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NTS OF THE PAST FEW YEARS remind us of
e great impact crime, law, and justice
ave had on the American psyche. The al-
ady famous, such as sports figures O. J.

. Simpson and Marv Albert, actors Hugh
Grant and Robert Downey, Jr.,, and political figures Illi-
nois Congressman Dan Rostenkowski and Arkansas
Governor Jim Guy Tucker, made headlines when they
were accused and/or convicted of criminal acts. Some
people who were formerly unknown, such as Okla-
homa City bomber Timothy McVeigh, the Beverly Hills
madame Heidi Fleiss, British au pair Louise Woodward,
and “Unabomber” Theodore Kaczynski, became house-
hold names when they were involved in criminal acts
that captured public attention. Although these cases
help focus attention on the justice system and make fas-
cinating TV viewing, they are actually very unusual
“high profile” cases. Each year the criminal justice sys-
tem routinely processes millions of cases involving
theft, violence, drug trafficking, and other crimes. How
does this vast enterprise, which costs billions of dollars
and involves millions of people, operate? What are its
most recent trends and policies? How effective are its
efforts to control crime? What efforts are being made to
improve its efficiency? We have written Introduction to
Criminal Justice in an attempt to help answer these ques-
tions in a forthright and objective manner.

Because the study of criminal justice is a
dynamic, ever-changing field of scientific inquiry and
the concepts and processes of justice are constantly
evolving, we have updated Introduction to Criminal Jus-
tice to reflect the most important structural and proce-
dural changes and the most critical legal cases, research
studies, and policy initiatives that have taken place dur-
ing the past three years. Like previous editions, the
book provides a foundation for the study of criminal
justice by analyzing and describing the agencies of jus-
tice and the procedures they use to identify and treat
criminal offenders. It also covers what most experts be-
lieve are the critical issues in criminal justice and ana-
lyzes their impact on the justice system. This edition
focuses on current, critical policy issues in the criminal
justice system, including community policing, preven-
tive detention, alternative sentencing, jury reform, and
prosecuting domestic violence.

Our primary goals in writing this eighth edi-
tion remain as they have been for the previous seven:

1. to provide students with a thorough knowledge of
the criminal justice system.

2. to be as thorough and up to date as possible.

3. to be objective and unbiased.

4. to describe current methods of social control and
analyze their strengths and weaknesses.

Every attempt has been made to make the presentation
of material interesting, balanced, and objective. No sin-
gle political or theoretical position dominates the text;
instead, the many diverse views that are contained
within criminal justice and characterize its interdiscipli-
nary nature are presented. The text includes analyses of
the most important scholarly works and scientific re-
search reports while, at the same time, it presents topical
information on recent cases and events to enliven the
presentation. We have tried to provide a text that is both
scholarly and informative, comprehensive yet interest-
ing, well organized and objective yet thought provoking.

Organization of the Text

This new edition has been thoroughly revised, and the
chapter organization has been streamlined. The mater-
ial that was contained in Chapter 5 Confronting Crime of
the previous edition has been incorporated into Chapter
1 Crime and Criminal Justice. The material on parole from
Chapter 18 of the previous edition is now contained in
Chapter 16 The Prison Experience: Living in and Leaving
Prison. As a result, the book now contains 17 chapters
whereas earlier editions had 19 chapters. We hope this
reorganization will make the text more appropriate for
the typical semester-long Introduction to Criminal Jus-
tice course.

Part One gives the student a basic introduc-
tion to crime, law, and justice. The first chapter covers
the problem of crime in America, agencies of justice, the
formal justice process, and introduces students to the
concept of the informal justice system, which involves
discretion, deal making and plea bargains. Chapter 1
also introduces the major perspectives on justice and
shows how they influence the “war on drugs.” Chap-
ter 2 discusses the nature and extent of crime and vic-
timization: How is crime measured? Where and when
does it occur? Who commits crime? Who are its vic-
tims? What social factors influence the crime rate?
Chapter 3 covers both important crime patterns and
types as well as theoretical issues: Why do people com-
mit crime? Why do some people become the victims of
criminal acts? Chapter 4 provides a discussion of crimi-
nal law and its relationship to criminal justice. It covers
the legal definition of crime, the defenses to crime,
changes in the insanity defense, the Federal Criminal
Code, and issues in procedural law.

