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Perspectives on Contemporary Issues: Readings Across the Disciplines, Fourth Edition,
presents an approach to thinking, reading, and writing that views learning as the in-
terconnectedness of ideas and disciplinary perspectives. Contemporary issues engage
the students, while the readings provide rich material for both class discussion and
writing topics. The essays focus on individual, national, and global issues by authors
from a variety of disciplines and professions. Likewise, the writing assignments en-
hance the skills that students will use, regardless of their majors.

The goals of Perspectives on Contemporary Issues: Readings Across the Disciplines are

* to sharpen students’ thinking skills by presenting them with a variety of per-
spectives on current issues;

* togive students practice in both oral and verbal expression, by providing ques-
tions for discussion and writing after each selection;

* to provide students with a variety of writing assignments representing the
kinds of writing they will be asked to do in courses across the curriculum; and

* to encourage students to view issues and ideas in terms of connections with
other people, other disciplines, or other contexts.

The questions for discussion and writing encourage critical thinking by asking stu-
dents to go well beyond simple recall of the readings and to use higher-order skills
such as integration, synthesis, or analysis of what they have read. Most of the ques-
tions are suitable for work in small groups, as well as for class discussion.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

New Chapters

There are three new chapters in this edition:

Chapter 4: Writing an Argument.  Because so many of the suggestions for writ-
ing that accompany the readings ask students to argue, a separate chapter provides de-
tailed guidelines on argumentation as well as sample student and professional papers.

xvii
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This new chapter represents a significant expansion of discussion of argumentation
than in previous editions of the book.

Chapter 17: America Abroad in Political Science. This new chapter contains
readings reflecting or commenting on the perception from abroad of Americain a po-
litical context.

Chapter 25: The Economic Impact of Outsourcing. The chapter called “The
American Image Abroad” in previous editions has been replaced with a new chapter
more directly related to business and economics. This new chapter, “T’he Economic
Impact of Outsourcing,” has readings on the effects of outsourcing, both positive and
negative.

Photos/Graphics

Responding to Visuals. Each chapter in Parts Two to Five concludes with a new
section entitled Responding to Visuals, which features two photographs or images re-
lated to the theme of the chapter. The images are accompanied by questions for dis-
cussion or suggestions for writing. Because of this new feature, Chapter 1, “Reading
Critically,” includes a lengthy section on the rhetorical analysis of visuals.

E-Readings Online.  Readings available in InfoTrac® College Edition, the Internet
database that Thomson Wadsworth sponsors, are listed in a new section at the end
of each major part in Parts Two to Five. For each chapter in the part, students are
directed to three or four articles in the database, all on a single topic related to that
chapter. Each cluster of readings is followed by questions for discussion and sug-
gested writing topics.

New Readings. There are 45 new readings, almost all of them published in the
early 2000s. Many of the older readings from the third edition have been dropped.
Among the new readings are essays that focus on topics of recent interest, such as the
death penalty, terrorism and war, bioethical issues, and globalization. In addition, the
classic essay “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift is included in the chapter on
poverty and homelessness. A couple of chapters from the previous edition, “Terror-
ism and War” (chapter 16) and “Digital Technology and the Internet” (chapter 18,
previously called “Computers and Cyberspace”), have been updated with all new
readings.

Expanded Discussion of Evaluating Internet Sources. This edition includes
more discussion of and guidelines for evaluating Internet sources. Listservs and blogs
are included in this expanded section (see chapter 1).

READING SELECTIONS

The reading selections are divided into four sections within the book, representing
four broad disciplinary areas: the arts and media studies, the social sciences, the
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natural sciences, and business and economics. Within each broad division are chap-
ters on specific topics related to the larger subject. Part Two, The Arts, Media Stud-
ies, and Popular Culture, contains chapters with readings on music and video games,
media violence, advertising, Hollywood films, television, and the visual arts. In Part
Three, Social and Behavioral Sciences, the chapters address such matters as educa-
tion, poverty and homelessness, criminal behavior, gender and sex roles, race and
ethnicity, terrorism, and war. In Part Four, Science and Technology, writers from a va-
riety of disciplines explore such subjects as the relationships among science, technol-
ogy, and society; public-health issues; computers and digital technology; the ethical
implications of technology and human genetic experimentation; and science and the
imagination. Finally, in Part Five, Business and Economics, the essays address mar-
keting and the American consumer, the work place, the economic impact of out-
sourcing, and the United States in the global marketplace.

The selections in each chapter encourage students to consider issues from dif-
ferent perspectives because their authors come from a wide range of disciplinary
backgrounds and training. Sometimes the writers cross disciplinary lines in their
essays. For example, a chemist explores the metaphor of discovery, and a historian ex-
tols the virtues of reading. The individual perspectives of the writers may differ mark-
edly from students’ own perspectives, thus generating discussion and writing topics.

ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS

Following each sclection, students have an opportunity to make a Personal Response
to some aspect of the reading. Each reading is also followed by several Questions for
Class or Small-Group Discussion. These questions invite students to consider rhetor-
ical strategies of the piece, to think of larger implications, to discuss related issues, or
to make connections between the readings and their own experiences. Many of these
questions are appropriate for writing topics as well, and many others will prompt stu-
dents to discover related topics on which to write.

The selections in each chapter are followed by a section called Perspectives
on. .., which provides writing topics based on ideas generated by the collected read-
ings in that chapter. These writing assignments are arranged in two categories:

* Suggested Writing Topics suitable for synthesis, argumentation, and other
modes of writing such as the report, the letter, the personal essay, and the
comparison and contrast essay; and

*  Research Topics suitable for development into research papers.

Finally (as mentioned previously), each chapter in Parts Two through Five con-
cludes with a new section, Responding to Visuals, which features two photographs or
other visual images. These images relate to the thematic focus of the chapter and are
accompanied by questions on rhetorical strategies and other relevant matters.

Given the title of this textbook, a definition of “issues” is in order. An issue is usually
taken to mean a topic that is controversial, that prompts differences of opinion, or
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that can be seen from different perspectives. It often raises questions or requires tak-
ing a close look at a problem. While this is not primarily an argument textbook, the
inclusion of topics and essays guaranteed to spark controversy is deliberate. Many of
the readings will surely prompt students to take opposing positions. Some of the
readings are provocative; others may anger students. Such differences of opinion will
not only generate lively class discussions, but they will also result in writing opportu-
nities that engage students.
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