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Preface

Teachers of the Western Civilization survey
have long recognized the pedagogical value of
primary sources, which are the raw materials of
history. The second edition of Sources of the West-
ern Tradition contains a wide assortment of doc-
uments — over 300 and virtually all primary
soutces — that have been carefully selected and
edited to fit the needs of the survey and to sup-
plement standard texts.

We have based our choice of documents for
the two volumes on several criteria. In order to
introduce students to those ideas and values
that characterize the Western tradition, Soxsces
of the Western Tradition emphasizes primarily the
works of the great thinkers. While focusing on
the great ideas that have shaped the Western
heritage, however, the reader also provides a
balanced treatment of political, economic, and
social history. We have tried to select docu-
ments that capture the characteristic outlook of
an age and that provide a sense of the move-
ment and development of Western history. The
readings are of sufficient length to convey their
essential meaning, and we have carefully ex-
tracted those passages that focus on the docu-
ments’ main ideas.

An important feature of the reader is the
grouping of several documents that illuminate
a single theme; such a constellation of related
readings reinforces understanding of important
themes and invites comparison, analysis, and
interpretation. In Volume I, Chapter 5, for ex-
ample, Selection 6, “Third-Century Crisis,”
contains three readings: “Caracalla’s Extortions”
(from Dio Cassius), “Petition to Emperor
Philip,” and “Extortions of Maximinus” (from
Herodian). In Volume II, Chapter 11, Selection
7, “The Anguish of the Intellectuals,” contains

readings by José Ortega y Gasset, Thomas
Mann, and Arthur Koestler.

An overriding concern of the editors in pre-
paring this compilation was to make the docu-
ments accessible — to enable students to com-
prehend and to interpret historical documents
on their own. We have provided several peda-
gogical features to facilitate this aim. Introduc-
tions of three types explain the historical set-
ting, the authors’ intent, and the meaning and
significance of the readings. First, introduc-
tions to each of the twenty-three chapters pro-
vide comprehensive overviews to periods. Sec-
ond, introductions to each numbered section or
grouping treat the historical background for the
reading(s) that follow(s). Third, each reading
has a brief headnote that provides specific de-
tails about that reading.

Within some readings, Interlinear Notes,
clearly set off from the text of the document,
serve as transitions and suggest the main
themes of the passages that follow. Used pri-
marily in longer extracts of the great thinkers,
these interlinear notes help to guide students
through the readings.

To aid students’ comprehension, brief,
bracketed editorial definitions or notes that ex-
plain unfamiliar or foreign terms are inserted
into the running text. When terms or concepts
in the documents require fuller explanations,
these appear at the bottom of pages as editors’
footnotes. Where helpful, we have retained the
notes of authors, translators, or editors from
whose works the documents were acquired.
(The latter have asterisks, daggers, etcetera, to
distinguish them from our numbered explana-
tory notes.) The Review Questions that appear
at the end of sections enable students to check
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Xii Preface

their understanding of the documents; some-
times the questions ask for comparisons with
other readings, linking or contrasting key con-
cepts.

For ancient sources, we have generally se-
lected recent translations that are both faichful
to the text and readable. For some seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century English documents, the
archaic spelling has been retained, when this
does not preclude comprehension, in order to
show students how the English language has
evolved over time. )

The pictures that open each chapter illustrate
an important theme covered in the chapter. In
addition, in each volume there is a five-page
section (between Chapters 5 and 6 in Volume I
and between Chaptets 8 and 9 in Volume II)
devoted to art. In Volume I, “Elements of Clas-
sical, Medieval, and Renaissance Art” samples
sculptural and architectural styles. Volume II's
“Developments in Painting from Impression-
ism to the Abstract” samples the varied styles
of painting in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

For the second edition, we have reworked all
chapters. Documents that we have retained
have been re-edited; in many cases we have cut
extraneous passages, inserted additional notes
to clarify historical events and terms, and de-
fined technical words. Wherever possible we
have extended the constellation format; many
documents used in the first edition and
documents added for this edition have been
grouped together to illuminate significant
themes.

In virtually every chapter, readings that
proved to be less useful have been replaced by
new ones. The second edition of Volume I con-
tains around twenty-five new sources. For ex-
ample, in Chapter 3, “The Greeks,” to illus-
trate the theme of humanism we have provided
Pindar’s ode affirming the pursuit of excellence
and the famous passage from Antigone in which
Sophacles lauds human talents. An excerpt
from Lysistrata expands the treatment of women
in ancient Greece and illustrates Aristophanes’

comic genius. Thucydides’ reconstruction of a
Spartan king's plea for moderation and caution
raises fundamental questions about foreign pol-
icy, and the passages from Politics treat key
themes in Aristotle’s political philosophy. In
Chapter 6, “Early Christianity,” a new section,
“Christian Worship and Organization,” con-
tains readings on church liturgy and the au-
thority of the clergy by Saint Justin Martyr and
Saint Ignatius of Antioch. Chapter 8, “The
High and Late Middle Ages,” includes a new
section called “Medieval Universities,” with ex-
cerpts from John of Salisbury, Chaucer, and me-
dieval students.