Part Two provides an overview of the law en-
forcement field. Four chapters cover the history and
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development of criminal justice organizations, the func-
tions of police in modern society, issues in policing and
the police, and the rule of law. There is emphasis on
community policing and community crime prevention,
private security, and other current issues.

Part Three is devoted to the adjudication
process, from pretrial indictment to the sentencing of
criminal offenders. Chapters focus on organization of
the court system, an analysis of the prosecution and de-
fense function, pretrial procedures, the criminal trial,
and sentencing. Topics included are bail reform, court
reorganization, and sentencing policy, including such
issues as “three strikes” laws and capital punishment.
There are also sections on the processing of felony cases,
indigent defense systems, attorney competence, legal
ethics, pretrial services, and bail reform.

Part Four focuses on the correctional system,
including probation and the intermediate sanctions of
house arrest, intensive supervision, and electronic mon-
itoring. The traditional correctional system of jails, pris-
ons, community-based corrections, and parole are also
discussed at length. Such issues as prison and jail over-
crowding, house arrest, private corrections, correctional
workers, private industry in prison, privacy in prison,
suing the parole board, parole guidelines, and parole
effectiveness are discussed.

Part Five explores the juvenile justice system.
There is information on parental responsibility statutes,
gangs and justice, school searches, preventive detention
of youth, waiving youth to the adult court, the death
penalty for children, treating the chronic offender, and
the gang problem.

Great care has been taken in organizing the text
to reflect the structure and process of justice. We have
attempted to make each chapter comprehensive, self-
contained and logically organized.

New Features

To keep up with the changes in criminal justice, the
eighth edition of Introduction to Criminal Justice has been
thoroughly revised and renewed. We have followed the
evolution of crime control policy and updated the dis-
cussion of the criminal justice system with recent court
decisions, legislative changes, and theoretical concepts
that reflect the changing orientation of the field. To fur-
ther this goal, the text now contains six different kinds
of boxed inserts to help students analyze material in
greater depth:

1. Analyzing Criminal Justice Issues boxes
help students think critically about current justice
issues. For example, in Chapter 14, Privatizing Treatment
discusses efforts to provide private services to supple-
ment traditional probation treatment plans.

2. Criminal Justice and the Media boxes show
how the criminal justice system is portrayed in films
and TV shows and also how the media influence crime

and justice. The Media and Violence in Chapter 3 ad-
dresses the questions, “does the media influence behav-
ior? Does broadcast violence cause aggressive behavior
in viewers?”

3. Law in Review boxes give the facts, decision
and significance of critical legal cases. For example, the
case of Kansas v. Hendricks on the Sexually Violent Preda-
tor Act is covered in Chapter 4.

4. International Justice boxes focus on criminal
justice issues around the world. The Death Penalty
Abroad feature in Chapter 13 shows that the United
States is not alone in using the death penalty.

5. Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in Criminal
Justice boxes are aimed at better understanding the
problems of women and minorities in the justice sys-
tem. For example, in Chapter 16, When Mother Lives in
Prison focuses on the serious problem of female prison
inmates who have young children and the disruption a
prison sentence causes their families.

6. Trial of the Century boxes give students a
glimpse of some of the high-profile cases that have
helped shape the American legal system. For example,
Commonwealth v. Woodward discusses the case of British
au pair Louise Woodward, who was accused of killing
Matthew Eappen, the 8-month-old baby she had been
hired to care for.

7

In addition, running throughout the book is a new fea-
ture called Perspective on Justice. In Chapter 1 we in-
troduce competing viewpoints of criminal justice and
how it should be directed. For example, some people
believe that the primary mission of the justice system is
punishing criminals, whereas others believe the focus
should be more on treatment and rehabilitation. The
Perspective boxes show how each of these competing
views has influenced the way the system of justice oper-
ates and the boxes identify programs and policies to
which the views are linked.

