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The English Governess
at the Siamese Court



TO

MRS. KATHERINE 8. COBB.

I mAVE not asked your leave, dear friend, to dedicate to you
these pages of my experience in the heart of an Asiatic court;
but I know you will indulge me when I tell you that my single
object in inscribing your name here is to evince my grateful appre-
ciation of the kindness that led you to urge me to try the resources
of your country instead of returning to Siam, and to plead so ten-
derly in behalf of my children.

I wish the offering were more worthy of your acceptance. But
to associate your name with the work your cordial sympathy has
fostered, and thus pleasantly to retrace even the saddest of my
recollections, amid the bappiness that now surrounds me, — a hap-
piness I owe to the generous friendship of noble-hearted American
women, — is indeed a privilege and a compensation.

I remain, with true affection, gratitude, and admiration,

Your friend,
A HL
26th July, 1870.



PREFACE.

—_—

IS Majesty, Somdetch P’hra Paramendr Maha
Mongkut, the Supreme King of Siam, having sent
to Singapore for an Inglish lady to undertake the educa-
tion of his children, my friends pointed to me. At first
it was with much reluctance that I consented to entertain
the project; but, strange as it may seem, the more I re-
flected upon it the more feasible it appeared, until at
length I began to look forward, even with a glow of en-
thusiasm, toward the new and untried field I was about
to enter.

The Siamese Consul at Singapore, Hon. W. Tan Kim-
Ching, had written strongly in my favor to the Court of
Siam, and in response I received the following letter from
the King himself : —

‘““EncrLisi Era, 1862, 26th February.
GRrAND RovaL PaLack, BANGKOK.
“To Mgrs. A. H. LEoNOWENS : —

“ MApAM: We are in good pleasure, and satisfaction
in heart, that you are in willingness to undertake the
education of eur beloved royal children. And we hope
that in doing your education on us and on our children



vi PREFACE.

(whom English call inhabitants of benighted land) you
will do your best endeavor for knowledge of English
language, science, and literature, and not for conversion
to Christianity ; as the followers of Buddha are mostly
aware of the powerfulness of truth and virtue, as well as
the followers of Christ, and are desirous to have facility
of English language and literature, more than new religions.

“We beg to invite you to our royal palace to do your
best endeavorment upon us and our children. We shall
expect to see you here on return of Siamese steamer
Chow Phya.

“We have written to Mr. William Adamson, and to
our consul at Singapore, to authorize to do best arrange-
ment for you and ourselves.

“ Believe me
“Your faithfully,
(Signed) “8. S. P. P. MauA MonGkoUT.”

About a week before our departure for Bangkok, the
captain and mate of the steamer Rainbow called upon
me. One of these gentlemen had for several years served
the government of Siam, and they came to warn me of
the trials and dangers that must inevitably attend the en-
terprise in which I was embarking. Though it was now
too late to deter me from the undertaking by any argu-
ments addressed to my fears, I can nevertheless never
forget the generous impulse of the honest seamen, who
said : “ Madam, be advised even by strangers, who have
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proved what sufferings await you, and shake your hands
of this mad undertaking.” By the next steamer I sailed
for the Court of Siam.

In the following pages I have tried to give a full and
faithful account of the scemes and the characters that
were gradually unfolded to me as I began to understand
the language, and by all other means to attain a clearer
insight into the secret life of the court. I was thank-
ful to find, even in this citadel of Buddhism, men, and
above all women, who were “lovely in their lives;” who,
amid infinite difficulties, in the bosom of a most cor-
rupt society, and enslaved to a capricious and often cruel
will, yet devoted themselves to an earnest search after
truth. On the other hand, I have to confess with sorrow
and shame, how far we, with all our boasted enlighten-
ment, fall short, in true nobility and piety, of some of
our “benighted” sisters of the East. With many of
them, Love, Truth, and Wisdom are not mere synonyms
but “living gods,” for whom they long with lively ardor,
and, when found, embrace with joy.

Those of my readers who may find themselves interested
in the wonderful ruins recently discovered in Cambodia
are indebted to the earlier travellers, M. Henri Mouhot,
Dr. A. Bastian, and the able English photographer, James
Thomson, F. R. G. S. L., almost as much as to myself.

To the Hon. George William Curtis of New York,
and to all my other true friends, abroad and in America,
I feel very grateful.
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And finally, I would acknowledge the deep obligation
I am under to Dr. J. W. Palmer, whose literary experi-

ence and skill have been of so great service to me in re-
vising and preparing my manuscript for the press.
A HL
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