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The career of Samuel White of Bath, who during the
reign of James II was appointed by the King of Siam
a mandarin of that country, is a superlative illustration
of the saying that truth is stranger than fiction.

‘A magnificent story, full of interest and excitement,
but there is more to it than that. Mr. Collis, who has
lived for years on the scene of these high happenings, is
able to give us a first-hand picture of a fascinating land;
of a lovely archipelago, of rivers and rapids, of an im-
memorial track through jungles haunted by tigers and
malaria.” - Howard Spring in the Evening Standard
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~very ill man an

a great Interloper and a
great Enemy of this Kingdom in gen-
eral’—East India Company’s opinion of White

SIAMESE WHITE

‘Mr. White is a civil worthy Gentleman
and Lll venture my life in his vin- S/ (9
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PREFACE

he text of the present paper covered edition of Siamese

White is the same as the text in the original edition

after correction of a few errors and misprints. The
present book also contains, printed as Appendix IV, an
account of a long and important letter from Samuel White
relating to his family affairs, which was found in the Bath
Municipal Library by Mr. Reginald Wright after the publi-
cation of the original edition.

Mavurice CoLLIs

Maidenhead 1965



NOTE ON THE 1951 UNIFORM
EDITION

n preparing this new edition I have, besides making a few
additions and corrections, devoted an appendix to the
interesting letter written by White in 1683, which was
discovered after the publication of the first edition of this
book in the Victoria Municipal Library, Bath, by Mr.
Reginald Wright, the Director.
Mavurice CoLLIS
February 1951
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