Finally, a new feature called Criminal Justice in
the News consists of three current news items at the
conclusion of each Part. They focus on many of the
“hot” issues and controversies that make today’s head-
lines. For those instructors who use videos in their
classes, we have linked each news story to a corres-
ponding segment of the Wadsworth/West CNN video
for criminal justice (available exclusively to adopters of
Wadsworth introductory criminal justice texts). For ex-
ample, the story entitled “Political Hot Potato: Protest-
ers Demand Death Penalty Be Abolished” is linked to
CNN coverage of the recent execution of Karla Faye
Tucker in Texas. Of course, Criminal Justice in the News
can also be assigned to students without the
corresponding videos.

The book also contains many new graphs, fig-
ures, charts, and tables that make the presentation eas-
ier to understand and conceptualize.



What’s New in This Edition?

Each chapter has been thoroughly updated.

Chapter 1, Crime and Criminal Justice, now in-
cludes a discussion of restorative justice concepts.

Chapter 2, The Nature of Crime and Victimization,
has updated sections on international crime trends and
the future of crime. It has more material on criminal ca-
reers and looks at transnational research on chronic
offending.

Chapter 3, Understanding Crime and Victimiza-
tion, now contains material on various crime types, such
as serial murder and white collar crime. It looks at the
influence of the media on crime causation.

Chapter 4, Criminal Law: Substance and
Procedure, reviews a number of new court decisions in-
cluding Printz v. United States on the Brady gun law and
Hudson v. United States on dual prosecution on both civil
and criminal matters.

Chapter 5, Police in Society: History and Organi-
zation, has a new International Justice box on Thief Tak-
ers, organized groups of private police who earned a
living by catching wanted felons and collecting rewards
for their capture in 18th century England. There are also
new sections on current trends in police technology.

Chapter 6, The Police: Organization, Role, and
Function, has a new section on the control of domestic
violence and reviews current community and problem-
oriented policing programs.

Chapter 7, Issues in Policing, reviews the prob-
lems of policing with new coverage of the Abner
Louima case and how police discretion is influenced by
race and gender.

Chapter 8, Police and the Rule of Law, has new
sections on “no-knock” laws, traffic stops, and a Trial of
the Century case involving Dr. Sam Shepard, upon
which the popular film The Fugitive was based.

Chapter 9, Courts and the Judiciary, updates the
U.S. court system, covers the “craft of justice” of infor-
mal decision making in the court system, has a Trial of
the Century on the Louise Woodward, British au pair,
case, and an in-depth look at the Nathan Thill skinhead
murder case in Denver, Colorado.

Chapter 10, The Prosecution and the Defense, cov-
ers United States v. Scheffer, an important ruling on the
use of polygraph data in criminal trials. It updates cov-
erage of public defender programs and presents a new
section on prosecuting computer crime perpetrators. It
also covers nontraditional prosecution efforts in areas
such as elder-care fraud.

Chapter 11, Pretrial Procedures, updates the role
of prosecutors in plea bargaining and has two Trial of
the Century boxes—one on financier Michael Milken
and the other on Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski.

Chapter 12, The Criminal Trial, contains new
material on the use of jury consultants and jury reform,
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as well as the issue of race, gender, and ethnicity in jury
selection. It contains a new International Justice box
comparing the American and British trial systems and
a review of Lewis v. United States, a 1997 case that
focused on the issue of jury trials for petty offenses.

Chapter 13, Punishment and Sentencing, has
material on recent felony sentencing in state courts, up-
dates the coverage of “three strike” sentences, has a
new Race, Gender, and Ethnicity box on race and sen-
tencing, and another entitled “Explosive Avengers and
Cold Calculators: Women on Death Row.”

Chapter 14, Probation and Intermediate Sanctions,
looks at special rules of probation, such as those
designed to control convicted sex offenders. An Analyz-
ing Criminal Justice Issues box called “Privatizing
Treatment” looks at how probation departments around
the country are now relying on private service pro-
viders to treat clients.

