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Yesterday's Discoveries, Today’s Classics:
An Introduction

IN THE LAST fourteen years, the earth traveled 353,230,940,000
miles around the sun; the population of the United States grew
from 232,904,825 to 268,684,928. We've been through three
presidents, and the Toronto Blue Jays and the Minnesota Twins
won the World Series the most times. Back in 1984, Milos For-
man’s Amadeus won the Oscar for the Best Film. The number-one
song was “When Doves Cry” by Prince and the Revolution, and
Ronald Reagan was President. A puppy born back then would
now be an elder statesman in the dog world.

And in 1984, a group of young, smart editors at a small im-
print within a large publishing house started an enterprise called
Vintage Contemporaries. The first list included Raymond Carver,
Jay Mclnerney, Peter Matthiessen, and Thomas McGuane. The
most recent list includes Charles Frazier, Amy Tan, and Alice
Munro, not to mention all the outstanding books in between.

The volume you hold in your hand contains selections, in
some cases complete stories, by some of the most talented writ-
ers of the century. From such undeniable classics as Richard
Yates’s Revolutionary Road and Frederick Exley’s A Fan’s Notes
to the unique talent of Raymond Carver and Tobias Wolff, to
some of our braver writers working the fringes of consciousness,
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like Nicholson Baker, and Mark Leyner, to the stylistic brillance
of Kaye Gibbons and Sandra Cisneros. Not to mention—heck,
I think I will mention, the sheer genius of the rest of the
authors represented here, including Ann Beattie, Edwidge
Danticat, Don DeLillo, Andre Dubus, Bret Easton Ellis, Rich-
ard Ford, Erest J. Gaines, David Guterson, Michelle Huneven,
Patrick McGrath, Steven Millhauser, Richard Russo, Sapphire,
and Mona Simpson.

You might say the authors included herein represent much of
the best that contemporary fiction has had to offer for the past
fourteen years. As editor in chief of Vintage Books, I would take
your saying that as an indication that you are a reader of great
taste and enormous good fortune. Because, in this one volume,
you have the opportunity to relive many of fiction’s finest mo-
ments during this time period and perhaps to be turned on to
some you may have missed.

This volume is an opportunity for those of us at Vintage to
thank you for your support of our efforts to bring these authors

to you.
Enough.
Enjoy.
Marty Asher
Editor in Chief

Vintage Books
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NMeetnew people.... @dy/stimulating

conversation.... Discover-wonderful new b

From informal get-togethers with f;

bookstores and libraries to chat rooms on the Internet
people everywhere are talking about books. And Vintage
Books is the source to turn to when you’re
looking for the broadest and finest selection of
books to read and free guides to enhance

group discussion.

Choose a Pulitzer Prize winner or a national
bestseller, a woman’s memoir or a courtroom
drama, a mystery or a historical novel—from clas-
sic to contemporary, Vintage Books offers beauti-
fully designed paperback edi-
tions of the highest quality.

Use the most informative and
provocative reading group guides
available—free from Vintage
Books—to keep your discussions

now falling

on cedars

lively and informed. Each guide
includes a plot summary, discussion
topics and questions, an author
biography, and supplemental read-
ing. Ask for them at your favorite bookstore, call 1-800-793-BOOK, or down-
load them from our Web site.

And join the Vintage Reading Group on-line, where you can meet fascinating
authors...recommend your favorite books...order books on-line and download
more than 65 thage Beadmg Group Guides. There’s always something new to




VINTAGE READING GROUP GUIDES

Vintage Reading Group Guides are free and available in packs of five. Visit your local bookstore,

call 1-800-793-BOOK to order, or download guides from our Web site at www.randomhouse.com/vintage/read
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"I JAY MCINERNEY

from Bright Lights, Big City

No other novel set the tone for the harrowingly excessive 1980s quite like Jay Mclnemey’s best-
selling Bright Lights, Big City, and Mclnemey has since become a signature voice for his generation
with such Vintage Contemporaries novels as Ransom, Story of My Life, Brightness Falls, and The
Last of the Savages. Jay Mclnemey is curently working on a collecton of stories entitled Model
Behavior, forthcoming from Knopf.

mI1's Six A.m. Do You Know WHERE You ARE?

