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Preface to First Edition

Human and Economic Geography hasbeen written mainly to cater for students
taking the H.S.C. and Advanced level G.C.E. examinations. It covers in detail
the syllabus for H.S.C. Paper 3, though it is also intended for use as a general
reference book on human and economic geography. Exercises and questions
typical of those set in the examinations have been included to allow students
to discover the extent of their knowledge and to practise assembling material
which may be covered in several separate chapters of this book. Key words and
phrases have been printed in bold type to assist the student further in quickly
assimilating the information.

In writing this book we have had in mind the needs and interests of students
in developing countries, since most of the textbooks already available are
written mainly for British or American schools and colleges. Much emphasis
has therefore been placed on conditions and problems in developing countries,
especially in the Discussion Points, and wherever possible regional examples
have been quoted to illustrate general points. We have, at the same time,
maintained a world-wide coverage to assist comparison between developing and
advanced countries.

The Discussion Points focus on points of topical interest or on particular
problems. It is hoped that many of them may be used as the starting point for
class discussion, and may stimulate the students’ interest in current and future
developments in economic geography. In contrast the Special Topics focus at-
tention on the existing human, economic and natural factors influencing the
patterns of distribution of various types of economic activities.

Most countries are now changing from the use of Imperial to Metric (S.1.)
units of measurement and to avoid confusion both types of units have been
included. A conversion table is provided to allow accurate conversion of any
particular figure, and approximate conversions, which are often more easily
remembered than exact figures, have been included in the text. The exception
to this rule is in the use throughout of metric tonnes only, since the difference
between metric and imperial tons is slight and the use of both figures would
have been clumsy. In most cases, figures for production of various com-
modities have been quoted as a percentage of the world total. This is considered
more useful than the use of absolute figures for any particular year, since ab-
solute figures fluctuate more widely than percentages from year to year and
in any case such figures of many millions of tonnes, for example, are less easily
remembered for comparative purposes than simple percentages. Where actual
figures are quoted, they are derived from the published figures of the United
Nations, and refer to the year 1967 unless otherwise stated. More up-to-date
figures have been included wherever possible.

Although we have covered most aspects of human and economic geography
in this book, some students may wish to pursue certain aspects of the work
further and for this reason we have included a list of books for further read-
ing.
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We wish to take this opportunity of thanking the editorial and production
staff of O.U.P., Kuala Lumpur, and all those who have assisted us with in-
formation and advice in the production of this book. In particular we wish to
acknowledge the assistance of Dr. R.P.C. Morgan, formerly of the University
of Malaya, who read and commented on the original manuscript.

GOH CHENG LEONG, GILLIAN C. MORGAN,
Malay College, Bedford,
Kuala Kangsar, England

Perak, Malaysia
June 1972



Preface to Second Edition

Nothing changes more rapidly in geography than economic statistics since they
are affected by all kinds of economic, political, social, physical and human
forces. New developments, new crops, new techniques, changing political
groupings all affect the world’s production and distribution of commodities
and therefore help to change the human and economic geography of various
countries. The last ten years have seen tremendous changes in the world
economy. Qilfields have been developed in many new areas, new crops and
industries have been adopted in both developed and developing countries, old
industrial districts have declined and new ones been established.

It is hoped that the thorough revision of this book which we have under-
taken has taken account of the most important of these changes. Existing
information has been checked, alterations made where necessary and much
new material has been added. As far as possible the statistics in the book have
been updated to a standard date of 1977, based on United Nations published
sources. The use of both metric and imperial units has been retained. Chinese
names are now written in the Pinyin transliteration used by the mainland
Chinese themselves, since this is now gaining wide acceptance. The older form
of spelling is however retained for clarity since Pinyin is still little used in some
countries. ‘Kampuchea’ is used throughout instead of ‘Cambodia’.

