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w Preface

This ESL grammar workbook accompanies Understandiné and Using English Grammar (Second
Edition). It is a place for students to explore and practice structures on their own. At the same

time, the workbook provides supplementary teaching materials for the teacher to select as needed.

The exercises are designated (1) SELFSTUDY PRACTICES or (2) GUIDED STUDY

PRACTICES:

(1) The SELFSTUDY PRACTICES are designed for independent out-of-class use by the
students, who can correct their own work by referring to the Answer Key Booklet at the back of
the workbook. The SELFSTUDY PRACTICES allow students ample opportunities to clarify their
understandmgs, explore structures at thcir own pace, assess their proficiency, and expand their

usage ability as well as their vocabulary.

(2) The GUIDED STUDY PRACTICES, for which the answers are not given, are mtended
p:imzrily as additional material for the teacher to use as s/he sees the need. They can be used for

classwork, homework, or individualized instruction.

The content of the exercises often seeks to inform, challenge, and pique the curiosity of
students as they practice their English language skills. In addition, the workbook contains
suggestions for various language-learning activities such as discussions, games, and writing topics.

There are two workbooks. Workbook Volume A has exercises for Chapters 1-4 and Appendix 1.
Workbook Volume B contains exercises for Chapters 5-10. The workbooks are coordinated with the
main text. The heading for each practice refers the students to the charts in the main text that
contain explanations of the grammar being practiced. The Teacher’s Guide that accompanies the
main text includes suggestions for using the workbooks, plus answers to the GUIDED STUDY

PRACTICES.

The answer key to the SELFSTUDY PRACTICES is on perforated pages. The students can
remove it to construct their own separate Answer Key Booklet. The students can write in the
_ workbook and then place the Answer Key Booklet hext to the workbook to make it easy for them

to correct their answers.

//.
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CHAPTER 5
Singular and Plural

theses |

< PRACTICE 1—SELFSTUDY: Final -s/-es. (Charts 5-4 and 5-2)

Directions: Add final -s/-es where necessary. Do not change, add, or omit any other words in the
sentences.

cares feathers ,
1. A bird care for its feathet by cleaning them with its beak.

2. There are many occupation in the world. Doctor take care of sick people. Pilot fly airplane.
Farmer raise crop. Shepherd herd sheep.

3. An architect design building. An archeologist dig in the ground to find object from past
civilizations. : ’

4. The first modern computer were developed in the 1930s and 1940s. Computer were not
commercially available until the 1950s.

5. There are several factory in my hometown. The glass factory employ many people.

6. Kangaroo are Australian animal. They are not found on any of the other continent, exceptvin
Z00.

7. Mosquito are found everywhere in the world, including the Arctic.

8. At one time, many people believed that tomato were poisonous.

9. Bird, fish, insect, and mammal are different species. Each group of these life form shares
physical characteristic.

10. Most of the creature in the world possess the five sense of sight, hearing, touch, taste, and
smell. However, these sense are often more highly developed in one species than another.
Bird have a highly developed sense of sight. For instance, an eagle can spot a small lizard
from high in the air. The lizard would be undetectable by a human being from the same
distance. Animal that hunt by following a trail on the ground may have poor eyesight but a
keen sense of smell. For example, dog see a blurred, gray world because they are nearsighted
and cannot see colors. However, they can smell thousands of times better than human being

can.
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SELFSTUDY: Plural nouns. (Charts 5-1 and 5-2)

Directions: Write the correct form of the nouns in parentheses.

1
2

3
4.
3

I met some interesting _men at the meeting last night. (man)

The farmer loaded his cart with _boxes _ of fresh vegetables to take to market.
His cart was pulled by two ___oxen (box, 0x) -
The baby got two new (tooth)

I need some to light the fire. (match)

Alex saw some

running across the floor. (mouse)

g

6. We cooked some for dinner. (potato)

7. The north side of the island has no There are only steep
No one can climb these steep walls of rock. (beach, cliff)

8. If a houseplant is given too much water, its lower turn yellow. (leaf)

9. Before Marie signed the contract, she talked to two (attorney)
10. New scientific are made every day in ‘ throughout

the world. (discovery, laboratory)
11. I caught several ‘Y in the lake. (fish)
12. On our trip in the mountains, we saw some ' "
, and wild (wolf, fox, deer, sheep)

13. When the ‘were playing a game, they hid behind some

14.

