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Preface

he first edition of The Emergence of Sociological Theory was published in

early 1981. At that time, our goal was to examine the first one hundred

years of sociological theorizing—roughly the period between 1830 and
1930. In particular, we sought to communicate the explanatory power of each
theorists ideas. We visualized the early masters as scientists who sought to
understand the operative dynamics of human action, interaction, and organi-
zation. Of course, not all the masters saw themselves as scientists but, except
for Karl Marx and Max Weber, most founders of sociology believed in the
epistemology of science. And, despite differences in their respective commit-
ments to science, all of the theorists of sociology’s first one hundred years dis-
covered some of the fundamental properties and processes of the social
universe. Our intent back in the 1970s was to highlight their respective dis-
coveries of these properties and processes.

Over the years, the goals of the book have remained unchanged: to sum-
marize the basic works of each theorist and to pull the explanatory models and
principles from these works. This book has always summarized each theorist’s
ideas in great detail. We have never “watered down” the reviews of a theorist’s
basic works; rather, we have tried to present ideas in their full complexity,
although we have also sought to do so in simple language. Ironically, when
ideas are watered down or summarized too briefly, they become less under-
standable than when they are reviewed in their most robust form. In this new
edition, we state the theorists’ ideas in even more straightforward prose and
provide thorough summaries of core ideas because we feel that this is the best
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way to understand the argument of a theorist. What has always distinguished
The Emergence of Sociological Theory is 2 commitment to present the ideas of the-
orists in detail. When the details of arguments are reviewed, it becomes possi-
ble to see the ideas of the early masters as real theory—that is, as explanatory
models and propositions. This mode of analysis is not everyone’s cup of tea, of
course, but our view is that these classical thinkers are read and re-read today
because we sense the explanatory power of their ideas. And so, in our minds,
it is appropriate to make the explanations more explicit.

New Tri-Chapter Organization

Classical theory can be taught in many ways. One method is to review the
texts of the early masters in their intellectual contexts. Another is, to isolate
the enduring theoretical ideas of a thinker and state these in more modern
terms as models and principles. In this fifth edition of the Emergence of
Sociological Theory, we try to accomplish all these goals, but in separate chap-
ters so that readers can pick and choose which approach they wish to take.
With the exception of Auguste Comte, who articulated a vision for sociol-
ogy but little real theory, we devote three chapters to each theorist. The first
of the three chapters is the biography of the theorist and the intellectual
influences on that theorist’s thinking. The second chapter summarizes the
theorist’s core works; as we have emphasized, this summary is detailed so that
readers can understand the full complexity of the argument. We also use
graphics to help the reader visualize complex ideas. The third chapter—new
to this edition—goes beyond a summary of the theorist’s works. This addi-
tional chapter for each theorist presents the underlying theory of a master as
a model in which the key forces and their causal relations to each other are
diagrammed. This kind of modeling is complex, especially when we present
a scholar’s entire scheme as one model. Still, it is useful to see a theory in its
most robust form, and by presenting the overall theory, we can appreciate the
entire theoretical scheme of a scholar as it evolved over time. For many the-
orists, we present separate causal models for particular aspects of their overall
schemes, and these more focused models are generally much simpler. In all,
we have developed twenty-four causal models that, we believe, allow us to
sce the complex causal arguments developed by sociology’s early masters.
These models have stood the test of time, and indeed, they are still relevant.
At the close of this new third chapter, we present a master’s theoretical ideas
as a series of elementary propositions that are, in principle, testable. By pre-
senting a theory in these two formats—complex causal models and abstract
principles—the power of the theory is revealed. We recognize that, to many,
this kind of exercise imposes the epistemology of science and more modern
theoretical formats onto older discursive texts. While this charge is true, we
believe that the enduring power of a scholar’s ideas resides in the elegance of
the theory as it can be expressed as a causal scheme or as a series of princi-
ples. This is why these scholars are stll important as theorists rather than
solely as historical figures who founded the discipline. These thinkers speak
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to us today because they developed scientific theories that are easily extracted
from their discursive texts.

This tri-chapter organization of the book presents several options for
teaching a course on the history of sociological theory. If a “text-in-historical
context” approach 1s desired, then the first two chapters on a theorist can be
used and the third chapter omitted. If a purely textual approach is desired, then
the second chapter on each theorist can be emphasized, perhaps excluding the
first and third chapters. If a more scientific emphasis is desired, then the third
chapter on a theorist can be stressed, typically after reading the second chap-
ter summarizing the arguments presented by the theorist’s basic texts. And, of
course, all these options can be combined into a very complete analysis of early
theorizing in sociology. We have made the chapters modular, so each can stand

alone. As a result, an instructor can pick and choose how to present the mate-
rials to students.

Changes in this Edition
To summarize the essential changes in this edition:

® A new third chapter on each major theorist has been added. This chapter
presents the theories of the early masters as causal models, depicted visu-
ally and as abstract theoretical principles.

®  Many new diagrams, tables, and other visnal aids have been added, not
only in the third chapter on each theorist but also throughout the text.

= The book is now more modular, presenting instructors with various
options for what they want to emphasize: history of ideas in context,
summaries of basic texts, or underlying theoretical models and principles.

® A new chapter on the nature of science and scientific theory has been
added, particularly for those who want to pursue the analysis of the first
masters as theorists who articulated enduring theoretical models and
principles.

® FEach chapter has been somewhat reorganized, particularly those on Marx
and Weber. Other chapters have been shortened somewhat, especially
those on Spencer and Comte.

®  The writing style has been simplified, but not to the point of oversimpli-
fying complex arguments by the early theorists.

® A new companion Web site has been added. Additional materials can be
accessed via this site, including a discussion of how the early masters’
ideas have been carried forward into contemporary theory. Moreover, the
Web site will be constantly updated.

This is the most complete revision of the book since it was written in the
1970s. We have added many new materials and features but not abandoned the
original goal of reviewing the theoretical ideas of the first sociologists in the
context of their times and for their contributions to the development of cumu-
lative scientific theory.
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