course lectures and
presentations.

Overhead Transparencies (set of 100), 0-7167-4695-6
A handy set of key maps and figures from the text for class lecture
and presentation.

Instructor’s Web Site For instructors, the Web site offers specific
ideas written by Tim Oakes and Chris McMorran on how to incor-
porate World Regional Geography media into their course, as well
as the following instructional aids:

Instructor’s Resource Manual (Jennifer Rogalsky and Helen
Ruth Aspaas) provided as chapter-by-chapter Word files

Password-Protected Test Bank (Andy Walter and Kim
Crider) provided as chapter-by-chapter Word files

Syllabus-posting service

All text images available for download; also provided
as PowerPoint slides

A complete citation bibliography containing an extensive list
of the sources of information used in writing each chapter.

Assessment

Test Bank, accessed via the book’s Web site under the password-
protected “For Instructors” section, and available from the Instruc-
tor’s Resource CD-ROM. Created by Andy Walter, Florida State
University, Tallahassee, and Kim Crider, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.

The Test Bank is carefully designed to match the pedagogi-
cal intent of the text. It contains more than 2000 test questions
(multiple choice, short answer, matching, true/false, and essay).
The Web site and Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM versions pro-
vide instructors with chapter-by-chapter Word files to download,
edit and print.

Online Quizzing, powered by Questionmark, accessed at the
book’s Web site. Questionmark’s Perception is becoming the indus-
try standard for Web-based quizzing and assessment with full multi-
media capabilities. With it, instructors can easily and securely quiz
students online using prewritten, multiple-choice questions for
each text chapter (not from the Test Bank). Students receive instant
feedback and can take the quizzes multiple times. Instructors can
go into a protected Web site to view results by quiz, student, or
question, or can receive weekly results via e-mail.

Many ot our colleagues in geography have reviewed and com-
mented on various drafts of individual chapters or groups of
chapters for the first and second editions, offering advice on con-
tent and perspective. Not only have they greatly improved the
quality of the book, but many have offered words of encourage-
ment that were especially needed during this long process. Those
colleagues who reviewed and commented on at least one chapter
of the first edition are listed first, those who reviewed at least one
chapter of the second edition are listed second.

FIRST EDITION

Helen Ruth Aspaas Stanley Brunn

Virginia Commonwealth University of Kentucky
University

Altha Cravey
Brad Bays University of North Carolina

Oklahoma State University at Chapel Hill

Hari Garbharran
Middle Tennessee State

David Daniels
Central Missouri State

University University

Dydia DeLyser Baher Ghosheh
Louisiana State Edinboro University of
University Pennsylvania

James Doerner Janet Halpin
University of Northern Chicago State
Colorado University

Bryan Dorsey Peter Halvorson
Weber State University of
University Connecticut

Lorraine Dowler
Penn State University

Michael Handley
Emporia State University



Robert Hoffpauir
California State University,
Northridge

Glenn G. Hyman
International Center for Tropical
Agriculture

David Keeling
Western Kentucky University

Thomas Klak
Miami University of Ohio

Darrell Kruger
Northeast Louisiana University

David Lanegran
Macalester College

David Lee
Florida Atlantic University

Calvin Masilela
West Virginia University

Janice Monk
University of Arizona

Heidi Nast
De Paul University

Katherine Nashleanas
University of Nebraska

Tim Oakes
University of Colorado, Boulder

Darren Purcell
Florida State University

Susan Roberts
University of Kentucky

Dennis Satterlee
Northeast Louisiana University

Kathleen Schroeder
Appalachian State University

Dona Stewart
Georgia State University

Ingolf Vogeler
University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire

Susan Walcott
Georgia State University

SECOND EDITION

Helen Ruth Aspaas
Virginia Commonwealth
University

Cynthia F. Atkins
Hopkinsville Community College

Timothy Bailey
Pittsburgh State University

Robert Maxwell Beavers
University of Northern Colorado

James E. Bell
University of Colorado, Boulder

Richard W. Benfield
Central Connecticut State
University

John T. Bowen, Jr.

University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh

Stanley Brunn
University of Kentucky

Donald W. Buckwalter
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Gary Cummisk
Tri County Technical College

Roman Cybriwsky
Temple University

Cary W. de Wit
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Ramesh Dhussa
Drake University

David M. Diggs
University of Northern Colorado

Jane H. Ehemann

Shippensburg University

Kim Elmore
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill

Thomas Fogarty
University of Northern lowa

James F. Fryman
University of Northern lowa
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Heidi Glaesel
Elon College

