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Preface

O

Contemporary history is like an autobiography, in that you cannot wait until it is
over to start writing it. In general historians like to have a certain distance from
their subject, hoping that it will afford more information and greater objectivity.
But those who have chosen the “twentieth century” as their field of coverage neither
have the luxury of distance nor, perhaps, the taste for it. Houghton Mifflin pub-
lished Foster Rhea Dulles’s Tientieth-Century America in 1945, when most of the
twentieth century lay in the future. As the title suggests, Dulles wrote in a time
when history was usually told as the story of one nation or another; he had few
books of the sort we would now call “world” or “global” history to consult, al-
though he read extensively in the fresh histories of other nations that were then be-
ing published in great numbers. As the time of his book’s publication suggests, he
considered that the great drama of the twentieth century—the Second World
War—had concluded, and that its great lesson was the triumph of freedom over
fascism and of nationalism over colonialism. These themes remained fundamental
to all twentieth-century histories written afterward.

By the 1980s, a small number of twentieth-century world history texts were in
print, and they tended to treat the Cold War as the climax of the twentieth-century
story. From this perspective, the narrative of the Second World War emphasized the
conclusion of the war, the beginning of the nuclear age, and the partitioning of
world resources, affiliations, and perspectives between the USSR and the United
States. But the final decades of the century revealed developments that demand yet
another revisiting of its major events, this time with a focus on larger trends in
world economic and environmental management, patterns in the distribution of
wealth and power, and energies creating new cultures and subcultures around the
globe.

Our book extends many of the themes introduced in Bulliet et al., 7he Earth
and Its Peoples (one of the first textbooks with an integrated narrative of global
trends across regions and national boundaries from human beginnings to the pres-
ent), into a detailed treatment of the twentieth century. We prefer to explain the
origins and workings of great changes on an integrated global scale rather than nar-
rate the histories of discrete regions of the world. On the other hand, we are eager
to keep the reader mindful of the significance of individual and local experience in
the context of greater trends. One of our authors was an author of The Earth and
Its Peoples, and the two others were welcomed for their fresh perspectives on global
history and expertise in the history of science and technology. In designing the
book we worked together with Marysa Navarro, a specialist on modern Latin
America. Our book emphasizes the transnational dynamics of environmental
change, technological development and distribution, and broad cultural trends,
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such as the growing awareness of gender and ethnicity. Instead of seeing “na-
tions’—whether governments or populations—as discrete units, we look, when
appropriate, within and beyond nation-states to identify those groups and institu-
tions that operate on a transnational level. Competition and accommodation, strat-
ification and equalization, distribution and maldistribution, cultural convergence
and cultural differentiation are all at work within a global—rather than national or
regional—context. Global processes work themselves out differently in different re-
gions shaping and reshaping distributions of power. The globe does not produce
homogeneity any more than does a single society. On the contrary, contact and ex-
change result in constant cultural production, ending some traditions and creating
others, destroying some elites and elevating new contenders, exhausting some re-
sources and generating new ones.

Organization

Because we have resisted allowing a single national history or a succession of con-
structed political eras to control the narrative, the structure of our book is chrono-
logical but not rigid in the assignment of specific years to specific chapters. Broadly,
our part structure is built around different phases of globalization.

Part I: Old and New Empires, 1900-1919, explores the systems of imperial-
ism, world trade, and politics that prevailed at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury. It covers not only the slow chaos of the disintegration of the great empires
based in Europe and Asia, but also the emerging cultural sensibility of the “mod-
ern,” the “international,” and the “progressive” as people learned of a wider world
through rapidly changing technologies. New political programs—mostly national
in orientation—combined with communications have a global reach to stimulate
creative energies on all continents. Widening ambitions and notions of justice
prompted activists of many sorts to work for reform or revolution, encouraged by
international examples and contacts. The First World War, begun as the result of
imperial competition and age-old balance of power politics, ended in the dissolu-
tion of old empires and birth of new international movements. Well beyond Eu-
rope, societies had to adapt to multiple importations as new elites came to power.
For the first time in history, the Pacific region became a focus of strategic calcula-
tion by the world’s most powerful governments.

