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Part 1

LITTLE TOM

Tom is a little boy. He is black. He is a Negro boy .
He is six years old. Little Tom lives in America.

' He is a Negro [’'ni:grou] boy — Ou — nerp.
: e



Tom lives with his father and mother. They live in a
little town on the Mississippi River !. Their house is near
the river.

TOM'S FATHER

Tom’s father is a Negro. He is poor. His name is
Ed Porter. He is a worker. He works on the Mississippi
River. He works from morning till night 2, but he gets very
little money for his work. He works hard3, but he is very
poor.

TOM'S MOTHER

Tom’s mother is a poor Negro woman. Her name is
Stella Porter. She works for a white lady *. Tom’s mother
does all the hard work in the white lady’s house. She
washes the floors and cleans the house every day. Tom’s
parents work hard, but they get very little money
for their work.

BOATS

Tom likes the river. He likes it because it is so big.

One day Tom goes to the river. Many Negroes are
working there. They are working hard.

How big the river is! There are many boats on the
river. How big they are! Tom likes boats. He looks at the
hoats and cries:

I the Mississippi River [,misi’sipi ‘riva] — peka Mucciccunn.

2 from morning till night [nait] — c yrpa 1o HOuH.

5 He works hard — Ou paGotaer MHOro (ycepauo)

+ She works for a white lady — Ona paGoraer Ha 6eaylo rOCHONKY.
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“How many boats there are on the river! Look at that
big boat! Oh, how nice it is to be the captain of a boat!”
Tom thinks: “1 want to be the captain of a boat, too!"

TOM DRAWS A BOAT

. In the evening Tom’s father comes home from work very
late. He is very tired!. Tom's mother is washing clothes.
Tom is sitting at the table. He is drawing.

“What are you drawing, son?” asks Tom’s father.

“I am drawing a boat,” says Tom.

“A boat?” ‘

“Yes, daddy, I want to be the captain of a boat.”

“The captain of a boat? Oh, sonny?, you can’t be the
captain of a boat!”

“Why can’t I be the captain of a boat, daddy.”

“Because you are ‘coloured’ %, sonny! A Negro cannot be
ihe captain of a boat in America. A Negro can work on the
river all his life, but a Negro can never be the captain of
a boatl”

Little Tom is sad*. “Why can’t a Negro be the captain
oi a boat?” he asks himself.

He cannot understand why a Negro cannot be the
captain of a boat.

1 He is very tired [‘taiad] — On ouenp ycran.

2 sonny [’sani] — chiHOueX (yMewbuiuresvHoe u AACKATEALHOE OT
CHUYECTBUTENbHO20 SON — ChiH).
3 ‘coloured’ [‘kalod] — ,uBeTHO#” (TaGK npespuTeNbHO HASLIBANOT

reepos 8 Amepuxe).
+ Litfle Tom is sad — ManenbkoMy ToMy rpycrHo; oH Oropués.
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TOM WANTS TO HELP HIS FATHER

One day Tom’s father comes home early. He is very
sad. There is no work at the river. There is no money in the
house. There is nothing to eat !. Tom is hungry.

Tom wants to help his father.

“Daddy,” says Little Tom, “I know we have very li{tle
money. We are poor. I can help you. I can work at the mill.
Many children work at the mill. I can work there, too.
Then I can buy a coat and shoes and go to school 2.”

“No,” says Tom's father, “you are too young. You are
ouly six years old. You must not work at the mill. [ must
“ find work soon. Then we can buy a coat and shoes for you.”

Very often Tom’s father has no work, and then his
family has nothing to eat. They are often hungry.

NEGRO TOWN

In America the Negroes cannot live near the white
people. They must live in ‘Negro Town’2.

