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PREFACE
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olleagues and students from across the country have been generous in their
Cresponses to the first edition of First Peoples. In countering the often fleet-
ing reference to, and marginalization of, Native Americans in history books,
First Peoples clearly met a need. It provided an overview of Native American his-
tory and offered students a more complete and more richly textured narrative
of Indian peoples and their place in United States history. In addition, it pro-
vided an opportunity to tackle historical evidence firsthand: I wanted to invite
students to try to reconstruct the past through the words of people — Indians
and non-Indians — who lived in a different time, saw the world in different
ways, and had their own reasons for acting as they did.

The second edition of First Peoples follows the same approach and pursues
the same goals, with a richer and more varied selection of resources and more
information on modern developments. As in the first edition, each chapter in-
cludes a narrative section, followed by primary documents and then a picture
essay. By combining historical background with textual and visual evidence, the
book provides students with enough context to begin asking questions of the
documents and pictures. The structure of the book enables instructors to go be-
yond giving an outline of events, laws, leaders, and battles, and provides them
with materials for exploring other issues and examining how Indian history has
been written and remembered.

The text has been completely reviewed and, where necessary, revised or ex-
panded to take into account the new books and articles on American history
that continue to be published at a tremendous rate, the Indian affairs that con-
tinue to make news, and the Indian people who continue to make history. Col-
leagues, reviewers, and I agree that developments in the twentieth century —
and now the twenty-first century — merit more attention than they received in
the first edition. In addition, students are often most interested in the most re-
cent events. As a result, I substantially revised and expanded the final chapter.
Retitled “Nations Within a Nation: Indian Country Today,” it gives students a
sense of the continuing struggles waged by America’s first peoples as they en-
deavor to preserve their cultures, promote their economic independence, and
protect their sovereignty. The chapter includes information on court cases, the
controversy over Indian gaming, and issues of stereotyping that continue to af-
fect Indian people.

In addition to bringing the story up to the beginning of the twenty-first
century, this edition provides more information on Alaskan Natives and
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Canada’s first peoples and expanded coverage of the militancy and activism that
developed in Indian Country after World War II. To better articulate and pre-
sent the nature of the ongoing and evolving history of American Indians, I
have strengthened themes and headings throughout.

New documents increase the presence of Native voices in the book. Of the
eight documents new to the second edition, five are by Natives: an account of
the Pueblo Revolt, a letter by John Ross, the Twenty Points presented to the gov-
ernment during the Trail of Broken Treaties march on Washington, the Procla-
mation to the Great White Father and to All His People issued by the protest-
ers at Alcatraz, and an editorial from Lakota Times about mascots. A few of the
retained documents have been shortened to increase student accessibility and
to create room for the additional selections. In addition, the captivity narrative
of Mary Jemison has replaced the captivity narrative of Susanna Johnson that
appeared in the first edition. Both women were captured by Indians in the
1750s, but whereas Susanna was a grown woman with children and returned
home as soon as she could, Mary was captured as a teenager and lived the rest
of her life with the Senecas.

The illustration and map programs received significant attention during
the development of the second edition. A greatly enhanced map program fea-
tures thirteen new maps, including maps that show the approximate tribal lo-
cations at first sustained contact with Europeans, the Ohio Country during
the Seven Years’ War, boundary lines of 1763 and 1783, treaties and land ces-
sions to 1810, and the movement of tribes onto the Plains. To reinforce the ex-
panded final chapter, new maps feature state and federally recognized reserva-
tions, Alaska’s Native Regional Corporations, Oneida and Maine land claims,
proposed and actual nuclear waste sites in Indian Country, and James Bay.
Most of the retained maps have been revised to show topography, and repro-
ductions of contemporary maps have been added to help students understand
how outsiders perceived the “New World” and the Natives’ place in it. In addi-
tion, new charts document 2000 census findings, and over thirty new illustra-
tions provide many views of Natives, among them a creation legend, ways of life
old and new, historic events, and important women and men in the shared
history of the United States and American Indians. The picture essays in
Chapters 1 and 7 now include additional examples of early Native American
towns and depictions of twentieth-century life by Native American artists,
respectively.

Additional pedagogical revisions include calling out the discussion-
provoking Questions for Consideration at the end of each document headnote
and picture essay and the addition of a Video Resources appendix offering an-
notated entries for many useful documentaries. The chapter-ending bibliogra-
phies have been updated, as has the General Reference Works appendix, and the
Web sites found in a separate Internet Resources appendix. In addition, students
are encouraged at the end of every chapter’s narrative section to look for a
more extensive listing of relevant Web sites at www.bedfordstmartins.com/
historylinks.
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