Part II: Struggles for Supremacy, 1919-1945, treats the tumultuous attempts
to restore global order following World War I. We see nation-states struggling not
only to control parts of the world left ungoverned or unexploited by the decline of
the empires, but also to deal with waves of economic dislocation. Powerful new
technologies for the production of goods spread globally, while old patterns of ex-
change and distribution broke down. The loss of a largely unified world market in
a period of depression pressured political elites to innovate for their own survival.
Scientists reshaped the world of ideas as growing numbers of engineers remade
large parts of the material world. Hard times went along with demographic ad-
vances, with shifts in gender relations, and with cultural innovation. Local solu-
tions to global problems, as invented in Europe and Asia, aggravated existing
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tensions and led to distinct wars between Japan and China, in one venue, and be-
tween the German government led by Hitler and his European neighbors, in another
venue. Only after the USSR and the United States became combatants in these
conflicts did a Second World War emerge—enormously more deadly and certainly
more worldwide than its earlier namesake. From the time of the participation by
the USSR and the U.S., the elements were in place not only for concluding the war
but also restructuring global patterns of power and distribution and tackling envi-
ronmental problems.

Part III: Rise and Fall of the Bipolar Order, 19461981, deals with the poli-
tics, economics, and culture of the Cold War. We point out that even while the
bipolar order was being established by the U.S. and the USSR, it was being sub-
verted by leaders in Latin America, Africa, and Asia who were secking a fuller in-
dependence from former or current colonial masters. Unlike the imperial systems
still in place at the beginning of the century, the superpowers of the Cold War era
regarded emerging states as sovereign nations, to be enlisted as clients either
through persuasion or coercion. For their part, the new nations negotiated the nar-
row path between the superpowers as best they could. China and India, in particu-
lar, struggled for leadership of this “Third World” of nations hoping for safety and
prosperity outside domination of the superpowers. By the time of Nixon’s visit to
China in 1971, the bipolar order was markedly weakened and was soon to be su-
perseded by new patterns of competition for dominance. Though neither the su-
perpowers nor the nonaligned nations triumphed, their jockeying for position
stimulated international investment, technological borrowing and adaptation, and
competition over resources. Globalization of both production and consumption
changed ways of life on all continents. Mass marketing and television reached citi-
zens in the village, as well as the metropolis. Cheap travel brought tourists to the
ends of the earth. In many regions of the world—particularly Southeast Asia, Latin
America, and Africa— the stresses of population growth, urbanization, and manu-
facturing for export undermined existing social relationships and wreaked environ-
mental havoc at the same time as rising wealth empowered new elites.

Our final two chapters in Part IV: Emergence of New Global Systems from
1981 are neither summaries nor predictions. In this section, we consider the
“global society” that has emerged from the previous parts of the story at work. The
bipolar international system has been replaced by a multi-centered order operating
within a highly competitive, global economy whose defining characteristic is rapid
change. While new electronic technologies have opened access to information
and international communication, differentials in the distribution of wealth and
well-being remain extreme. International organizations of many sorts negotiate
problems of resources, environmental management, capital investment, health, ed-
ucation, and security with mixed success. Dissidence and resistance also take on
new global forms, exploiting the same avenues of media and technology used by
the more formal powers. While some groups, and indeed some nations, still influ-
ence world political and economic development disproportionately, in the global
society, effective change is increasingly the result of coalitions and compromise.
Whether the new patterns of global society will enhance or degrade general welfare
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cannot be known now. We hope we have illuminated the degree of, and the reasons
for, the dramatic transformations that have affected so many of us in the twentieth
and early twenty-first centuries.

Features

To build upon the book’s coverage of the environment and technology, we have in-
cluded a feature called “Global Technologies.” This feature explains the develop-
ment of a new technology and examines its effect on history. Some of the topics
covered include: electric lighting, cryptography, antibiotics, television, and the
Internet.

An Instructors Manual is available free to instructors using this text. It offers
chapter summaries and outlines, suggested classroom discussion and lecture topics,
and helpful guidelines for teaching a twentieth-century world history course. In ad-
dition, a free student website accompanies this text. The site offers self-testing

quizzes, chapter and topic review sections, and web exercises for further exploration
of global topics.

Acknowledgments

The authors express warm thanks to Jean Woy for her support of the project, to
Nancy Blaine for bringing us together and providing practical help and encourage-
ment, and to Julie Dunn for her tact, wise advice, and skillful orchestration of the
final stages of the project. They also wish to thank the fine work of Bob Greiner,
Linda Sykes, Charlotte Miller, and Wendy Thayer who handled the production of
the book.

