ON ANGIENT
GENTRAL-ASIAN TRAGKS

BRIEF NARRATIVE OF THREE EXPEDITIONS IN
INNERMOST ASIA AND NORTH-WESTERN CHINA

BY

* SIR AUREL STEIN, K.C,LE,

R
O A S

pERB=1£89
REPRINTED IN CHINA
1941



’g?z%”i‘f 24
’ic Edo! 1&9-5‘5@ 200008 i/
ON ANCIENT 144,

CENTRAL-ASIAN TRACKS

BRIEF NARRATIVE OF THREE EXPEDITIONS IN
INNERMOST ASIA AND NORTH-WESTERN CHINA

BY

SIR AUREL STEIN, K.C.IL.E.

WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS, COLOUR PLATES, PANORAMAS
AND MAP FROM ORIGINAL SURVEYS




ANGIENT BUIDHIST PAINTING ON SILK, RECOVERZD FROM
THE ‘CAVES OF THE THOUSAND BUDDHAS, TUN-HUANG.
IT SHOW3 THE BODHISATTVA AVALOKITESVARA, AS SEEN

IN A DREAM, GUIDING A PIOUS SOUL TO HIS HZAVEN.
SCALE ONE-FOURTH.




TO THE MEMORY OF

SIR THOMAS ARNOLD
SCHOLAR, °‘SAINT’, AND INCOMPARABLE FRIEND

WHOSE INSPIRITING SYMPATHY EVER
FOLLOWED AND BRIGHTENED MY TRAVELS
THIS RECORD OF THEM IS INSCRIBED IN
UNCEASING AFFECTION AND GRATITUDE




PREFACE

Tmis book is meant to present a succinct account of the
explorations, antiquarian and geographical, which T had
the good fortune to carry out in Chinese Turkistan and
adjacent parts of innermost Asia. The years spent on hard
travel in those little-known regions, difficult of access and
trying in their physical features, remain among the happiest
memories of my life. But more strenuous still and longer
were the years needed for the elaboration of the abundant
scientific results which my three Central-Asian expeditions
had yielded.

By the publication of personal narratives on the first two
journeys and of eleven heavy quarto volumes of detailed
reports on all three (see p. xii) I'may well believe my duty
done in the matter of record. But with the exception of
Ruins of Desert Cathay, containing a full account of the per-
sonal experiences on my second expedition (1906-8), all the
above publications have long ago passed out of print and
are now difficult to secure. .

Since the last of those labours were disposed of, fully
twenty-seven: years after my return from the first journey,
I have been free to turn to new fields of archaeological
exploration farther south. But my recollections of those

fruitful years spent in the deserts and mountains of inner-
vii
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most Asia are still as fresh and cherished as before. So when
the President of Harvard University kindly invited me to
deliver a course of lectures at the Lowell Institute, Boston,
I gladly availed myself of the opportunity offered to de-
scribe the travels and discoveries of those years in a con-
densed form suited for a wider public.

Considering the great extent and varied character of the
explorations, it would have been still more difficult to
achieve the requisite condensation, had I not been able
adequately to illustrate my account of them on the screen.
This need made itself felt also when presenting here these
lectures in print with suitable additions and changes. Hence
I must feel grateful for the discerning consideration of my
publishers which has rendered it possible to provide suffi-
cient illustrations both of the scenes of my explorations and
of the finds that rewarded them at ancient sites.

Before taking the reader to the distant region of Asia over
which those explorations extended, it seemed necessary to

~ sketch in broad outlines its characteristic physical features.

Equally helpful it appeared to give a summary account of
the history of which that region had been the scene for the
last two thousand years, and for which it was destined mainly
by its geography. For these introductory chapters I was
able to avail myself largely of what I had occasion to set
forth in my lecture on “Innermost Asia: its Geography as
a factor in History”, delivered in 1925 before the Royal
Gcographlcal Society.

In the course of three long expeditions carried over a
vast area where practicable routes are limited by great
natural obstacles, it was unavoidable that geographical con-
siderations and archaeological tasks should cause certain
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parts of it to be visifed by me more than once. This circum-
stance has made it advisable to order my account of the ¢hiéf
phases in my exploratory work according to the localities
which witnessed them, instead of adhermg to strict chrbno-
logical sequence. -

The results of those expedmons, extendmg altogether
over close on seven years, could not have been achieved
had I not from their start, and all through the years which
the study and record of the results claimed, enjoyed very
willing and effective help from many sides. Preceding publi-
cations have afforded me welcome opportunities to‘acknow-
ledge these manifold obligations in detail. Here I must be
content with' the briefest record of gratitude.

To the enlightened support of the Indian Govcrnment,
which I was privileged to serve first in its Educational Service
and later in its Archaeological Survey, ¥ owe my largest debt
for requisite freedom and means to carry out my chosen
tasks. The authorities of the British Museuin, besides pro-
viding a share in'the cost of my second expedition, gave
very valuable help by granting accommodation for' the
arrangement and study of the antiquities brought back
from all my journeys and allowmg expert scholars on
their staff to aid in these tasks.

On the geographical side I feel greatly indebted to the
Survey of India, which provided me in the field with well-
trained and hard-working Indian Surveyors and at con-
siderable expense published the results of the topographical
surveys, carried out by them under my direction and with
my assistance, in successive large series of maps. In the
same direction the Council of the Royal Geographical
Society has at all times accorded me generous help and

b
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cncouragement, as attested by their grant in 1gog of the
Founder’s Gold Medal.

It would have been quite impossible for me to do Jjustice
to the varied interest and importance of the antiquities
discovered, including abundant relics of ancient arts and
crafis as well as early manuscript remains in a dozen or so
of different languages, had not a large number of dis-
tinguished Orientalist scholars and students of Eastern art
most readily offered their expert collaboration. The names of
such valued helpers are far too many for individual mention
in this place. So I must rest content with the references
made in some chapters to those scholars to whom the
elucidation of particularly important classes of docu-
‘mentary finds is due.

In connexion with the present volume I have to record
my special thanks to the Government of India in the De-
partment of Education, Lands and Health for permission
to.use here a selection of photographs taken by me on my
journeys, as.well as to the High Commissioner for India in
London who authorized the reproduction from my detailed
reports (Ancient Khotan; Serindia; Innermost Asia) of plates
illustrating certain antiques. For the accompanying map
I am obliged to the Secretary of the Royal Geographical
Society, who kindly allowed it to be reproduced from the
one published with the above-quoted paper in the Geo-
graphical Journal. With regard to the arrangement of the
illustrative materials it affords me special gratification to
acknowledge the same valuable help which my artist friend
and assistant, Mr. Fred. H. Andrews, 0.B.E., has kindly
rendered me for all my previous publications. To Mr. George
A. Macmillan I owe sincere gratitude for his kindness in
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looking over my text with special regard to the needs of the
general reader. Nor ought I to omit mention of the excellent
work of Messrs. Henry Stone and Son, Banbury, on the
colour plates, which affords a guarantee for the faithfulness
of these reproductions.

For the last thirty years the tasks entailed by the results
of my explorations have imposed upon me prolonged
periods of desk work in civilization, more exacting to me
in some ways than efforts in the field. That most of this
work could be done under the sheltering care and with the
constant encouragement of those kindest of friends under
whose ever hospitable roof I now write is a boon for which

AUREL STEIN.

AT THE anm s Lopoines, L
Corrus Curisti CoLLEGE, Oxrom

September 18, 1932,
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