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Franklin’s Outline for His Autobiography

[Copie d’un Projét tres Curieux de Benjamin Franklin—1e¢ Esquisse de ses
Memoires. Les additions a l'encre rouge sont de la main de Frankln.]”

My writing. Mrs. Dogood’s letters. Differences arise between my
Brother and me (his temper and mine); their cause in general. His
Newspaper. The Prosecution he suffered. My Examination. Vote of
Assembly. His manner of evading it. Whereby I became free. My at-
tempt to get employ with other Printers. He prevents me. Our frequent
pleadings before our Father. The final Breach. My Inducements to quit
Boston. Manner of coming to a Resolution. My leaving him and going
to New York (return to eating flesh); thence to Pennsylvania. The
journey, and its events on the Bay, at Amboy. The road. Meet with Dr.
Brown. His character. His great work. At Burlington. The Good
Woman. On the River. My Arrival at Philadelphia. First Meal and first
Sleep. Money left. Employment. Lodging. First acquaintance with my
afterward Wife. With J. Ralph. With Keimer. Their characters. Os-
borne. Watson. The Governor takes notice of me. The Occasion and
Manner. His character. Offers to set me up. My return to Boston. Voyage
and accidents. Reception. My Father dislikes the proposal. I return to
New York and Philadelphia. Governor Burnet. J. Collins. The Money
for Vernon. The Governor’s Deceit. Collins not finding employment
goes to Barbados much in my Debt. Ralph and I go to England.
Disappointment of Governor’s Letters. Colonel French his Friend.

* This memorandum, probably in the handwriting of M. le Veillard, immediately pre-
cedes the Qutline in the MS. [translation: “Copy of a very interesting plan of Benjamin
Franklin’s — initial sketch of his memoirs. The additions in red ink are in Franklin’s hand.”]
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vi The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

Cornwallis’s Letters. Cabbin. Denham. Hamilton. Arrival in England.
Get employment. Ralph not. He is an expense to me. Adventures in
FEngland. Write a Pamphlet and print 100. Schemes. Lyons. Dr. Pember-
ton. My diligence, and yet poor through Ralph. My Landlady. Her
character. Wygate. Wilkes. Cibber. Plays. Books I borrowed. Preachers I
heard. Redmayne. At Watts’s. Temperance. Ghost. Conduct and Influ-
ence among the Men. Persuaded by Mr. Denham to return with him to
Philadelphia and be his clerk. Our voyage and arrival. My resolutions in
Writing. My Sickness. His Death. Found D. R. married. Go to work
again with Keimer. Terms. His ill usage of me. My Resentment. Saying
of Decow. My Friends at Burlington. Agreement with H. Meredith to set
up in Partnership. Do so. Success with the Assembly. Hamilton’s
Friendship. Sewell’s History. Gazette. Paper money. Webb. Writing
Busy Body. Breintnal. Godfrey. His Character. Suit against us. Offer of
my Friends, Coleman and Grace. Continue the Business, and M. goes
to Carolina. Pamphlet on Paper Money. Gazette from Keimer. Junto
credit; its plan. Marry. Library erected. Manner of conducting the
project. Its plan and utility. Children. Almanac. The use [ made of it.
Great industry. Constant study. Father's Remark and Advice upon Dili-
gence. Carolina Partnership. Learn French and German. Journey to
Boston after ten years. Affection of my Brother. His Death, and leaving
me his Son. Art of Virtue. Occasion. City Watch amended. Post-ofhce.
Spotswood. Bradford’s Behavior. Clerk of Assembly. Lose one of my
Sons. Project of subordinate Juntos. Write occasionally in the papers.
Success in Business. Fire companies. Engines. Go again to Boston 1n
1743. See Dr. Spence. Whitefield. My connection with him. His gener-
osity to me. My returns. Church Differences. My part in them. Propose
a College. Not then prosecuted. Propose and establish a Philosophical
Society. War. Electricity. My first knowledge of it. Partnership with
D. Hall, &c. Dispute in Assembly upon Defence. Project for it. Plain
Truth. Its success. Ten thousand Men raised and disciplined. Lotteries.
Battery built. New Castle. My influence in the Council. Colors, De-
vices, and Mottos. Ladies” Military Watch. Quakers chosen of the Com-
mon Council. Put in the commission of the peace. Logan fond of me.
His Library. Appointed Postmaster-General. Chosen Assemblyman.
Commissioner to treat with Indians at Carlisle and at Easton. Project
and establish Academy. Pamphlet on it. Journey to Boston. At Albany.
Plan of union of the colonies. Copy of it. Remarks upon it. It fails, and
how. Journey to Boston in 1754. Disputes about it in our Assembly. My