Ellen R. Hansen
Emporia State University

John E. Harmon
Central Connecticut State University

Michael Harrison

University of Southern Mississippi

Douglas Heffington
Middle Tennessee State University

Robert Hoffpauir
California State University, Northridge

Catherine Hooey
Pittshurgh State University

Doc Horsley
Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale

David J. Keeling
Western Kentucky University

James Keese
California Polytechnic State University

Debra D. Kreitzer
Western Kentucky University

Jim LeBeau
Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale

Howell C. Lloyd
Miami University of Ohio

Judith L. Meyer
Southwest Missouri State University

Judith C. Mimbs
University of Tennessee,
Chattanooga

Monica Nyamwange
William Paterson University

Thomas Paradis
Northern Arizona University

Firooza Pauri
Emporia State University

Timothy C. Pitts
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
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William Preston Dean Sinclair

California Polytechnic State University

Gordon M. Riedesel Robert A. Sirk

Syracuse University

Joella Robinson
Houston Community College

Steven M. Schnell
Northwest Missouri State University

Wei Song

Kathleen Schroeder
Appalachian State University

his book has been a family project many years in the making.

I (Lydia) came to the discipline of geography at the age of five,
when my immigrant father, Joe Mihelic, hung a world map over
the breakfast table in our home in Coal City, [llinois, where he was
pastor of the New Hope Presbyterian church (see my childhood
map, page 4). We soon moved to the Mississippi Valley of eastern
lowa, where my father, then a professor in the Presbyterian theo-
logical seminary in Dubuque, continued his geography lessons on
the passing landscapes whenever I accompanied him on Sunday
trips to small country churches. Once we had an especially long
lesson when the flooding Mississippi River trapped us for hours.
Alex and his older brother, Anthony, got their first doses of geogra-
phy in the bedtime stories I used to tell them. For plots and settings,
[ drew on Caribbean colonial documents I was then reading for my
dissertation. They first learned about the hard labor of field geog-
raphy when as mid-sized children they were expected to help with
the archaeological and ethnographic research my colleagues and
I were conducting on the eastern Caribbean island of Montserrat.
Mac Goodwin, my husband, has given up several years of his
career as a colonial sites archaeologist to help with the research,
writing, and production of this book. It was my brother John
Mihelic who first suggested that we write a book like this one, after
he too came to appreciate geography. He has been a loyal cheer-
leader during the process, as have our extended family and friends
in Knoxville, Montserrat, Slovenia, and beyond.

My graduate students and faculty colleagues in the Geography
Department at the University of Tennessee have been generous in
their support, serving as helpful impromptu sounding boards for
ideas. Ken Orvis, especially, has advised us on the physical geogra-
phy sections of both editions. Will Fontanez and the cartography
shop staff unfailingly pursued the goal of beautiful informative
maps, often cheerfully making adjustments when it was definitely

William D. Solecki
Montclair State University

Northwestern State University

Austin Peay State University

University of Wisconsin, Parkside

William Reese Strong
University of North Alabama

Selima Sultana
Auburn University

Suzanne Traub-Metlay
Front Range Community
College

David J. Truly
Central Connecticut State
University

Alice L. Tym
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga

not convenient. Special thanks are owed to Will and to Tom
Wallin, Susan Carney, Jennifer Barnes, Hilary Martin, Brad Kreps,
and Will Albaugh.

Sara Tenney and Liz Widdicombe at W. H. Freeman and
Company were the first to persuade us that together we could
develop a new direction for World Regional Geography, one that
included the latest thinking in geography written in an accessible
style. In accomplishing this goal, we are especially indebted to
our developmental editor, Susan Moran, ably assisted by Marjorie
Anderson, and to the W. H. Freeman staff for all they have done to
ensure that this book is well written, beautifully designed, and well
presented to the public. Over the seven years that have passed since
we first began working on this book, Susan has been unfailingly
wise, temperate, insightful, and probing, yet also kind and pa-
tient. She was always a loyal advocate for the reader—without her
help, we could not have produced this book.

We would also like to gratefully acknowledge the efforts of the
following people at W. H. Freeman: Melissa Wallerstein and
Susan Brennan, acquisitions editors for the first edition, Jason Noe,
for the second edition; Mary Louise Byrd, project editor for both
editions; Diana Siemens, copy editor; Blake Logan, designer; Bill
Page and Shawn Churchman, illustration coordinators; Susan
Wein, production coordinator; Sheridan Sellers, W. H. Freeman
and Company FElectronic Publishing Center; Inge King, photo
researcher for the first edition, Meg Kuhta for the second edition;
Bridget O’Lavin, supplements and new media editor; and Eleanor
Wedge and Martha Solonche, proofreaders for the text and maps,
respectively. We are also grateful to Jennifer Rogalsky and Helen
Ruth Aspaas, authors of the Student Workbook and Instructor’s
Resource Manual; Tim Oakes and Chris McMorran, authors
of the Web site; and Andy Walter and Kim Crider, authors of the
Test Bank.
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