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Preface

HERE SHOULD BE no nced to justify

the study of history. The past is

worth studyving because it is not
dead but very much alive. It lives about us
in forms that are taken for granted—in
laws, customs, institutions, and belicfs
which, though intangible, provide an envi-
ronment as real as the physical world. The
past lives also in conscious memory, in a
memory that is guided, or misguided, by
books, articles, movies, television programs,
monuments, restorations, and historical rec-
ords of various kinds.

The complexity of history (whether his-
tory be considered as past conditions and
events or as the means of finding out and
reporting about them) makes the task of the
student and the instructor much more inter-
esting than it otherwise would be, but also
much more difficult. If the past were really
dead and also simple, a post mortem would
be comparatively ecasy, or (to change the
figure) the “bar of history” so often ap-

pealed to could render a final verdict on al-
most every disputed point. Actually, histo-
rians agree upon most of the “facts” of
American history. But there are countless
facts, and with regard to some of them his-
torians disagree as to which are the more
important and which should be picked out
and emphasized. Hence historians differ
about the meaning or significance of partic-
ular phases of the past.

One purpose of a history textbook is to
provide, for the beginning student, a guide
to an infinitely complex and often contro-
verted story. Of necessity, any text is based
upon the researches not of its authors alone
but of thousands of historical scholars. In
its choice of subject matter and in its han-
dling of controversial issues the book should
represent, so far as possible, the consensus
of contemporary historical scholarship. At
points where there is no clear conscnsus, the
authors have no choice but to rely on their
own tentative judgment, unless they are to
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risk leaving the student in confusion. The
student should always bear in mind, how-
ever, that the sum of American history is
not contained in this or in any other book.
Indeed, this book is intended to open the
subject, not to close it. The book will have
succeeded if, with the indispensable aid of
the instructor, it arouses a desire to learn
more about American history than is con-
tained between these covers.

This volume includes a number of de-
vices, some of them quite new, designed to
make it a more useful and more interesting
guide. Chapter bibliographies and a general
bibliography provide selected lists of books
for further reading. Maps have been con-
ceived and drawn with a view to clarity.
Graphs and charts reduce some of the sta-
tistical data to a form easily grasped. Other
illustrations, which are numercus, have been
chosen not as ornaments but as aids to un-
derstanding; these are placed near the text
material they illustrate, and they are ac-
companied by rather full explanatory cap-
tions. A novel feature is the use of “boxes”
which often contain excerpts from contem-
porary documents; these sclections make
the volume to some extent a book of read-
ings as well as a textbook. Appendices con-
tain additional documentary and statistical
information. The student is urged to make
himself familiar, at the outset, with the
book as a whole and with all its special fea-
tures.

One of the chief innovations included in
this text is the repetition of the chapter on
“The Postwar Nation.” This chapter ap-
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pears as number 31 in the first volume and
again as number 1 in the second to accom-
modate the needs of individual courses,
which at the present time exhibit some vari-
ation in division between the two terms.
Repetition of this chapter affords either a
quick review for continuing students or,
for newcomers, a detailed treatment of the
period of Reconstruction.

Though this book has been put together
with considerable care, we are under no il-
lusion that we have managed to escape all
errors of fact or interpretation. We will be
grateful for suggestions of corrections or
other improvements to be incorporated in
future editions. Our errors—whatever they
may prove to be—are our own. No one else
is responsible for them. Certainly they are
fewer than they would have been without
the assistance of our editors and a number
of generous scholars. We are deeply in-
debted to Roger Shugg, John T. Hawes, Jr.,
and especially Ray Ginger, who, as an edi-
tor at Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., had a t'ruly
creative part in the shaping of this book.
We are also decply indebted to the follow-
ing scholars, who have read and criticized
parts of the manuscript: Carl Bridenbaugh,
Thomas D. Clark, Charles C. Griffin, Jane L.
De Grummond, John Duffy, Holman
Hamilton, William B. Hesseltine, Homer
Hite, Arthur S. Link, John Loos, Ernest R.
May, J. Preston Moore, Roy F. Nichols,
Charles G. Sellers, Jr., Wendell H. Stephen-
son, George B. Tindall, Joseph Tregle, and
Frank Vandiver.

T.H. W.
R.N.C.
F.F.
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