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Preface

About Children’s Literature

The field of children’s literature continues to grow and change
as exciting new books are published each year. Of course, older
books remain good reading fare—they are new to each child
who reads them—but new books bring fresh voices and
visions to the field. Twenty years after the first edition, revising
Literature and the Child finds us rewriting, rethinking, and
fine-tuning a message that grows in importance for class-
rooms around the world: Give children books. In these times
of mandated high-stakes testing with teacher accountability
linked to test scores, it is vital that we not lose sight of one
important reason to become a fluent reader—books.

About the Fifth Edition

In this edition we have reorganized some chapters, added
new ones, and refined features that readers have enjoyed in
earlier editions. The book is divided into two parts: “The
Books” and “Children and Books.”

Part One begins with an introductory chapter that
examines the past, the present, and the potential future of
children’s literature. Additional information on the history
of children’s literature is included in Appendix E. Part One
then moves on to chapters that are organized by genre,
beginning with poetry. We have divided the material on pic-
ture books into two chapters, one focusing on the art of the
picture book, the other on the types of content that are
common in picture books. Each genre chapter is organized
similarly: We introduce and define the genre, discuss how
children respond to it, present evaluative criteria, then look
closely at exemplars of the genre. The organization of the
discussion of the books in each genre reflects the variety of
possibilities for discussing children’s books. We end Part
One with a chapter on selecting books to build a diverse lit-
erature collection. Culturally diverse literature is present in
all chapters; Chapter 11 highlights authors and illustrators
who are contributing to the development of an increasingly
diverse corpus of books from which to select.

In Part Two, we devote a chapter to the readers them-
selves and how they develop as responsive readers. The last

two chapters are focused on literature in use in class-
rooms. Real classrooms, real children, and real teachers are
described to bring to life the range of choices that exist for
materials, organization, and instruction when children’s
books are the basis of the curriculum.

Features in this edition include Profiles and Teaching
Ideas, just as in the previous edition. The Appendices have
been updated, with new children’s and young adult book
awards included. We moved the Booklists to the end of each
chapter where they are organized according to headings
within the chapter. We hope that having the Booklists
together at the end of each chapter will make the text easier
to use as a reference for finding appropriate books. The
Booklists also appear on the text-specific Web site, which
can be accessed through the CD that accompanies this
book. These Booklists will be updated every six months for
the life of this edition. Further, there is a new feature that
uses Infotrac® College Edition, an online database of arti-
cles and readings from hundreds of journals and periodicals
(including The Horn Book Magazine), to encourage stu-
dents to read and respond to specific professional material.
The suggestions that we make for Infotrac College Edition
exercises adapt well to small group assignments, paper top-
ics, or examination questions.
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