Chapter 15, Corrections: History, Institutions, and
Populations, updates trends in correctional populations
as well as reviewing international incarceration rates.
There is a new Race, Gender, and Ethnicity box entitled
“Women in Prison: Vengeful Equity,” which discusses
the recent upswing in the number of female inmates. It
also contains an analysis of how the incarceration surge
may actually increase crime rates!

Chapter 16, The Prison Experience: Living in and
Leaving Prison, discusses a problem area for female in-
mates in a Race, Gender, and Ethnicity box entitled
“When Mother Lives in Prison.” A number of new pro-
grams are featured, including Oklahoma’s Moral Reco-
nation Therapy (MRT). It also reviews the get-tough
“no-frills” movement.

Chapter 17, Juvenile Justice, reviews the chang-
ing view of juvenile justice in the late 1990s, with em-
phasis on the new get-tough laws including parental
responsibility laws and statutes making it easier to
waive juveniles to adult court. There is updated infor-
mation on violent juveniles and trends in juvenile incar-
ceration. There is an International Justice box on
“Juvenile Violent Crime in Canada” and an Analyzing
Criminal Justice Issues box on the role of the Supreme
Court in juvenile justice.

Ancillary Material

A number of pedagogic supplements are provided by
Wadsworth to help instructors use Introduction to Crimi-
nal Justice in their courses and to aid students in prepar-
ing for exams. These include:

For the Instructor

Annotated Instructor’s Edition marginal annotations
integrate the major ancillary products with helpful
teaching tips for every chapter.
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Instructor’s Manual chapter objectives, chapter out-
lines, teaching suggestions, and numerous testing items
in a variety of formats: multiple choice, fill-in, and essay.

Computerized Test Bank the test questions in the
Instructor’s Manual are in computerized format for
professors to generate their own tests. Professors can
change the order of the questions as well as add to them.

ne Student

Study Guide contains chapter objectives, chapter out-
lines, and numerous self-testing items, averaging over
65 questions per chapter.

Crime Scenes: An Interactive Criminal Justice
CD-ROM the first introductory criminal justice CD-
ROM available. This interactive CD-ROM places the stu-
dent in various roles and explores all aspects of the
criminal justice system: policing and investigations,
courts, sentencing, and corrections.

InfoTrac College Edition gives students access to full-
length articles from hundreds of scholarly and popular
periodicals. Students can print complete articles or use
the cut-and-paste and e-mail techniques. Includes read-
ings from U. S. News and World Report, Corrections Today,
Prison Journal, American Criminal Law Review, and many
more.

PowerPoint colorful PowerPoint slides are provided to
enhance lecture discussions.

Videos adopters can select from a variety of videos:
Criminal Justice video library; Court TV videos; Films
for the Humanities Customized Video; and CNN Cus-
tomized Video.

Your Research: Data Analysis for Criminal Justice and
Criminology, Second Edition a very powerful, yet
easy to use, data analysis and graphics program with an
accompanying workbook replete with examples of crim-
inology research projects.

Internet Investigator I  includes new criminal justice-
related web sites categorized by course for ease of use:
policing, investigations, courts, corrections, research, ju-
venile delinquency, and much more! Save students
money by bundling with the book.

Guide to the Internet for Criminal Justice intended
for the novice Internet user, the first half explains the
background of the World Wide Web and the second half
offers criminal-justice-related web sites and Internet pro-
ject ideas.

Mind of a Killer CD-ROM this interactive CD-ROM
provides a chilling look into the realm of serial murder-
ers. Contains more than 80 minutes of video, 3D simula-
tions, an extensive mapping system and library, and
graphic crime-scene photos.

Seeking Employment in Criminal Justice and Related
Fields, Second Edition by Harr/Hess offers excellent
job-search strategies, including discussion of résumés,
cover letters, and interview techniques.

Virtual Classroom Web Site this book-specific web
site includes the criminal justice links for major headings
of every chapter, electronic homework, self-testing
items, Internet projects, scavenger hunt, search engine,
and more!
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