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INTRODUCTION

Classic Clip Art is an unusual and invaluable collection of
thousands of quality, copyright-free, clip-art images for graphic
designers, artists, and desktop publishers. These images were taken
from the rare 1900 edition of the American Type Founders Cut Book,
a catalog for printers. The American Type Founders were photoen-
gravers who made metal relief plates for letterpress printing. These
| plates were used primarily for reproducing illustrations and were called
| cuts. Today, illustrations of all kinds are printed so efficiently by mod-
ern offset lithography that photoengraving has only limited and
special applications. The cuts, however, are so varied that they pro-
vide marvelous clip-art images.

Until relatively recently, enlarging an illustration was a laborious
and time-consuming process involving the use of a camera lucida or a
light chamber based on the same principle of using a prism or mirrors
to cause a virtual image of a piece of artwork to appear, as if projected,
| upon a plane surface so that an outline and details can be traced.
Consequently, cuts were available in a variety of point sizes. Although
today designers can easily change the size of an illustration, many of
the images in this book are repeated in different sizes because it can be
helpful to see immediately how an alphabet or an illustration, as they
were in the original edition, looks in small and large sizes.

Since the American Type Founders’ customers were small and
large establishments that printed everything from menus, letterheads,
and advertisements to brochures, magazines, and books, the company
produced cuts for an enormous range of subject matter. The thousands
of images in this extraordinary collection of clip art therefore include
more than eighty alphabets, as well as page embellishments, head and
tail pieces, illustrated initials, silhouettes, trade cuts, chapbook art and
directors, Christmas and Easter designs, and illustrations of ballet
dancers, golfers, bowlers, hoboes, baseball players, Kate Greenaway’s
mignonettes, babies, trains, ships, fruit, flowers, poultry, cows, sheep,
horses, fish, and a variety of birds and wild animals.

This is, indeed, a comprehensive sourcebook that you will enjoy
using and will refer to again and again.
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