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Introduction

dBASE IlI™ is a database management system for microcom-
puters. This is a book about putting the computer to work for you
using dBASE Ill. We will not be too concerned here about how the
computer does it. This is a book about using the computer to our
benefit. When we learn to drive a car, for example, we are not too
concerned about the inner workings of the clutch or voltage regula-
tor. Instead, we just want to get from point A to point B faster and
more efficiently than walking. The same is true for the majority of
computer users in the world today. Knowing about bits and bytes
and B-trees is great, but most of us are more concerned about get-
ting from A to B. Point A in the computer sense is doing dull tasks
inefficiently, slowly, and with human error. Point B is letting the
machine do dull tasks quickly, efficiently, and accurately.

This book is written with the computer novice in mind, but cer-
tainly more experienced users can learn from our examples too.
The approach for teaching you to use dBASE focuses on the practi-
cal. Rather than just tell you what dBASE does, we show you with
real-life everyday examples. We'll not only tell you what the dBASE
commands mean, but we’ll also teach you the concepts behind
using the commands correctly. We'll also give you some good tech-
niques for using dBASE I to its fullest potential.

If you have dBASE 11l handy, you should follow along by trying out
the examples in the book. We assume that you are using a com puter
with two disk drives, drive A and drive B. The examples are set up
such that the dBASE Il system disk is in drive A, and the databases
we create are on the disk in drive B. You can use any disk configura-
tion that you wish, however. For example, drive B is specified as the
drive to put databases on by preceding the filename with the symbol
B: (i.e., CREATE B:MAIL, USE B:MAIL). If you don’t have a drive B,
just leave off the B: (i.e., CREATE MAIL, USE MAIL).

The contents of the book include the following. Chapters 1-7 deal
with dBASE Il basics: creating a database; adding data to it; search-
ing, sorting, and editing the data; and printing formatted reports and



mailing labels. Chapters 8 and 9 deal with managing multiple data
files, using an inventory system as the example. Chapters 10-16 dis-
cuss programming techniques which are used to go beyond the
built-in capabilities of dBASE.

Appendix A discusses interfacing dBASE Il with other programs
such as WordStar, SuperCalc, and BASIC. Appendix B goes into
graphics, and is basically just for fun. Appendix C is a summary of
dBASE Ill commands that you can use as a reference. Appendix D
discusses translating dBASE Il data and programs to dBASE II.

Configuring DOS for dBASE |III

To take full advantage of the capabilities of dBASE lll, you should
boot up the computer with a special CONFIG.SYS file on the boot-
up disk. The CONFIG.SYS file you need is stored on the dBASE III
system disk. If you have a hard disk system, and usually boot up
from the hard disk, just copy the CONFIG.SYS file to the main direc-
tory of the hard disk. To do so, stay logged on to the C drive, put the
dBASE Ill system disk into drive A, and type the command:

COPY A:CONFIG.SYS

If you usually boot up from a floppy disk, copy the CONFIG.SYS
file to the disk that you normally boot up from. First, make sure that
there is no write-protect tab on the disk you normally boot up from,
then put it in drive B. Put the dBASE IlI system disk in drive A. From
the DOS A> prompt, type in the command:

COPY CONFIG.SYS B:

If it won't fit, you may need to erase a file on the boot-up disk. You
could also create a disk specifically for booting up with dBASE III.
Simply put a blank, unformatted disk in drive B, and the DOS disk in
drive A. Make a formatted, bootable disk with the command:

FORMAT B:/S

When the formatting is complete, remove the DOS disk from
drive A, and put in the dBASE Ill system disk. Type in the command:

COPY CONFIG.SYS B:

Xv
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To reboot the system with the CONFIG.SYS file, remove the disk
from drive A and insert the new disk with the CONFIG.SYS file on it.
Hold down the Ctrl and Alt keys simultaneously, and press the Del
key. The system will reboot back to the A> prompt using informa-
tion from the CONFIG.SYS file. When you wish to use dBASE Ill in
the future, be sure to boot up or reboot with the disk that has the
CONFIG.SYS file on it.

For more information on the CONFIG.SYS file, see the file named
READ.ME on the dBASE Il system disk. From the A> prompt, enter
the command:

TYPE READ.ME

and press RETURN. For a printed copy, first make sure the printer is
on, then hold down the Ctrl key and type the letter P Then type the
command:

TYPE READ.ME
or the command:
TYPE A:READ.ME

and press RETURN. After the READ.ME file is printed, hold down
the Ctrl key and type P again.
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