Marysa Navarro was an important figure in helping to shape the concept of the
book. Her expert advice on coverage of Latin America and Africa helped make the
book stronger. The authors wish to thank her for these contributions. John Servos
would like to thank Peter Czap, Sean Redding, and Jerry Dennerline at Amherst
College for their advice and suggestions.

Finally, this book also benefited from the careful reading and suggestions of the
following instructors, to whom the authors express their appreciation:

Michael Cahall, Duquesne University

Tom Ewing, Virginia Tech

Steven A. Leibo, The Sage Colleges

Beth Hurley Luers, Garrett Community College
Karen Ward Mahar, Siena College

Tom Robertson, Allegany College of Maryland

Jon W. Stauff, St. Ambrose University

James W. Wilkie, University of California, Los Angeles



Global Society

O



Contents

O

Preface Xiii

PART |
—— 0ld and New Empires, 1900-1919

CHAPTER1 . The World in 1900 2

Nation-States and Their Resources 5
States and Colonies 6
Population and Natural Resources 10
Production Around the Globe 12
Technology and Power 14
Science and Society 14

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Dynamos and Electric Lighting

Global Communications 18

Place and Time 19

Transportation and Migration 20
Colonialism and the British Empire 22

Running the Empire 23

India, the Jewel in the Crown 24

Africa 26

Informal Empire and Challenges to Colonial Rule
Struggles for Recognition 31

Socialists 31

Women 32

Pan-Africanists and the Opposition to Colonialism
Conclusion 35

For Further Reading 35

Related Websites 36

CHAPTER 2 - Imperialism Encompasses the Pacific, 1900-1914
Twilight of the Land-Based Empires 41
The Ottoman Empire 42
The Russian Empire 43
The Qing Empire 45
Traditional Wealth and Modern Trade 47

16

29

34

38

Early Trade Imbalances Between Europe and the Land-Based

Empires 48
Imperialism and Market Exploitation 49

iv



CONTENTS

Pacific Imperialists 50
Japan Arrives 52
Ideological and Strategic Challenge of the Russo-Japanese War
Japanese Imperialism in Continental Asia 58
Abandonment of the Land-Based Empires 60

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Long-Distance Communications 62

Conclusion 64
For Further Reading 65
Related Websites 66

CHAPTER3 - Great War, Little Peace, 1914-1919 68
The Origins of the War 71
German Expansion 74
The Anglo-German Naval Race 75
GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Dreadnoughts 77

The Ambitions and Insecurities of Other Powers 78
The Alliance System 80
Military History of the Conflict, 1914-1917 82
Trench Warfare 84
Stasis at Sea 87
The War in the South and East 88
Home Fronts 91
Total War 91
Civilian Morale and the Control of Internal Dissent 94
Global Economic Repercussions 95
Stalemates Broken, 1917-1918 97
The Offensives of 1917 97
The United States: From “Too Proud to Fight” to “Over There”
Russia’s Revolutions 99
End Game 102
Finding a New Equilibrium 104
Demographic, Strategic, and Economic Outcomes 104
Versailles 105
The Peace Treaties and the Larger World 108
Conclusion 111
For Further Reading 112
Related Websites 113

PART 11
Struggles for Supremacy, 1919-1945 115

CHAPTER 4 - Internationalism, Empire, and Autarchy, 1919-1929 116

Internationalism 118
The League of Nations 118

54

98



vi

CONTENTS

The Washington Naval Conference and Treaty of Locarno 120
The League at Work 122
Other Internationalisms: Comintern and Pacifism 124
Old Empires and New Nationalisms 126
The War and Independence Movements 126
Ireland and Egypt 128
Raj and Swaraj: The Struggle for Indian Independence 131

British India and the Origins of the Indian National Congress 131
Gandhi, Congress, and the Dilemma of Finding a Formula for Home
Rule 134
The Quiescent Colonies 138

Dependency and Development 143
The Economics of Dependency 144

Export Economics, Boom-Bust Cycles, and Political Instability 145

Mexico’s Revolution 148
Conclusion 151

For Further Reading 153

Related Websites 154

CHAPTER5 - Knowing and Doing: Science and Technology, 1919-1939 155

The Convergence of Science and Technology 157
Government, Industry, and Science 158
Research and Development 160