Franklin’s Outline for His Autobiography vil

part in them. New Governor. Disputes with him. His character and
sayings to me. Chosen Alderman. Project of Hospital. My share in it. Its
success. Boxes. Made a Commissioner ot the Treasury. My commussion
to defend the frontier counties. Raise Men and build Forts. Militia Law
of my drawing. Made Colonel. Parade of my Officers. Offence to
Proprietor. Assistance to Boston Ambassadors. Journey with Shirley, &c.
Meet with Braddock. Assistance to him. To the Officers of his Army.
Furnish him with Forage. His concessions to me and character of me.
Success of my Electrical Experiments. Medal sent me. Present Royal
Society, and Speech of President. Denny’s Arrival and Courtship to me.
His character. My service to the Army in the affair of Quarters. Disputes
about the Proprietor’s Taxes continued. Project for paving the City. I am
sent to England. Negotiation there. Canada delenda est.* My Pamphlet.
Its reception and effect. Projects drawn from me concerning the Con-
quest. Acquaintance made and their services to me —Mrs. S. M. Small,
Sir John P., Mr. Wood, Sargent Strahan, and others. Their characters.
Doctorate from Edinburgh, St. Andrew’s. Doctorate from Oxford. Jour-
ney to Scotland. Lord Leicester. Mr. Prat. De Grey. Jackson. State of
Affairs in England. Delays. Eventful Journey into Holland and
Flanders. Agency from Maryland. Son’s appointment. My Return. Al-
lowance and thanks. Journey to Boston. John Penn, Governor. My
conduct toward him. The Paxton Murders. My Pamphlet. Rioters
march to Philadelphia. Governor retires to my House. My conduct.
Sent out to the Insurgents. Turn them back. Little thanks. Disputes
revived. Resolutions against continuing under Proprietary Government.
Another Pamphlet. Cool thoughts. Sent again to England with Petition.
Negotiation there. Lord H. His character. Agencies from New Jersey,
Georgia, Massachusetts. Journey into Germany, 1766. Civilities re-
ceived there. Géttingen Observations. Ditto into France in 1767. Ditto
in 176q. Entertainment there at the Academy. Introduced to the King
and the Mesdames, Mad. Victoria and Mrs. Lamagnon. Duc de
Chaulnes, M. Beaumont. Le Roy, D’Alibard, Nollet. See Journals.
Holland. Reprint my papers and add many. Books presented to me from
many authors. My Book translated into French. Lightning Kite. Various
Discoveries. My manner of prosecuting that Study. King of Denmark
invites me to dinner. Recollect my Father’s Proverb. Stamp Act. My

| Canada delenda est.] “Canada must be destroyed” (a reference to Cato the Elder’s call for
the destruction of Carthage).
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opposition to it. Recommendation of J. Hughes. Amendment of it.
Examination in Parliament. Reputation it gave me. Caressed by Mins-
try. Charles Townsend’s Act. Opposition to it. Stoves and chimney-
plates. Armonica. Acquaintance with Ambassadors. Russian Intimation.
Writing in newspapers. Glasses from Germany. Grant of Land in Nova
Scotia. Sicknesses. Letters to America returned hither. The conse-
quences. Insurance Office. My character. Costs me nothing to be civil
to inferiors; a good deal to be submissive to superors, &c., &c. Farce of
Perpetual Motion. Writing for Jersey Assembly. Hutchinson’s Letters.
Temple. Suit in Chancery. Abuse before the Privy Council. Lord Hills-
borough’s character and conduct. Lord Dartmouth. Negotiation to
prevent the War. Return to America. Bishop of St. Asaph. Congress,
Assembly. Committee of Safety. Chevaux-de-frise. Sent to Boston, to the
Camp. To Canada, to Lord Howe. To France. Treaty, &c.
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The Autobiography.