15.
16.

(child, bush) fr senes uavl

When I was at the park, I saw some

swimming in a pond. (duck, goose)
When we spoke in the cave, we could hear g :
The music building at the university i ) sign up

for practice times. (pi

i
)




& PRACTICE 3—SELFSTUDY: irregular foreign piurals. {Chart 5-2)

Directions: Use the correct plural form of the nouns in the list to complete the sentences. Use each
word only one time.

bacterium curriculum medium phenomenon
crisis datum memorandum stimulus
* : criterion hypothesis oasts v thesis

1. Graduate students are often required to write long papers in which they state an opinion and

give evidence to support it. These papers are often referred to as theses

2. Thunder and lightning are of nature.

3. Before the students began their Lhemxstry experiments, they stated theories to explam what

was going to happen i in their experiments. In other words, they made

4. The government of that country is unstable. The country has faced many political

in the last ten years. It has had to face one problen after another.

5. The office supervisor, Ms. Hall, is well known for the large number of
she sends to her staff. She believes it is necessary to write many notes to remind the staff of
things that need to be t"ken care of.

€. People get most of their news about the world through the mass

) o
(that is, through radio, television, newspapers, and magazines). Al <’

7. The teacher wanted to make sure the students understood the standards by which she would

make her judgments. She carefully explained the she would use to

judge the students’ work.

8. All of the departments at the university provide descriptions of their
in the school catalog. Look there to find out whart courses the departments offer. 2

9. Certain factors cause plants to grow. These are light, water, and

fertile soil.

10. Very small living things that can cause disease are called germs. Germs are forms of

11. In a desert, there are places where water is available and a few plants grow. These areas ¢
called :

12. The researcher assembled numerous facts through months of investigation. She used the

she had gathered to write a report for a sc:emxﬁc 10uma1 o

| / <& PRACTICE 4—SELFSTUDY: Possessive nouns. (Chart 5-3) ; :
oo ,C , Directions: Make the fzalicized gouns possessive by adding apestrophes and final -s/-es as necessary.

" 1. I enjoy visiting friend §” houses.

2. When I was in Chicago, I stayed at a friend’s house.

*In very formal Engltsh «ata is considered plural, but more typically it is used as a singular noncount noun.
Typical use: This daia is not correct. Formal use: These data are not correct.

"
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%31
4. I have four aunts. All of my aunt ~ homes are within walking distance of my mother

RKOF 2. SELFST
My uncle is my father  brother.

apartment.

5. Tom’s aunt oldest son is a violinist.

There were five astronauts aboard the space shuttle. The astronaut  safe return to earth was

a welcome sight to millions of television viewers.

. The children favorite part of the circus was the elephant act.

8. When the child toy broke, I fixed it.

14,

< PRACTICE 5—

D)
10.
1,
12,
13.

I borrowed the secretary pen to finish ﬁllmg out the apphcatlon form

It is the people right to know what the city is going to do about the housing problem
Bill wife 1s a factory worker. ;

Bess husband is a housepainter.

There are quite a few diplomats in the city. Almost all of the diplomat children attend a
special school. &

A diplomat work almost invariably involves extensive traveling.

SELFSTUDY: Usln o@sﬁ
o ”Abﬁahdlx 1, Charts A-7 and A-8]

] DOOIEIsODY

Dlrecuons Add apostrophes as necessary to mark a possessive noun or a contraction.

i

Mary's He's
M father works at the Northgate Medical Center. He§ a dentist.

e }acks parenis live in Georgia. His parents home is in Atlanta.
3. Our teachers last name is Wells. Shes one of the best teachers in the school.
"4, Our teachers last names are Wells, Hunt, and Moore. Theyre all good teachers.

5. Ms. Wells husband is also a teacher. Ms. Hunts husband is an engineer.
6. Its w@ﬂ known that a bear likes sweet food. Its favorite food is honey.
%2 Anns telephone number is 555-8989. Ours is 555-9898. People often confuse hers with ours,

> CHAPTERS

so we get frequent calls for her.