You ARE NoT the kind of guy who would be at a place like this at
this time of the morning. But here you are, and you cannot say
that the terrain is entirely unfamiliar, although the details are
fuzzy. You are at a nightclub talking to a girl with a shaved head.
The club is either Heartbreak or the Lizard Lounge. All might
come clear if you could just slip into the bathroom and do a little
more Bolivian Marching Powder. Then again, it might not. A
small voice inside you insists that this epidemic lack of clarity is
a result of too much of’ that already. The night has already turned
on that imperceptible pivot where two .M. changes to six A.M.
You know this moment has come and gone, but you are not yet
willing to concede that you have crossed the line beyond which
all is gratuitous damage and the palsy of unraveled nerve end-
ings. Somewhere back there you could have cut your losses, but
you rode past that moment on a comet trail of white powder and
now you are trying to hang on to the rush. Your brain at this
moment is composed of brigades of tiny Bolivian soldiers. They
are tired and muddy from their long march through the night.
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There are holes in their boots and they are hungry. They need to
be fed. They need the Bolivian Marching Powder.

A vaguely tribal flavor to this scene—pendulous jewelry, face
paint, ceremonial headgear and hair styles. You feel that there is
also a certain Latin theme—something more than the piranhas
cruising your bloodstream and the fading buzz. of marimbas in
your brain.

You are leaning back against a post that may or may not be
structural with regard to the building, but which feels essential to
your own maintenance of an upright position. The bald girl is
saying this used to be a good place to come before the assholes
discovered it. You don’t want to be talking to this bald girl, or
even listening to her, which is all you are doing, but just now you
do not want to test the powers of speech or locomotion.

How did you get here? It was your friend, Tad Allagash, who
powered you in here, and he has disappeared. Tad is the kind of
guy who would be at a place like this at this time of the morning.
He is either your best self or you worst self, you’re not sure which.
Earlier in the evening it seemed clear that he was your best self.
You started on the Upper East Side with champagne and unlim-
ited prospects, strictly observing the Allagash rule of perpetual
motion: one drink per stop. Tad’s mission in life is to have more
fun than anyone else in New York City, and this involves a lot of
moving around, since there is always the likelihood that where
you aren’t is more fun than where you are. You are awed by his
strict refusal to acknowledge any goal higher than the pursuit of
pleasure. You want to be like that. You also think he is shallow
and dangerous. His friends are all rich and spoiled, like the
cousin from Memphis you met earlier in the evening who would
not accompany you below Fourteenth Street because, he said, he
didn’t have a lowlife visa. This cousin had a girlfriend with
cheekbones to break your heart, and you knew she was the real
thing when she steadfastly refused to acknowledge your pres-
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ence. She possessed secrets—about islands, about horses, about
French pronunciation—that you would never know.

You have traveled in the course of the night from the meticu-
lous to the slime. The girl with the shaved head has a scar tat-
tooed on her scalp. It looks like a long, sutured gash. You tell her
it is very realistic. She takes this as a compliment and thanks
you. You meant as opposed to romantic.

“I could use one of those right over my heart,” you say.

“You want I can give you the name of the guy that did it. You'd
be surprised how cheap.”

You don’t tell her that nothing would surprise you now. Her
voice, for instance, which is like the New Jersey State Anthem
played through an electric shaver.

The bald girl is emblematic of the problem. The problem is, for
some reason you think you are going to meet the kind of girl who is
not the kind of girl who would be at a place like this at this time of
the morning. When you meet her you are going to tell her that what
you really want is a house in the country with a garden. New York,
the club scene, bald women—you’re tired of all that. Your pres-
ence here is only a matter of conducting an experiment in limits,
reminding yourself of what you aren’t. You see yourself as the kind
of guy who wakes up early on Sunday morning and steps out to cop
the Times and croissants. Who might take a cue from the Arts and
Leisure section and decide to check out an exhibition—costumes
of the Hapsburg Court at the Met, say, or Japanese lacquerware of
the Muromachi period at the Asia Society. The kind of guy who
calls up the woman he met at a publishing party Friday night, the
party he did not get sloppy drunk at. See if she wants to check out
the exhibition and maybe do an early dinner. A guy who would wait
until eleven a.M. to call her, because she might not be an early
riser, like he is. She may have been out late, perhaps at a night-
club. And maybe a couple of sets of tennis before the museum. He
wonders if she plays, but of course she would.