More case studies have been included, especially in the chapters on agri-
culture and industry; the coverage of urban geography and of transport net-
works has been expanded and the chapters on oil and gas, electricity and fish-
ing have been amended to contain much new material. More than eighty dia-
grams and maps have been redrawn or produced especially for the second
edition.

Our aim has been to maintain our thorough coverage of human and eco-
nomic geography while bringing out particularly those aspects of the subject
which receive frequent mention in examination papers. Each chapter ends with
a list of examination questions related to the material covered in the chapter.
We hope that the book will continue to meet the needs of students in many
countries.

GOH CHENG LEONG : GILLIAN C. MORGAN
Sekolah Tunku Abdul Rahman, Bedford,
Ipoh, England
Perak,

Malaysia
: February 1982
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Conversion Table

Imperial units to metric S.l. units

Quantity
Length

Area

Volume

Weight

Pressure
Yield

Temperature

Imperial unit

inch
foot
yard
mile
nautical mile

square inch
square foot
square yard
square mile
acre

cubic inch

cubic foot

U.K. gallon

1000 U.K. gallons
U.S. gallon

ounce

pound

UK. ton

pound per sq. inch

bushel (60 1b) per acre

degree Fahrenheit (°F)

Metric S.1. units to imperial uhits

Quantity
Length

Metric unit

centimetre
metre
kilometre

Metric equivalent

0.0254 m
0.3048 m
0.9144 m
1.6093 km
1.8532 km

645.16 sq.mm
0.0929 sq. m
0.8361 sq. m
2.5899 sq. km
0.4047 hectares
(4047 sq. m)

16.3871 cu.cm
0.0283 cu.m
4.5 litres
4.5cu.m
3.785 litres

28 g (0.028 kg)
0.4536 kg

1.016 metric tonne
(1016.05 kg)

6894.8 Newtons per sq. m
67.253 kg per ha

0.555 degree Celsius (°C)
£°F. = 5/9(t—32) °C

Imperial equivalent

0.394 inches
3.281 feet (1.094 yards)
0.621 miles
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CONVERSION TABLE

Quantity

Area

Volume

Weight

Pressure

Yield

Temperature

Currencies'

1 Malaysian ringgit = 1.09 Singapore dollars

Metric unit

square metre
hectare (10 000 sq. m)
square kilometre

cubic metre
litre (1 000 litres =
1 cu. m)
gramme
kilogram
metric tonne (1 000 kg)
Newtons per sq. metre

100 kg per hectare

degree Celsius (°C.)

Imperial equivalent
10.764 sq. ft

2.471 acres
0.386 sq. miles

35.315 cu. ft
0.22 U.K. gallons
0.264 U.S. gallons
0.035 oz
2.2051b
0.9842 UK. tons
1.4504 X 10* 1b per sq. in
1.4869 bushels per acre

1.8° Fahrenheit (°F.)
t°C.=9/5t + 32 °F.

1 Malaysian ringgit =0.44 U.S. dollars = £0.23 Sterling

1 U.S.dollar =

£0.52 Sterling = 2.25 Malaysian dollars

£1 Sterling = 1.91 U.S. dollars = 4.30 Malaysian dollars

ICorrect at the time of writing.



Introduction

HUMAN geography covers a very wide field. It em-
braces the study of the human race, the growth of
human numbers, the movements of population, phy-
sical and cultural differences between human groups,
and economic activities. It also covers the relation-
ship between Man and his natural environment, and
the way in which men and their activities are distrib-
uted, e.g. in the study of settlement size, shape and
distribution, or the distribution of economic activities.

Economic geography, with which much of this
book is concerned, is a branch of human geography. It
deals with the distribution of natural resources and
their use by Man. It therefore covers the exploitation
of the various climatic and geological phenomena, the
use of plants and animals for food and industrial raw
materials, the use of seas and forests, and of mineral
resources. It also covers other kinds of economic activi-
ties such as industry and trade, which have grown up
as a result of technological development in the uses of
natural resources. Such activities as farming, manufac-
turing and trade no longer depend on a simple rela-
tionship between Man and his environment but must
take into account the political and economic interac-
tion between different regions. Finally the study of
economic geography includes the distribution of the
various kinds of economic activities around the world.