Tom and his parents live in a little old wooden house
All the houses in Negro Town are like Tom’s %use They
are very old and dirty. There are big cranks i the walls
and in the roofs of most of these houses. The rooms are
small and dark. In summer the houses are too hot and in

1 There is nothing ['niein] to eat — Ecrtb Heuero.
2 go to school — xoantb B WKOJNY (YUHTHCS).
3 ‘Negro Town’ — Herpuraackufi [opogok (xydwud padon co-
poda, 2de Hezpst BblHYdCOeHb HuTb 060COGAEHHO OT Geavix).
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winter they are too cold. But the Negroes must pay much
money for these bad houses to a rich white man.

When they have no money and cannot pay the white
man, he throws them and their things out! of the house.

“THROW OUT THEIR THINGS!”

One day the rich white man, Mr. Green, comes to Negro
Town. There are iwo other white men with him. They go
to a poor Negro's house and begin to throw out their
things. A woman runs out of the house.

“Mr. Green,” she cries, “please don’t throw out our
things! Where can we go? What must I do with my three
little children? Their father can’t get work. We have no
money. Please wait a little2. Please don’t throw out our
things yet!”

But the rich white man does not listen to her. He does
not want to listen to her and he does not want to help her.

“These are my houses!” he shouts at her. “All the houses
in Negro Town are my houses! No, I can’t wait. Pay me
now!"” :

Then he says to the white men: “Throw out their
things!”

The poor woman and her children are crying. Tom hears
what the white man says. He runs from one house to
another and savs to the Negro families:

| throw out [erouj -— seiOpacuBath.
2 wait a litfle — nojoxauTe HeMHOTO.
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“Mr. Green is throwing out Aunt Bessie’s things! He
is throwing out all her things because she can't pay him.
Sammy, Mary and Baby Jane are crying!”

The Negroes run out of their houses. “Mr. Green is
throwing out Bessie’s things! We must help her!” they
say. They give Aunt Bessie their last pennies. Now Aunt
Bessie can pay the rich white man. She can live in the
house another month !. She begins to carry her things into
the house again.

Tom runs home. He is afraid. Mr. Green may come ?
tomorrow and throw out their things, too!

LITTLE TOM IS ILL

Winter comes. Tom’s shoes are very old. They are full
of holes. His feet are often wet.

One day Tom comes home and goes to bed. His head
is hot. His mother puts her hand to his head.

“Tommy,” she says, “your head is hot. You are ill3.
You must stay in bed *.”

"We must take him to a doctor,” says Tom's f[ather.

“No, Tom must stay in bed,” says Mother. “He must not
go out. He is very ill. Ask the doctor to come here. Tell him
that Tom is very ill. Tell him that we have no money to
pay him now. Ask him to wait for the money.”

! another month [o'na03 mane] — ewé mecau.

? may come — MOXeT UDHHATH (MOXeT O6biTb, NPHAAT).

3 you are ill — Tb GoseH.

* You must stay in bed — Tnl He Ao/mkeH BCTaBaTh (Tbl ROJIKEH
OCTABATECH B NOCTENH).
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“All right,” says Tom’s father and he goes for the
doctor !,

Father soon comes back, but there is no doctor with
him. He is sad when he tells his wife about the doctor.

“The doctor says: ‘I am a white doctor and I only go
to see white children? when they are ill. I don’t go to see
coloured children.’”

Mother begins to cry.

Tom is very ill. He is ill for a long time3. It is cold in
their room. Tom’s father has no money to buy good food *
for Tom.

A last Tom gets well 5, but he is weak for a long time.

The Negro children are often ill. There are very few
doctors and hospitals for Negroes. The white hospitals ¢ do
not take in? Negro children when they are ill, and many
Negro children die.

“THE CIRCUS IS HERE!”

One day when Tom is playing near the river, a liltle
white boy runs up to him. It is Billy Brown. Billy’s father

1 he goes for the doctor — oH Maér 3a AOKTOpOM.

2 [ only go to see white children — s xoxy ToMbKO K OesbiM
netaM (R HaBewai TOAbKO Gesblx aeTei). ;

3 for a long time .- soaro (monroe Bpems).

4 to buy [bai] good food [fu:d] — uto6bi nocraTb xopoulee mura-
HHE.