Volume II has been more extensively revised.
A major change is the new opening chapter,
“The Rise of Modernity,” which incorporates
key readings from three chapters in Volume [:
“The Renaissance,” “The Reformation,” and
“Farly Modern Society and Politics.” This
chapter and a new preceding introduction,
“The Middle Ages and the Modern World,”
provide a good basis for approaching the com-
plex issue of modernity, a natural beginning for
the second half of the course.

More than fifty new readings appear in the
second edition of Volume II. For example, in
Chapter 7, “Politics and Society, 1850-1914,”
two new constellations have been inserted: “The
Capitalist Ethic,” which contains excerpts from
Samuel Smiles’s Self-Help and Thrift; and “The
Lower Classes,” which treats the problems of
the poor in Germany and Britain at the end of
the nineteenth century. Excerpts from Mary
Wollstonecraft and Emmeline Pankhurst have
been added to the section called “Equal Rights
for Women.” In that same section, the passage
from John Stuart Mill has been lengthened. We
have added three readings to the section on
anti-Semitism: Edouard Drumont, Jewish
France, Theodore Herzl, The Jewish State, and
an account of the Kishinev Pogrom. In Chapter
10, “The Russian Revolution and the Soviet
Union,” a new section titled “The Revolution
Denounced and Defended” includes the Procla-
mation of the Kronstadt Rebels, a socialist con-



demnation of the Bolshevik regime by Karl
Kautsky, and a response to Kautsky by Leon
Trotsky. In the last chapter, “The West in an
Age of Globalism,” we have introduced docu-
ments treating the ferment in the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe, women in third world de-
velopment, and the environment and develop-
ment (in excerpts from Our Common Future by
the World Commission on Environment and
Development).

Volume I, From Ancient Times to the Enlight-
enment, contains thirteen chapters that cover the
period from the rise of civilizations in the an-
cient Near East to the philosphes of the eight-
eenth century. Volume II, From the Renaissance
to the Present, incorporates the last two chapters
of Volume I, “The Scientific Revolution” and
“The Enlightenment,” and has twelve chapters.
Marvin Perry, senior editor of the project, re-
searched both volumes. Joseph R. Peden con-
tributed to Volume I and Theodore H. Von
Laue to Volume II.

To accompany the second edition is a new
Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Items by
Professor Diane Moczar of Northern Virginia
Community College. In addition to an intro-
duction with suggestions on how to use Soures
of the Western Tradition in class, there are chapter
overviews, summaries of the sections, and, for
each chapter, several questions for discussion or
essay assignments and ten to twenty multiple-
choice questions.

We wish to thank the following instructors
for their critical reading of the manuscript and
for their many valuable suggestions.
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NererTiT, 1360 B.C., the
beautiful wife of
Akhenaton, pharaoh of
Egypt. Her husband sought
to replace the many
Egyptian gods with the
worship of the sun god,
Aton. (Agyptisches Museum.
Staatliche Museen
Preussischer Kulturbesitz,
Berlin [West))

The Near East

The world’s first civilizations arose some five thousand years
ago in the river valleys of Mesopotamia (later Iraq) and
Egypt. In these Near Eastern lands people built cities, or-
ganized states with definite boundaries, invented writing,
engaged in large-scale trade, practiced specialization of la-
bor, and erected huge monuments: all activities that histo-
rians associate with civilization. Scholars emphasize the fact
that civilizations emerged in the river valleys — the Tigris
and Euphrates in Mesopotamia and the Nile in Egypt. When
they overflowed their banks, these rivers deposited fertile
soil, which could provide a food surplus required to sustain
life in cities. The early inhabitants of these valleys drained
swamps and built irrigation works, enabling them to har-
ness the rivers for human advantage. In the process they
also strengthened the bonds of cooperation, a necessary in-
gredient of civilization.

Religion and myth were the central forces in these early
civilizations. They pervaded all phases of life, providing
people with satisfying explanations for the operations of na-
ture and the mystery of death and justifying traditional rules
of morality. Natural objects — the sun, the river, the moun-
tain — were seen either as gods or as the abodes of gods.
The political life of the Near East was theocratic: that is,
people regarded their rulers as either divine or as represen-
tatives of the gods and believed that law originated.aith the
gods. Near Eastern art and literature were dominated by
religious themes.

The Sumerians, founders of urban life in Mesopotamia,
developed twelve city-states in the region of the lower
Euphrates near the Persian Gulf. Each city-state included a
city and the farmland around it; each had its own govern-
ment and was independent of the other city-states. In time
the Sumerians were conquered, and their cities were incor-
porated into kingdoms and empires. However, as Akkadi-
ans, Elamites, Babylonians, and other peoples of the region
adopted and built upon Sumerian religion, art, and literary
forms, the Sumerian achievement became the basis of a co-
herent Mesopotamian civilization that lasted some three
thousand years.

Early in its history Egypt became a centralized state under
the rule of a pharaoh, who was viewed as both a man and
a god. The pharaoh’s authority was all-embracing, and all
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Egyptians were subservient to him. Early in their history,
the Egyptians developed cultural patterns that were to en-
dure for three thousand years; the ancient Egyptians looked
to the past, seeking to maintain the ways of their ancestors.

