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Preface

When the International Chamber of Commerce first began
planning its 1978 Congress, we invited Herman Kahn and the
Hudson Institute to play central roles in our proceedings. We
expected that they would offer a stimulating perspective for our
deliberations, but they have done a far bigger and better job than we
had a right to expect. While Herman Kahn would be the first to
acknowledge that much of the discussion is tentative and speculative,
it has succeeded in providing us with such extraordinary and
provocative concepts as the idea of the “agnostic use of history,
analogies, and metaphors.” This aids greatly in dealing with the real
world in the absence of rigorous theories and complete and well-
documented information. This is precisely the spirit of this book.

We are all aware that important new problems and prospects lie
ahead. We also recognize that we must cope with them if we are to
survive. Much is already known about some of these problems; and
every bit of knowledge we have should certainly be used. However,
many situations are so beclouded by ambiguity, insufficient data, or
contradictory and confusing ideological polemics that the best we
have to work with are theories of varying plausibility or even
intuitions. Mr. Kahn explains in this book how, as practical people,
we can go ahead even on such a basis.

I am also intrigued by Herman Kahn’s concept that the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries can be broken down into
four periods, and especially by his identification of the years 1974 to
2000 or so as L’époque de Malaise. 1 am much heartened by his
argument that natural social, political, and cultural forces are likely
to slow the growth of both population and production long before
the world encounters any fundamentally unmanageable or disastrous
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problems of supply, pollution, or other side effects of the “great
transition” he envisages from pre-industrial to post-industrial
society. I note his fear that these forces may be emerging too rapidly
and prematurely—at least in the Advanced Capitalist nations. On the
other hand, I particularly appreciate his imaginative projections of
the new and exciting forms of social organization and patterns of life
that he foresees as possible over the next century or so.

We were delighted to be able to use the special edition of World
Economic Development as the focus of our deliberations at the
twenty-sixth Congress of the ICC in Orlando in October 1978. The
favorable reception Herman Kahn received at Orlando for his
brilliant analysis testifies not only to his eloquence and persuasive-
ness but to the cogency and signilicance of his arguments for
businessmen, policy makers, the educated public, and the entire
international community. We are gratified that a wider audience will
benefit from the publication of this edition, and we thank Herman
Kahn and the Hudson Institute, for their contributions to the world’s
knowledge and comprehension of subjects that are as vitally impor-
tant as they are poorly understood.

Ian MacGregor
President
International Chamber of Commerce
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