5 Tom gets well — Tom BHI3nOpaBJKBaeT.

6 The white hospitals = hospitals for white peopie.

7 do not take in — ue npHHHMaOT.
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and mother are poor white people. They work at a miil.
Billy and Tom like to play together; &

“Tom! Tom!” cries Billy. “The cireus is in town! ! Let’s
go to the circus, Tom! Now we can see lions and tigers and
elephants and bears and monkeys and kangaroos! And

% acrobats and funny clowns, too! Let’s go, Tom!”
U~ “But how can we go?” asks Tom.

“I have some money?” says Billy. “Today is my
birthday. We can buy two tickets! Don’t you want to see
real lions and tigers and elephants and monkeys?”

TOM AND BILLY GO TO THE CIRCUS

Tom and Billy go to the circus. There are many children
there. They all want to see the animals and clowns and
acrobats, *

“Please give me two tickets, ma’am3,” says Billy to the
woman who is selling tickets. The woman gives Billy two
tickets. He gives one to Tom.

“Here, Tom,” says Billy. “This ticket is for you and
this ticket is for me.”

Tom is happy. Billy is happy, too.

“Oh, Tom! Look at those pictures! Look at those lions
and tigers and elephants and bears! Now we can see all
those animals. Let’s go in!”

! The circus is in town! — Ilupx B ropome! (Crpancrsyiomnit
LHPK, KOTODHIA MHepee3xaerT W3 ropoja B rOpoA.)

2 | have some [sam] money — y MeHsi ecTb HeHbrd (HeMHOro
JIEHer).

3 ma'am [meem] = madam — rocnoxa, Mazam.
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Suddenly the big white man who takes the tickets at
the door pushes Tom back .

“Hey, little darky!?” he cries. “Where are you going?”

“It’s all right 8" says Billy. “We have two tickets. Here
they are.”

“All right. Go in, little white boy,” says the man at the
door to Billy. “But that little darky can’t go in. This circus
is for white children only!”

Billy goes into the circus alone. He sees all the animals —
the lions, the tigers, the elephants and the bears—and
the funny clowns, too. But now Billy is not so happy. He
is thinking about his little black friend.

“Why can’t Tom and I go to the circus together?” he
asks himself.

In the Southern States* of America the Negro children
cannot go to school with the white children. They cannot
go to the cinema or to the park with the white children.
They cannot go to the Zoo or circus together. They cannot
sit together in the street car ®.

! the big white man ... pushes [‘pufiz] Tom back — Goapuo#
Gesibiii MyxuuHa ... oTraikuaer ToMa (Hasan).

2 Hey [hei], little darky! — 3, ManenbKull uepHOKOXHH!

3 It’s all right [rait] — Bc€ B mopanxe.

4 In the Southern [‘sadon] States — B 1oxHbX mTaTax.

5 a street car — amepux. TpamBal; B AHrMHH TpaMBaH HAaabl-

paercs a tram.
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The white children and Negro children like to play
together. But the white people say to their children:

“Don’t play with coloured children! You must not play
with coloured children!”

BILLY’S FATHER

In the evening Billy’s father comes home from the mill.

“A happy birthday !, son!” says Mr. Brown. “Well, son,
how do you like the circus?”

“I—I like the circus—but—" and Billy begins to cry.

“Then why are you crying? What’s the matter? ?”

“Tom—Tom—Tom and I can’t go to the circus together.”

“Tom? That little black boy Tom?”

“Ye-es,” says Billy.

Mr. Brown is angry. “Don’t play with coloured boys, do
‘you hear?”

“But why, daddy? Is Tom a bad boy? Why can’t I play
with him?”

“Don’t talk so much! You must not play with coloured
boys. Now go to bed!”

Billy goes to bed. But he cannot understand why he
must not play with Tom. ' 1

! A happy birthday — [Toaapabnsiio Te6st ¢ AHEM POXKACHHA.
2 What's the matter? — B uém geno?
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