PART ONE

TWYFORD, at the Bishop of St. Asaph’s, 1771.

DEAR SON: [ have ever had pleasure in obtaining any little anecdotes
of my ancestors. You may remember the inquiries [ made among the
remains of my relations when you were with me in England, and the
journey [ undertook for that purpose. Imagining it may be equally
agreeable to you to know the circumstances of my life, many of which
you are yet unacquainted with, and expecting the enjoyment of a
week’s uninterrupted leisure in my present country retirement, I sit
down to write them for you. To which I have besides some other
inducements. Having emerged from the poverty and obscurity in
which I was born and bred; ¥o 7 state of affiaence and some degree of
reputation i the woild; and haying gone so far through Iife with a
considerablé share of felicityt aali:"'thin'ducing means | made use of,
which with the blessing of God so well succeeded, my posterity may
like to know, as they may fiid séme of them saitable to their own
situations, and therefore fit to bé imitated.

That felicity, when I reflected on it, has induced me sometimes to say,
that were it offered to my choice, 1 should have no objection to a
repetition of the same life from its beginning, only asking the advantages
authors have in a second edition to correct some faults of the first. So |
might, besides correcting the faults, change some sinister accidents and
events of it for others more favorable. But though this were denied, |
should still accept the offer. Since such a repetition is not to be ex-
pected, the next thing most like living one’s life over again seems to be a
recollection of that life, and to make that recollection as durable as
possible by putting it down in writing.

Hereby, too, I shall indulge the inclination so natural in old men, to
be talking of themselves and their own past actioris; and I shall indulge it
without being tiresome to others, who, through respect to age, might

1
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2 The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

conceive themselves obliged to give me a hearing, since this may be
read or not as any one pleases. And, lastly (I may as well confess it, since
my demial of it will be believed by nobody), perhaps I shall a good deal
gratity my own vanity. Indeed, I scarce ever heard or saw the introduc-
tory words, “Without vanity I may say,” &c., but some vain thing imme-
diately followed. Most people dislike vanity in others, whatever share
they have of it themselves; but I give it fair quarter wherever I meet with
it, being persuaded that it is often productive ot good to the possessor,
and to others that are within his sphere of action; and therefore, in many
cases, it would not be altogether absurd if a man were to thank God for
his vanity among the other comforts of life.

And now [ speak of thanking God, I desire with all humility to
acknowledge that | owe the mentioned happiness of my past life to His
kind providence, which lead me to the means I used and gave them
success. My beliet of this induces me to hope, though I must not
presume, that the same goodness will still be exercised toward me, in
continuing that happiness, or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, which
I may experience as others have done; the complexion of my future
fortune being known to Him only in whose power it is to bless to us even
our afflictions.

The notes one of my uncles (who had the same kind of curiosity in
collecting family anecdotes) once put into my hands, furnished me with
several particulars relating to our ancestors. From these notes I learned
that the family had lived in the same village, Ecton, in North-
amptonshire, for three hundred years, and how much longer he knew
not (perhaps from the time when the name of Franklin, that before was
the name of an order of people, was assumed by them as a surname
when others took surnames all over the kingdom?*), on a freehold of
about thirty acres, aided by the smith’s business, which had continued in

“ As a proof that Franklin was anciently the common name of an order or rank in England,
see Judge Fortescue’s De Laudibus Legum Anglie, written about the year 1412, in which is the
following passage, to show that good juries might easily be formed in any part of England:
“Regio etiam illa, ita respersa refertaque est possessoribus terrarum et agrorum, quod in ea,
villula tam parva reperiri non poterit, in qua non est miles, armiger, vel pater-familias, qualis
ibidem Franleri vulgariter nuncupatur, magnis ditatus possessionibus, nec non libere tenentes
et alii valecti plurimi, suis patrimoniis sufficientes ad faciendum juratam, in forma pranotata.”
Moreover, the same countxy is so filled and replenished with landed menne, that therein so
small a thorpe cannot be found wherein dweleth not a knight, an esquire, or such an
householder, as is there commonly called a Franklin, enriched with great possessions; and also
other freeholders and many yeomen able for their livelihoodes to make a jury in form
aforementioned. — Old Translation.