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Ammonia Synthesis 162

Resources for Innovation 165
Environmental Consequences 168
Prediction and Control 171
High Science in a Mass Culture 174
Relativity 175
Quantum Theory 177
Life Sciences 180
Big Science 184
Science, Technology, and Economic Development 185
Conclusion 188
For Further Reading 188
Related Websites 189

CHAPTER 6 - The Economic Consequences of War and Peace, 1919-1938

Markets and Money 191
Disruption and Change in the 1920s 191

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES The Gold Standard 192

Inflation and Deflation 195
International Capital in Motion 196

190



CONTENTS vii

Depression Around the Globe 197
The Domino Effect 198
Alternative Explanations 200
Depression in the Third World 201
Unemployment 202
National Solutions 204
Regulatory States: The United States and Latin America 205
The Developmental State: Japan 207
The Planned Communist State: The Soviet Union 209
Domestic Life in Hard Times 210
Demography in East and West 211
Women and Power 212
Village Life 214
Migration and Urbanization 215
Conclusion 217
For Further Reading 217
Related Websites 218

CHAPTER7 - The Murderous Politics of the 1930s 219

Alternative Designs for the Future 220
The Challenge of Communism 220
Fascism in Europe 221
Zionism in the Middle East 222
Nationalism in East Asia 223
Several Forms of Authoritarianism 225
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 225
Germany under Hitler 226
Japan 228
Latin America 230
The Media Send Strong Messages 232
Radio in Service of the State 232
Movies as Political Tools 234
Art in the Service of the State 235
Architecture and the Impulse to Control 236
Citizenship, Gender, and Ethnicity 238
Women and the State 238
Jews and Gypsies in Germany 240
Marginalized Groups: Indians and Blacks 241

Welfare Programs: A Response to Domestic Problems 244
Welfare 245
Conclusion 247

For Further Reading 247
Related Websites 248



viii CONTENTS

CHAPTER8 - From Regional Wars to Global Conflict, 1936-1946 249

The War of the Northern Hemisphere 251
Japanese Invasion of China 252
Germany’s Expansion in Europe 256
First Steps to a World War: The Soviet Union 260
Realization of World War: The United States 261
War Years Outside the Battlefields 268
Death from Above 270
Hunger 272
Relocation 272
Institutionalized Death 275
Endgame 276
Europe/North Africa 277
Japan and the Pacific 278

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Cryptography 279

Conclusion 282
For Further Reading 283
Related Websites 284

PART 111
——— Rise and Fall of the Bipolar Order, 1946-1981 285 ——

CHAPTER9 - From the United Nations to a Bipolar World, 1945-1953 286
The World in Motion 288
GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Antibiotics 291

Memories of Versailles and Plans for a Postwar World 293
The Political Settlement 293
The Economic Settlement 296
From Allies to Adversaries 298
The Grand Alliance: Wartime Doubt and Postwar Insecurities 299
The Problem of Germany 300
The Emergence of a Bipolar Europe 300
Asia in the Aftermath of World War II: Occupations
and Nationalisms 307
From Enemies to Partners: Japan and the United States 307
The War and Asian Nationalism 308
Wars of Independence: Vietnam and Indonesia 311
Ethnicity, Religion, and Asian Decolonization: Burma and India 313
Asian Communism 315
Red Star over China: China’s Communist Revolution 316
Repercussions in Washington 317
The Globalization of the Cold War 318
Containment Comes to Asia 318
The Korean War 319



CONTENTS

Conclusion 321
For Further Reading 323
Related Websites 323

CHAPTER 10 - Two Poles and Perpetual Crisis, 1950-1964 324
Crisis and Compromise in the Management of the Postwar World
Radicalism and Isolation 327
The New Supremacy of “Security” 328
Racing to Space 331

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Mammals in Space 332

New Power in the Sea 333

The Road to Confrontation 334
Khrushchev and the Berlin Problem 334
Kennedy and Castro 335
The Berlin-Cuba Crisis 337

Resource Anxieties and the Challenge of Secular Nationalism: The Middle

East and North Africa 341

Strategic Alignments in the Middle East 342

The Struggles for Self-direction: Guatemala, Iran, Egypt,

and Algeria 344

Proxy Contestants and the Continuation of Cold War 348

“Third” Forces and the Changing Structure of Power 350
Conclusion 355

For Further Reading 356

Related Websites 357

CHAPTER 11 - Border Crossings, 1946-1975 358
A New Order of Things 359
Consumption 359
Production 362
Agriculture and the Green Revolution 365
People on the Move 368
Refugees and Migrants 368
Moving to the City 371

