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PREFACE

The SaHORTER BIBLE is not intended as a substitute
for the complete text or the time-honored versions.
It aims rather, through the selection of certain parts
which have seemed to the editors especially well suited
to this purpose, to kindle the interest of the busy mod-
ern reader in the Bible as a whole.

In the Bible, accounts of the same events or teach-
ings are frequently repeated. The Book of Genesis
alone contains between thirty and forty such repeti-
tions. Seven-eighths of Mark is quoted in Matthew
and three-fourths in Luke. The reader is often con-
fused by these different versions of the same incidents
and teachings. It is quite natural that Paul, even with
his astounding versatility, should repeat certain teach-
ings in his letters. About one-third of the Old Testa-
ment and about two-thirds of the New represent what
1s most frequently read or used by the average Bible
student.

The effort 1s made in the SaorTER BiBLE, by omit-
ting these duplicates, by bringing together kindred
parts, and by arranging the material in each group
according to the nature of its contents or in the order
in which it is written, to secure a clearer picture of the
origin and development of Judaism and Christianity
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and of the work and teachings of their great social and
spiritual leaders.

In the translation the aim has been to translate the
original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek idioms into their
modern English equivalents—that is, to make it literal
rather than literalistic, and to present the thought of
the Biblical writers so simply that it can be easily
understood by all. The editors desire to express their
deep sense of indebtedness to the many scholars who
have prepared the way and to the host of devoted
friends who have generously aided in this work.
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