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PREFACE

THis study has been made in the hope that it would fill a
gap which exists in the history of socislogical thought and
theory. A history which as yet has not appeared in Eng-
lish, Dr. Paul Barth’s “Die Geschichte der Philosophie
als Soziologie ”’, is perhaps the best work on the subject in
German. A more recent work on the subject is by Faustus
Squillace, “ La classification des doctrines sociologiques ”.
Neither of these writers, however, does more than merely
mention Russian sociology nor says anything of the place it
holds in the social-political history of Russia.

To keep ‘this study of Russian Sociology within certain
fixed limitations it became necessary to exclude the Russian
belletristic literature which contains a good deal of socio-
logical thought, as for example, the novels of Turgeniev,
Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and others. It also seemed expedient
not to present the work of authors who only re-inter-
pret the theories of others and who have had no influence
in directing the general trend of Russian Sociology. Such
authors are, for example, Smolikovsky, who expounded
Comte’s system to the Russians, and Stronin, who wrote on
sociological analogies.

Of the three parts in this study the first may be regarded
as introductory to the latter two. Part II is an analysis of
the principal Russian sociological schools, and Part IIT con-
tains the miscellaneous theories which have entered into the
province of Russian sociology. 7

There is no uniform system of spelling Russian names in
English. An attempt was made to transliterate all Russian

71 7
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words based upon the English pronunciation of the alpha-
bet. The Russianized name of the Russian capital ““ Petro-
grad ” has been used (instead of St. Petersburg) through-
out with the exception of quotations. ‘

In conclusion, it is a pleasure to state that I owe my in-
terest in sociology to the inspiring teaching of Professor
Franklin Henry Giddings, who also spent much of his val-
uable time in the correction of the manuscript.

; B H

New York, MAy, 1915.
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