Chaucer, toe, calls his ceuntry gentleman a Franklin, and, after describing his good
housekeeping, thus characterizes him:
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the family till his time, the eldest son being always bred to that business;
a custom which he and my father followed as to their eldest sons. When
| searched the registers at Ecton, I found an account of their births,
marriages and burials from the year 1555 only, there being no registers
kept in that parish at any time preceding. By that register I perceived that
[ was the youngest son of the youngest son for five generations back. My
grandfather Thomas, who was born in 1598, lived at Ecton till he grew
too old to tollow business longer, when he went to live with his son John,
a dyer at Banbury, in Oxfordshire, with whom my father served an
apprenticeship. There my grandfather died and lies buried. We saw his
gravestone in 1758. His eldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecton,
and left it with the land to his only child, a daughter, who, with her
husband, one Fisher, of Wellingborough, sold it to Mr. Isted, now lord of
the manor there. My grandfather had four sons that grew up, viz.:
Thomas, John, Benjamin and Josiah. I will give you what account I can
of them, at this distance from my papers, and if these are not lost in my
absence, you will among them find many more particulars.

Thomas was bred a smith under his father; but, being ingenious,
and encouraged in learning (as all my brothers were) by an Esquire
Palmer, then the principa% gentleman in that parish, he qualified
himself for the business of scrivener; became a considerable man in
the county; was a chief mover of all public-spirited undertakings for
the county or town of Northampton, and his own village, of which
many instances were related of him; and much taken notice of and
patronized by the then Lord Halifax. He died in 1702, January 6, old
style, just four years to a day before I was born. The account we
received of his life and character from some old people at Ecton, I
remember, struck you as something extraordinary, from its similarity to
what you knew of mine. “Had he died on the same day,” you said, “one
might have supposed a transmigration.”

John was bred a dyer, I believe of woolens. Benjamin was bred a silk
dyer, serving an apprenticeship at London. He was an ingenious man. I
remember him well, for when I was a boy he came over to my father in
Boston, and lived in the house with us some years. He lived to a great
age. His grandson, Samuel Franklin, now lives in Boston. He left behind

“This worthy Franklin has a purse of silk,
Fixed to his girdle, white as morning milk.
Knight of the Shire, first Justice at the Assize,
To help the paor, the doubtful to advise.
In all employments, generous, just, he proved,
Renowned for courtesy, by all beloved.”
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him two quarto volumes, MS., of his own poetry, consisting of little
occasional pieces addressed to his friends and relations, of which the
following, sent to me, is a specimen.* He had formed a short-hand of his
own, which he taught me, but, never practising it, I have now forgot it. |
was named after this uncle, there being a particular aftection between
him and my father. He was very pious, a great attender of sermons of the
best preachers, which he took down in his short-hand, and had with him
many volumes of them. He was also much of a politician; too much,
perhaps, for his station. There fell lately into my hands, in London, a
affairs, from 1641 to 1717; many of the volumes are wanting as appears by

* Here follows in the margin the words, in brackets, “here insert it,” but the poetry is not
given. Mr. Sparks informs us (Life of Franklin, p. 6) that these volumes had been preserved,
and were in possession of Mrs. Emmons, of Boston, great-granddaughter of their author. The
following are specimens quoted by Mr. Sparks:

“Sent to his namesake, upon a Report of his Inclination to Martial Affairs, July 7th, 1710:

“Believe me, Ben, it is a dangerous trade,
The sword has many marred as well as made;
By it do many fall, not many rise,
Makes many poor, few rich, and fewer wise;
Fills towns with ruin, fields with blood; beside
"Tis sloth’s maintainer, and the shield of pride.
Fair cities, rich to-day in plenty flow,
War fills with want to-morrow, and with woe.
Ruined estates, the nurse of vice, broke limbs and scars,
Are the effects of desolating wars.”

