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She also writes in the areas of administrative and privacy law.

Angelica Duran (1987 B.A. English with Spanish minor, 1988 M.A.
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and is now a Senior Lecturer in the School of English at Exeter
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Katsuhiro Engetsu (1980 B.A., 1982 M.A. English, Doshisha; 1985
M.A. English, Indiana University). Professor of English at Doshisha
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J. Martin Evans (1958 B.A., 1963 D.Phil. English, Oxford). A native
of Cardiff, he emigrated to the United States in 1963 to teach at Stanford
University, where he has been on the faculty ever since, most recently
as the William R. Kenan Professor of English. His publishing record
spans 30 years, starting with Paradise Lost and the Genesis Tradition
(1968) and leading to The Miltonic Moment (1998). He shared his
familiarity with Renaissance and Milton criticism, which emerges
so clearly in the “Select Bibliography” of this volume, in editing the
five-volume John Milton: Twentieth Century Perspectives (2002); and in
teaching courses in the English Department as well as the Introduc-
tion to the Humanities and Overseas Studies programs. He has earned
numerous, well-deserved awards for his service to his students, in-
cluding the editors of the Cambridge Companion to Milton and this
volume. He is the 2004 Milton Society of America Honored Scholar.

Robert Thomas Fallon (1949 B.S. Engineering, USMA; 1960 M.A.
History, Canisius College; 1965 Ph.D. English and Comparative Lit-
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Imagery (1995), and served as President of the Milton Society of America.
He is a contributing editor to two volumes of A Variorum Edition of the
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books on Shakespeare, the three Theatergoer’s Guide volumes (2001,
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Roy Flannagan (1960 B.A. English, Washington and Lee; 1966 Ph.D.
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of the Milton Society.

Annabel Patterson (1961 B.A. English, University of Toronto; 1963
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Emeritus. She is a Fellow of the American Arts and Sciences and the
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of them on Milton, Marvell, and Donne. She herself is most fond, for
ideological reasons, of Early Modern Liberalism (1997), now reprinted
in paperback, and considers the two-volume Prose Works of Andrew
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Introduction

Angelica Duran

A Concise Companion to Milton is the second in the Blackwell Concise
Companions to Literature and Culture series (General Editor: David
Bradshaw) dedicated to a single author rather than to a literary period
or theory. The aim of this volume is to provide readers with key guides
to understanding the great influence and endurance of the works of
the seventeenth-century British writer John Milton. Introductory and
succinct without being cursory, it is intended to complement the award-
winning, 29-chapter A Companion to Milton (Blackwell, 2001), edited
by Thomas Corns and used for advanced study.

The cover illustration speaks to the vitality of interpretations of
Milton’s complex works and life. Similarly, the essays in this collection
provide readers not with one coherent line of interpretation but rather
with diverse, authoritative interpretations that will greatly amplify their
appreciation of that complexity. Indeed, diversity is one of the hallmarks
of this volume’s 12 newly commissioned chapters and two reference
sections, penned by a wide range of scholars — from exciting neophytes
to respected veterans, from native English speakers in England, Aus-
tralia, Canada, and the United States to non-native-English-speaking
scholars in Japan and the United States. The careful selection of the
contributors is express recognition of the global network of scholars
and institutions that contribute to the transmission of literary works
that should not simply endure but thrive.

Because of its brevity, depth, and structure, A Concise Companion to
Milton can serve as the one companion text to Milton’s collected works
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required for undergraduate and graduate Milton courses. Its accessib-
ility also makes it an ideal companion for the general reader and for
college and university survey courses. This volume’s chapters are pur-
posefully brief and written with a minimum of scholarly jargon so
that readers at any level can have time to read them alongside weekly
primary reading. There are 12 chapters so that those on 10-week
quarters and 15-week semesters can easily schedule reading them all,
either skipping or doubling up readings assignments — chapters 1-3
will work particularly well for the introductory week(s). In the case of
survey courses, an individual chapter can be assigned from a copy
kept in library reserve.

In a text dedicated to a single author yet authored by many, it
would be remiss to ignore the authors of each chapter. I mention the
often bypassed section “Notes on Contributors” in hopes of encouraging
readers to perceive of the chapters as written portions of conversations
with fellow readers interested in the same author. The subsection
titles of my “Chapter 4: First and Last Fruits of Education” — passion,
gratitude, hope, and compassion — encompass only some of the
emotions that have propelled each of the contributors” immense and
humane contributions to both literary studies and this volume. They
each care about texts, they care about students, they care about their
world. I thank them heartily for making my job as editor so delightful.

The volume is divided into three parts, with titles that reflect the
idea of this volume acting as a guiding companion to readers on an
exciting educational journey. “Part I: Surveys” explains how and why
Milton’s works established and continue to maintain their central posi-
tion in the English and international literary canon. Its three chapters
survey the relationship of Milton’s works to historical, literary, socio-
political, and theoretical trends. The nine chapters in “Part II: Textual
Sites” clarify important issues that emerge in specific texts or sets of
texts, and that are particularly relevant to contemporary society:
cultural encounters, ecology, gender, religion, and the value of scholar-
ship. These chapters follow Milton’s poetry primarily in chronological
order, reflecting the customary organization of college and university
syllabuses and the reading practices of general readers. Some chapters
focus on a number of texts from various periods of Milton’s life,
related by topic (education in chapter 4), genre (sonnets in chap-
ter 5), or character (Jesus in chapter 11). Additionally, most chapters
incorporate Milton’s prose works into their discussions — and by
extension into current reading practices and future Milton studies —
where those prose works warrant attention. “Part III: Reference Points,”
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comprised of the “Select Chronology” and “Select Bibliography,” helps
readers in contextualizing the readings in terms of biography, history,
literary studies, and Milton studies.

In Areopagitica, Milton wrote that “Books are not absolutely dead
things, but doe contain a potencie of life in them to be as active as
that soule was whose progeny they are.” When books have led such
public lives as have Milton’s, they contain also the lifeblood of the
many readers, scholars, and institutions that have dedicated their
energies to preserving them, including the collaborators of this volume.
In an important sense, the collaboration of this volume extends to its
readers. As such, this introduction does not conclude in closure but
rather in prospect. Please contact me through Blackwell Publishing at
www.blackwellpublishing.com/contacts with descriptions of your suc-
cesses and challenges in using this volume so that we may improve
subsequent editions. Together, we will continue to work towards clearer
visions of Milton and his works.
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