Although the cultural patterns of both civilizations were
similar — the dominant role of religion and theocratic king-
ship — there were significant differences between the two.
Whereas in Egypt the pharaoh was considered divine, rulers
in Mesopotamia were regarded as exceptional human beings
whom the gods had selected to act as their agents. Second,
the natural environment of the Egyptians fostered a sense of
security and an optimistic outlook toward life. Natural bar-
riers — deserts, the Mediterranean Sea, and cataracts in the
Nile — protected Egypt from invasion, and the overflowing
of the Nile was regular and predictable, ensuring a good
harvest. In contrast, Mesopotamia, without natural bar-
riers, suffered from frequent invasions, and the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers were unpredictable. Sometimes there was
insufficient overflow, and the land was afflicted with
drought; at other times, rampaging floods devastated the
fields. These conditions promoted a pessimistic outlook,
which pervaded Mesopotamian civilization.

After 1500 B.c., the Near East entered a period of empire
building. In the late sixth century B.c., the Persians, the
greatest of the empire builders, conquered all the lands
from the Nile River to the Indus River in India. Persia
united Egypt, Mesopotamia, and other Near Eastern lands
into a world-state and brought together the regions’ various
cultural traditions. In che first half of the fifth century B.C.,
the Persians tried to add the city-states of Greece to their
empire; the ensuing conflict was of critical importance for
the history of Western civilization (see pages 60—63).

Egyptians, Mesopotamians, and other Near Eastern peo-
ples developed a rich urban culture and made important
contributions to later civilizations. They established bureau-
cracies, demonstrated creativity in art and literature, fash-
ioned effective systems of mathematics, and advanced the
knowledge of architecture, metallurgy, and engineering.
The wheel, the plow, the phonetic alphabet, and the cal-
endar derive from the Near East. Both the Hebrews and the
Greeks, the principal sources of Western civilization, had
contact with these older civilizations and adopted many of
their cultural forms. But, as we shall see, even more impor-
tant for the shaping of Western civilization was how the
Hebrews and the Greeks broke with the essential style of
Near Eastern society and conceived new outlooks, new
points of departure for the human mind.
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| v Mesopotamian Protest Against Death

The Epic of Gilgamesh, the greatest work of Mesopotamian literature, was writ-
ten about 2000 B.C. It utilized legends about Gilgamesh, probably a historical
figure who ruled the city of Uruk about 2600 B.c. The story deals with a pro-
found theme — the human protest against death. In the end, Gilgamesh learns
to accept reality: there is no escape from death. While the Epic of Gilgamesh is
an expression of the pessimism that pervaded Mesopotamian life, it also reveals
the Mesopotamians’ struggle to come to terms with reality.

< EPIC OF GILGAMESH >

The Epic of Gilgamesh involves the gods in human activities. Because King Gil-
gamesh, son of a human father and the goddess Ninsun, drives his subjects too
hard, they appeal to the gods for help. The gods decide that a man of Gilga-
mesh’s immense vigor and strength requires a rival with similar attributes with
whom he would contend. The creation goddess, Aruru, is instructed to create
a man worthy of Gilgamesh. From clay she fashions Enkidu in the image of Anu,
the god of the heavens and father of all the gods. Enkidu is a powerful man who
roams with the animals and destroys traps set by hunters, one of whom appeals
to King Gilgamesh. The two of them, accompanied by a harlot, find Enkidu at
a watering place frequented by animals. The harlot removes her clothes and
seduces Enkidu, who spends a week with her, oblivious to everything else. After
this encounter, the bond between Enkidu and the animals is broken. He now
enters civilization and is befriended by Gilgamesh, with whom he slays the ter-
rible monster Humbaba.

Returning to Uruk after the encounter with Humbaba, Gilgamesh washes
away the grime of battle and dons his royal clothes; thus arrayed he attracts the
goddess of love, Ishtar, patroness of Uruk, who proposes marriage, but be-
cause of Ishtar’s previous marriages and infidelities, Gilgamesh refuses. Ishtar
falls into a bitter rage and appeals to her father, the god Anu, to unleash the
fearful Bull of Heaven on Gilgamesh. However, Gilgamesh and Enkidu to-
gether slay the beast. To avenge the deaths of Humbaba and the Bull of Heaven,
the gods decide that Enkidu shall die. In the following passage, Enkidu
dreams of his impending death and the House of Darkness, from which no
one returns.

When the daylight came Enkidu got up and
cried to Gilgamesh, “O my brother, such a
dream I had last night. Anu, Enlil, Ea and
heavenly Shamash took counsel together, and
Anu said to Enlil, ‘Because they have killed the
Bull of Heaven, and because they have killed

Humbaba who guarded the Cedar Mountain
one of the two must die.”. . .”

So Enkidu lay stretched out before Gilga-
mesh: his tears ran down in streams and he said
to Gilgamesh, “O my brother, so dear as you
are to me, brother, yet they will take me from