. The uger is a beautiful animal. Its coat is orange and white with black stripes. Although its

found in the wild ‘only in Asia, people throughout the world appreciate its beauty and power.
Even though tigers are protected by laws, many scientists predict their extinction within
twenty to thirty years. How much poorer our childrens and grandchildrens lives wiil be when
the earth no longer has a place for tigers, elephants, wolves, and numerous other. ammﬁﬁgq <>

whose fates rely upon the wisdom and compassion of humankind.
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PRACTICE 6—GUIDED STUDY: Using apostrophes. *
(Chcrt 5-3 Appendlx 1 Charts A-7 and A—8)

5 $LEY ; }«N-,- A

Dlrectxons Add apostrophes as necessary to mark a posmﬁvemunsommm:om '

1. A polar bears sense of smell is keen. Its ability to smell prey over a mile away is important to
its survival in the vast expanses of snow and ice where it lives.

2. Texas is a leading producer of petroleum and natural gas. Its one of the worlds largest storage
areas for petroleum:

3. All of the performers in the play did well. The audience applauded the actors excellent
performance.

4. Psychologists have developed many different kinds of tests. A ‘‘personality test”’ is used to
evaluate an individuals personal characteristics, such as friendliness or trustworthiness.

5. Many mythological stories tell of heroes encounters with giants or dangerous animals. In one
story, the heros encounter with a dragon saves a village {from destruction..

6. Childrens play is an important part of their lives. It teaches them about their environment
while theyre having fun. For instance, they can learn that boats float and can practice ways to
make boats move across water. Toys are not limited to children. Adults have their own (oys,
such as pleasure boats, and children have theirs, such as miniature boats. Adults toys are

usually much more expensive than childrens toys.

& PRACTICE 7—SELFSTUDY: Using nouns as medifiers. (Chart 5-4)

Directions: Complete the sentences with the nouns in the parentheses. Use the singular or plural
form as appropriate.

1. They sell shoes at that store. Itisa shoe store. ( sﬁoej
2. Ilike salads. I like salads that contain . (tomato)
3. This soup is made from black It is black soup. (bean)
4. People can buy special food in small jars for . Itis called

food. (baby) . : '
S. I have a garden. I grow many different kinds of

(vegetable)

6. Some people are addicted to Theyares = T raddicts. (drug)

7. In tropical climates, sometimes it is necessary to hang a net over a bed to protect the sieeper

from , It is called a net. (mosquito)
8. At a formal dinner, there are usually two forks on the table. The smaller fork is for
Itisa fork. (salad)
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< PRACTICE 8—SELFSTUDY: Using nouns as modifiers. (Chart 5-4)

Directions: Complete the sentences with the words in parentheses. Use the singular or plural form
as appropriate. Include hyphens (-) as necessary.

1. (two + hour) The plane was late. .We had a two-hour wait. We had.to wait
for two hours .

2. (tzen + year + old) My brother is ten years old » I have a

ten-year-old brother.

3. (two + lane) We drove down an old, narrow highway that had only
We drove down a highway.

4. (five + minute) I gave a : ; speech in class. My speech lasted for

5. (sixty + year + old ) The Watkins live in a house. Any house that
is usually needs a lot of repairs.

6. (ten + speed ) Joe.can shift his bicycleinto > different
He has a bike.

7. (six + game) The basketball team has won in a row (i.e., they
haven’t lost one of their last six games). They have a winning
streak. f

8. (three + letter) ““Arm’’ and ‘‘dog’’ are words. Each of them has

<& PRACTICE 9—SELFSTUDY: Using nouns as modifiers. (Chart 5-4)
Directions: What do you call the following?

1. someone who robs banks — a bank robber
2. someone who fights bulls — a bullfighter*

3. someone who collects stamps — a stamp collectort
4. someone who trains animals : 13. something that removes spots
5. someone who tells stories* 14. something that holds pots
6. someone who collects taxest 15. someone who makes trouble*
7. something that opens cans 16. someone who reads minds
8. something that wipes a windshield 17. something that dries hair
9. someone who earns wages 18. something that peels potatoes
10. someone who manages an office 19. someone who plays tennis
11. someone who programs computers 20. someone who fights fires*
12. someone who keeps books* 21. someone who carries mail

*Usually spelied as one word.
1Spelled with -or instead of -er.
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