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Airlines 372

The Pressure of Demography 374
International Styles 376
Modernism 376
Youth Culture 378
The Global World of Sports 379
International Organizations 381
Language and Globalization 382
Earthly Concerns and Alternative Faiths 383
Islam in Politics 384

326



CONTENTS

Christianity 386

Environmentalism 388
Conclusion 390

For Further Reading 391

Related Websites 391

CHAPTER 12 - The Many Dialects of Rebellion, 1960-1975 393

Personalizing Resistance and Independence 396
Black Activism in the United States 397
Transcending National Values 400
National Independence in the Weakening Bipolar System 403
Anticolonialism and Self-Reliance in Asia 404
“People’s War” and New Models of Justice 405
New Forms of International Awareness 405
Mao Struggles against Revolutionary Success 407
“Vietnam” and New Forms of International Awareness 410
Flexing of the American Pole 412
Nixon and Kissinger Seek a Conclusion 412

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Television 414

Watergate and the Final Collapse 415

Costs of the International Fixation on American Policies 416

New Patterns of Competition and Control in Africa 417
Conclusion 419

For Further Reading 420

Related Websites 421

CHAPTER 13 - Détente to Disarray: The Breakdown of the Bipolar World,
1969-1981 422

The 1970s: An Overview 424

Regional Rivalries and the Decay of Détente 427
The Politics of Détente 428
The Superpowers and Regional Conflict 429
Civil War in Angola, War Between Ethiopia and Somalia 431
Tilts on the Subcontinent: India Versus Pakistan 433

The Yom Kippur War, 1973 435
Sources of Instability 437

War’s Consequences 439
0il Embargo and Economic Change 442
The Economics and Politics of Petroleum 443
The 0il Needy and the Oil Rich 445
Japan, Inc. 447

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES The Transistor 450

The Hollowing Out of the Soviet Empire 453
Shortcoming of the Command Economy 454



CONTENTS

Market Reforms in China and Eastern Europe 456
The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 458
The Turn to the Right 460
Conclusion 464
For Further Reading 465
Related Websites 465

PART IV
—— Emergence of New Global Systems from 1981

CHAPTER 14 - Reconfigurations of Power, 1981-1991 468

The Collapse of Communism 469
Challenges Within Eastern Europe 470
Glasnost and the USSR 472
The Cold War’s Last Stand 474

Communism Reconfigured in China 476
Problems of One-Party Rule 477
Pro-Democracy Movement in Asia 478

South Asia 480
South America 481
Africa 483

Economic Restructuring 484
The Four Little Tigers 484

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES The Internet 485

The New Europe 487
Deindustrialization and the World Cities 488
0il and Debt 489
Identities and the Nation-State 490
A State of One’s Own 491
The Problem of the Guest Worker 493
Different Sorts of Citizens 494
Conclusion 495
For Further Reading 496
Related Websites 496

CHAPTER 15 - Global Society in the New Millennium 497

Closing the Circle 498
Two Worlds on One Earth 498
The Case of Afghanistan 499

Relativization of the Nation-State 504
Nationalism and Justice 505
Supranational Values 506
Arming of the UN 508

The Organizing of Global Finance and Trade 509
The IMF and the World Bank 509

467 —

xi



xii

CONTENTS

The Costs of Discipline 511
Trade Police 512

The Specter of Competition: Wages, Specialization, and Advertising

Management of Energy and the Environment 515
Pollution and Global Warming 516
Energy and its Consequences 517

Water and Sanitation 518
Class Stratification in the Global Society 522
Mapping Disparities 522
The Human Conditions 523
Defining and Measuring Poverty 524
GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES Water Processing 526

Conclusion 527
For Further Reading 529
Related Websites 529

Credits 530
Index 531

Global Technologies

O

Dynamos and Electric Lighting 16
Long-Distance Communications 62
Dreadnoughts 77

Ammonia Synthesis 162

The Gold Standard 192
Cryptography 279

Antibiotics 291

Mammals in Space 332

Airlines 372

Television 414

The Transistor 450

The Internet 485

Water Processing 526

514



