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Part 3 The archeological record, is devoted to a cultural consideration of modern
man’s beginnings. Chapter 9 presents the principal methods and theories of
archeology. Chapters 10 through 12 detail the course of man’s cultural evolu-
tion from the Paleolithic era, when he first became a social being, through the
time when he began producing his own food, up to the rise of civilization in
the Old and New Worlds.

Part 4 Culture and man, covers the ways man communicates, behaves, and lives in
groups. Chapter 13 defines culture and discusses its importance; Chapter 14
examines language, the vehicle by which culture is transmitted, and thus
introduces linguistics as a sub-division of anthropology; and Chapter 15 raises
the question of the relationship between culture and personality, thus intro-
ducing the student to psychological anthropology.

Part 5 The formation of groups, deals with the ways culture accomplishes the
organization of groups, which themselves are necessary for the cooperative
behavior on which human life depends. The chapters describe marriage and
the family, kinship patterns, and other forms of social organization necessary
for group living.

Part 6 Social integration, deals with the things groups do, and the ways different
groups are integrated into larger social units. Chapters 20 through 22 describe
economics, politics, and other kinds of social controls. Other chapters examine
the integrative roles of religion and art.

Part 7 Change and the future, looks at the dynamics of culture change and con-
cludes with some speculations on the future of man from an anthropological
viewpoint.

Outstanding features 1. Readability
The purpose of a textbook is to transmit and register ideas and information,
to induce the readers to see old things in new ways and to think about what
they see. A book may be the most elegantly written, most handsomely designed,
most lavishly illustrated text available on the subject, but if it is not interesting,
clear, and comprehensible to the student, it is valueless as a teaching tool.
To aid readability, this text is carefully structured. each section within the
book and each chapter within each section organized so that the material is
presented to the student in segments, each clearly separated from the other.
It is easier for the student to grasp and retain the material if it is presented
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as a series of discrete ““quanta,” rather than as a continuous flow of information.

The readability of the text is also enhanced by the writing style. The book
is designed to present even the most difficult concepts in prose that is alive,
energetic, and easy to retain. Where technical terms have been necessary, they
are always italicized, carefully defined in the text, and defined again in the
glossary in simple, clear language.

Because much learning is based on analogy, numerous and colorful examples
have been utilized to illustrate, emphasize, and clarify anthropological concepts.
Wherever possible, there is a cross-cultural perspective, comparing cultural
practices in other societies with those of the student’s own culture. Many
educators feel that this practice makes ideas easier to grasp because it renders
them more familiar. For example, in the chapter on sex and marriage, the
marriage system and sex roles practiced in our own country are compared with
those practiced by non-Western peoples. Additionally, the text points out how
the communes organized by the disenchanted young of this country are really
attempts to recreate the kinship networks found in small-scale societies. Thus,
from such examples, the student can perceive the nature of a cultural entity,
such as marriage; he can also see its varieties, its processes, and the way it relates
to his own culture and existence.

2. Original studies

A special feature of this text is the Original Study that follows each chapter.
These studies, which consist of selections from case studies and other original
writings of anthropologists, are the actual writings of men and women working
in anthropology today. Each study is integrally related to the material in the
chapter it follows, and often sheds additional light on some important anthro-
pological concept or subject area found in the chapter. The studies represent
an attempt to keep the student abreast of current research and discoveries in
the field and to enable him to experience almost first-hand some of the excite-
ment generated by new anthropological ideas and discoveries. Thus, at the end
of Chapter 16, which covers patterns of subsistence, there is an original study
dealing with the technology of the Guayaki in making tools for food-getting.
Other studies focus on the synthesis of known data through new points of view;
an example is the study in Chapter 2 by Wendell H. Oswalt.

3. Hllustrations

Sociologists, anthropologists, and other social scientists have discovered that,
under the influence of television, visual material is gaining increased importance
as a teaching tool in today’s classroom. Accordingly, this text uses numerous
illustrations and other graphic materials. The illustrations have been chosen
to supplement and emphasize the text and to clarify for the student concepts
that are not easily rendered into words. A number of the illustrations are
unusual in that they are not the “standard” anthropological textbook photo-
graphs; each has been chosen because it complements the text in some dis-
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tinctive way. For example, the photos on pages 220-221 depict a number of
ancient artifacts that display methods of cultivation and domestication. The
line drawings, maps, charts, and tables were selected especially for their use-
fulness in illustrating, emphasizing, or clarifying certain anthropological con-
cepts and should prove valuable teaching aids.

Thessix full-color portfolios, designed to stimulate the student’s eye and mind,
encompass the prehistoric megaliths of Europe, ancient art of the old world,
art of the Precolumbian New World, the culture of the Persian Nomads, the
world of the Eskimo hunter-gatherer, and the American Indian. Each portfolio
has a definite theme and includes a text that explains the illustrations and makes
some important anthropological point. For example, the portfolio on the
American Indian contains, in paintings by European and American artists and
in the words of a Seneca Indian chief, a capsule history of the cultural contact
between the Indians and the white man.

4. Summaries and
Suggested readings

At the end of each chapter is a summary containing the kernels of the most
important ideas presented in the chapter. The summaries, which are numbered
and so broken down into easy-to-cope-with units, provide handy reviews for
the student. Also following each chapter is a list of suggested readings which
will supply the inquisitive student with further information about specific
anthropological points which may interest him. Each reading is fully annotated
and provides information as to the content, value, and readability of the book.
The books suggested are oriented either toward the general reader or toward
the interested student who wishes to explore further the more technical aspects
of some material.

5. Glossary and

Bibliography
An extensive glossary at the end of the book provides the student with a
complete anthropological dictionary in miniature. The glossary defines all the
important terms used in the text, in clear, understandable language. The bibli-
ography at the end of the book is a complete reference tool in itself; it contains
a listing of 500 books, monographs, and articles from scholarly journals and
popular magazines.

6. Supplement

Teachers will find the accompanying Instructor’s Manual helpful in arranging
their curricula. The Manual contains suggestions on topics for class discussions,
subjects for student term papers, and sample questions for objective and
essay-type examinations.
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