“ACROSTIC,
“Sent to Benjamin Franklin in New England, July 15th, 1710:

“Be to thy parents an obedient son;
Each day let duty constantly be done;
Never give way to sloth, or lust, or pride,
If free you'd be from thousand ills beside;
Above all ills be sure avoid the shelf;
Man’s danger lies in Satan, sin, and self.
In virtue, learning, wisdom, progress make;
Ne'er shrink at suffering for thy Saviour’s sake.

“Fraud and all falsehood in thy dealings flee,
Religious always in thy station be;
Adore the Maker of thy inward part,
Now's the accepted time, give him thy heart,
Keep a good conscience, 'tis a constant friend,;
Like judge and witness this thy acts attend.
In heart with bended knee, alone, adore
None but the Three in One for evermore.”

B. [John Bigelow, editor of 1868 edition.|
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the numbering, but there still remain eight volumes in folio, and twenty-
four in quarto and in octavo. A dealer in old books met with them, and
knowing me by my sometimes buying ot him, he brought them to me. It
seems my uncle must have left them here when he went to America,
which was above fifty years since. There are many of his notes in the
margins.

This obscure family of ours was early in the Reformation, and contin-
ued Protestants through the reign of Queen Mary, when they were
sometimes in danger of trouble on account of their zeal against popery.
They had got an English Bible, and to conceal and secure it, it was
fastened open with tapes under and within the cover of a joint-stool.
When my great-great-grandfather read it to his family, he turned up the
joint-stool upon his knees, turning over the leaves then under the tapes.
One of the children stood at the door to give notice if he saw the
apparitor coming, who was an officer of the spiritual court. In that case
the stool was turned down again upon its feet, when the Bible remained
concealed under it as before. This anecdote I had from my uncle
Benjamin. The family continued all of the Church of England till about
the end of Charles the Second’s reign, when some of the ministers that
had been outed for non-conformity holding conventicles in North-
amptonshire, Benjamin and Josiah adhered to them, and so continued
all their lives: the rest of the family remained with the Episcopal
Church. -

Josiah, my father, married young, and carried. his wife with three
children into New England, about 1682. The conventicles having been
forbidden by law, and %r'equently disturbed, induced some considerable
men of his acquaintance to remove to that country, and he was prevailed
with to accompany them thither, where they expected to enjoy their
mode of religion with freedom. By the same wife he had four children
more born there, and by a second wife ten more, in all seventeen; of
which I remember thirteen sitting at one time at his table, who all grew
up to be men and women, and married; I was the youngest son, and the
youngest child but two, and was bomn in Boston, New England My
mother, the second wife, was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter Folger,
one of the first settlers of New England, of whom honorable mention is
made by Cotton Mather, in his church history of that country, entitled
Magnalia Christi Americana, as “a godly, learned Englishman,” if 1
remember the words rightly. I have heard that he wrote sundry small
occasional pieces, but only one of them was printed, which I saw now
many years since. It was written in 1675, in the home-spun verse of that
time and people, and addressed to those then concerned in the govern-
ment there. It was in favor of liberty of conscience, and in behalf of the
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Baptists, Quakers, and other sectaries that had been under persecution,
ascribing the Indian wars, and other distresses that had befallen the
country, to that persecution, as so many judgments of God to punish so
heinous an offense, and exhorting a repeal of those uncharitable laws.
The whole appeared to me as written with a good deal of decent
plainness and manly freedom. The six concluding lines I remember,
though I have forgotten the two furst of the stanza; but the purport of
them was, that his censures proceeded from goodwill, and, therefore he
would be known to be the author.