In studying the various economic activities of man-
kind in detail, several aspects must be covered. Firstly,
the methods and means of production must be ana-
lysed; the way in which crops are grown or trees ex-
tracted from forests, or minerals mined or manufac-
tured goods such as steel or textiles are processed, must
be known in order to understand the relationship of
such methods to both physical and human factors.
Methods of production can vary not only with climate,
soils or availability of raw materials, but also according
to the numbers, stage of development, technological
achievements, and the cultural and social characteris-
tics of the people who carry them out.

Secondly, the distribution of economic activities
must be studied. There are many factors to be taken
into consideration in the location of agricultural or
industrial activities. Distribution may be affected by

the techniques employed, and may change with time
as these methods and techniques are improved. The
distribution of a crop, or of activities such as lumber-
ing, may depend largely on the availability of suitable
climatic, soil or vegetation factors, but it may also de-
pend on economic factors such as comparative costs
of production, availability of markets for the goods
produced, availability of transportation to take goods
from areas of production to markets, world economic
and political conditions, market fluctuations and gov-
ernment economic policies.

Because population and natural resources are so
diverse and so unevenly distributed over the face of
the earth, different regions have different agricultural
and industrial activities. Such regional specialization
leads to trade between different regions and countries.
Thus international trade and the modes of transport by
which goods are carried are also studied in economic
geography.

Finally, it is important to discuss the future trends
in both techniques and distribution of economic ac-
tivities. What will be the effect of farm mechanization
in underdeveloped countries, or the effect of produc-
ing large quantities of synthetic products to replace
traditional raw materials? What will be the effect of
improved transport and communications, and how
will the industrialization of underdeveloped countries
affect world trade? How will the growth of population
and the expansion of cities affect economic activities
and their distribution around the world?

Why do we study
human and economic
geography?

The value of studies in human and economic geog-
raphy is very great. In the first place, by understanding
the cultural and social differences between human
groups, and their relationship not only with the part
of the earth in which they live but also with their eco-
nomic activities, we can gain a knowledge and sym-
pathy with their problems which we could acquire in
no other way. An understanding of the geographical
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background will enable us to interpret their economic
and political activities and attitudes, even though these
may be entirely different from our own. Such an un-
derstanding will lead to less distrust and greater unity
among different human groups, to greater co-operatlon
and to more peaceful co-existence.

Another valuable aspect of economic and human
geography is that it shows us how every part of the
world is interdependent and cannot prosper in isola-
tion. Physical factors as well as economic considera-
tions have led to much specialization in economic pro-
duction, so that no country is truly self-sufficient.
Industrial countries depend for their imports of raw
materials and for their export markets on the basically
agricultural countries. On the other hand such agricul-
tural countries depend on the industrial countries to
absorb their surplus production. The tropics depend
on temperate foodstuffs such as temperate fruits and
dairy products, while the temperate countries depend
on tropical crops for beverages, fruits or oilseeds. So
great is the interdependence of the various regions of

INTRODUCTION

the world that a natural disaster, or a war, in one re-
gion may affect trade throughout the world. Similarly,
changing techniques in some areas make it necessary
to introduce new methods elsewhere for the sake of
competitiveness. A realization of the interdependence
of economies in different parts of the world will also
promote a world-wide outlook rather than a narrow
local or regional one.

Finally a knowledge of the earth’s resources and
their exploitation by Man can have very great impor-
tance for future generations. The mistaken or wanton
destruction of soil, forests, fishes, whales, minerals

-and other natural resources, or the spoilation of the

natural environment by urban sprawl, dereliction and
pollution, may serve as lessons for the future, so that
mistakes made in one part of the world need not be
repeated in another. With the increasing development
of hitherto underdeveloped countries, it is of great
importance that the mistakes made by the industrial
countries should be avoided.
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