“Because to be a libeller (says he)
I hate it with my heart;
From Sherburne town, where now I dwell
My name I do put here;
Without offense your real friend,
It is Peter Folgier”

My elder brothers were all put apprentices to different trades. 1 was
put to the grammar-school at eight years of age, my father intending to
devote me, as the tithe of his sons, to the service ot the Church. My early
readiness in learning to read (which must have been very early, as I do
not remember when [ could not read), and the opinion of all his friends,
that I should certainly make a good scholar, encouraged him in this
purpose of his. My uncle Benjamin, too, approved of it, and proposed to
give me all his short-hand volumes of sermons, [ suppose as a stock to set
up with, if I would learn his character. I continued, however, at the
grammar-school not quite one year, though in that time 1 had risen
gradually from the muddle of the class of that year to be the head of it,
and farther was removed into the next class above it, in order to go with
that into the third at the end of the year. But my father, in the mean
time, from a view of the expense of a college education, which having so
large a family he could not well afford, and the mean living many so
educated were afterwards able to obtain —reasons that he gave to his
friends in my hearing — altered his first intention, took me from the
grammar-school, and sent me to a school for writing and arithmetic,
kept by a then famous man, Mr. George Brownell, very successful in his
profession generally, and that by mild, encouraging methods. Under
him [ acquired fair writing pretty soon, but I failed in the arithmetic, and
made no progress in it. At ten years old I was taken home to assist my
father in his business, which was that of a tallow-chandler and sope-
boiler; a business he was not bred to, but had assumed on his arrival in
New England, and on finding his dying trade would not maintain his
famnily, being in little request. Accordingly, I was employed in cutting



Part One 7

wick for the candles, filling the dipping mold and the molds for cast
candles, attending the shop, going of errands, etc.

I disliked the trade, and had a strong inclination for the sea, but my
father declared against it; however, living near the water, I was much in
and about it, learnt early to swim well, and to manage boats; and when
in a boat or canoe with other boys, I was commonly allowed to govern,
especially in any case of difhculty; and upon other occasions I was
generally a leader among the boys, and sometimes led them into
scrapes, of which I will mention one instance, as it shows an early
projecting public spirit, tho” not then justly conducted.

There was a salt-marsh that bounded part of the mill-pond, on the edge
of which, at high water, we used to stand to fish for minnows. By much
trampling, we had made it a mere quagmire. My proposal was to build a
wharff there fit for us to stand upon, and I showed my comrades a large
heap of stones, which were intended for a new house near the marsh, and
which would very well suit our purpose. Accordingly, in the evening,
when the workmen were gone, | assembled a number of my play-fellows,
and working with them diligently like so many emmets, sometimes two
or three to a stone, we brought them all away and built our little wharft.
The next morning the worimen were surprised at missing the stones,
which were found in our wharff. Inquiry was made after the removers; we
were discovered and complained of; several of us were corrected by our
fathers; and, though | pleaded the usetulness of the work, mine con-
vinced me that nothing was useful which was not honest.

[ think you may like to know something of his person and character.
He had an excellent constitution of body, was of middle stature, but
well set, and very strong; he was ingenious, could draw prettily, was
skilled a little in music, and had a clear pleasing voice, so that when he
played psalm tunes on his violin and sung withal, as he sometimes did
in an evening after the business of the day was over, it was extremely
agreeable to hear. He had a mechanical genius too, and, on occasion,
was very handy in the use of other tradesmen’s tools; but his great
excellence lay in a sound understanding and solid judgment in pru-
dential matters, both in private and publick affairs. In the latter,
indeed, he was never employed, the numerous family he had to
educate and the straitness of his circumstances keeping him close to
his trade; but I remember well his being frequently visited by leading
people, who consulted him for his opinion in affairs of the town or of
the church he belonged to, and showed a good deal of respect for his
judgment and advice: he was also much consulted by private persons
about their affairs when any difficulty occurred, and frequently chosen
an arbitrator between contending parties. At his table he liked to have,



8 The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

as often as he could, some sensible friend or neighbor to converse with,
and always took care to start some ingenious or useful topic for discourse,
which might tend to improve the minds of his children. By this means he
turned our attention to what was good, just, and prudent in the conduct
of life; and little or no notice was ever taken of what related to the victuals
on the table, whether it was well or ill dressed, in or out of season, of good
or bad flavor, preferable or inferior to this or that other thing of the kind,
so that I was bro’t up in such a perfect inattention to those matters as to be
quite indifferent what kind of food was set before me, and so unobservant
of it, that to this day if I am asked I can scarce tell a few hours atter dinner
what I dined upon. This has been a convenience to me in travelling,
where my companions have been sometimes very unhappy for want of a
suitable gratification of their more delicate, because better instructed,
tastes and appetites. -

My mother had likewise an excellent constitution: she suckled all her
ten children. I never knew either my father or mother to have any
sickness but that of which they dy'd, he at 89, and she at 85 years of age.
They lie buried together at Boston, where I some years since placed a
marble over their grave, with this inscription:

JOSIAH FRANKLIN
and
ABIAH his wife,
lie here interred.
They lived lovingly together in wedlock
hfty-hive years.

Without an estate, or any gainful employment,
By constant labor and industry,
with God’s blessing,

They maintained a large family
comfortably,
and brought up thirteen children
and seven grandchildren
reputably.

From this instance, reader,

Be encouraged to diligence in thy calling,
And distrust not Providence.

He was a pious and prudent man;
She, a discreet and virtuous woman.
Their youngest son,

In filial regard to their memory,
Places this stone.

J. F. born 1655, died 1744, Atat 89.
A. F. born 1667, died 1752, — 8s.
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By my rambling digressions I perceive myself to be grown old. I us'd to
write more methodically. But one does not dress for private company as
for a publick ball. "Tis perhaps only negligence.

To return: [ continued thus employed in my father’s business for two
years, that is, till I was twelve years old; and my brother John, who was
bred to that business, having left my father, married, and set up for
himself at Rhode Island, there was all appearance that | was destined to
supply his place, and become a tallow-chandler. But my dislike to the
trade continuing, my father was under apprehensions that if he did not
find one for me more agreeable, I should break away and get to sea, as
his son Josiah had done, to his great vexation. He therefore sometimes
took me to walk with him, and see joiners, bricklayers, turners, braziers,
etc., at their work, that he might observe my inclination, and endeavor
to fix it on some trade or other on land. It has ever since been a pleasure
to me to see good workmen handle their tools; and it has been useful to
me, having learnt so much by it as to be able to dolittle jobs myself in my
house when a workman could not readily be got, and to construct little
machines for my experiments, while the intention of making the experi-
ment was fresh and warm in my mind. My father at last fixed upon the
cutler’s trade, and my uncle Benjamin’s son Samuel, who was bred to
that business in London, being about that time established in Boston, I
was sent to be with him some time on liking. But his expectations of a
fee with me displeasing my father, I was taken home again.

From a child [ was fond of reading, and all the little money that came
into my hands was ever laid out in books. Pleased with the Pilgrim’s
Progress my first collection was of John Bunyan’s works in separate little

volumes. I afterward sold them to enable me to buy R. Burton’s Histori-
cal Collections; they were small chapmen’s books, and cheap, 40 or 50
in all. My father’s little library consisted chiefly of books in polemic
divinity, most of which I read, and have since often regretted that, at a
time when [ had such a thirst for knowledge, more proper books had not
fallen in my way, since it was now resolved I should not be a clergyman.
Plutarch’s Lives there was in which I read abundantly, and I still think
that time spent to great advantage. There was also a book of De Foe’s,
called an Essay on Projects, and another of Dr. Mather’s, called Essays
to do Good, which perhaps gave me a turn of thinking that had an
influence on some of the principal future events of my life.

This bookish inclination at length determined my father to make me
a printer, though he had already one son (James) of that profession. In
1717 my brother James returned from Eng land with a press and letters to
set up his business in Boston. I liked it much better than that of my
father but still had a hankering for the sea. To prevent the apprehended



