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PREFACE

Composition Five: Skills for Writing is intended for use in developmental
writing courses or in combined reading and writing courses. We believe that
contemporary nontraditional college freshmen, with little background in read-
ing and writing, must immerse themselves deeply in linguistic processes to
learn how language works and how it can be made to work for them. There-
fore, the five basic language skills—paragraph and essay writing, grammay,
mechanics, reading comprehension, and vocabulary/spelling—are mtegrateo
within each chapter.

This second edition of Composition Five includes several carefully planned
revisions. Writing instruction has been expanded to include treatment of the
essay as well as the single paragraph. Also, a section on invention has been
added to each of the first six chapters to help students develop writing fluency.
Four new essays have been added, dealing with single fatherhood, open
admissions, computers, and the future job market. In grammar, the treatment
of the verb has been expanded, and sentence-combining has been introduced
earlier as a vehicle for getting students to write their own sentences. For
vocabulary and spelling, an appendix on using the dictionary has been added.
The Instructor's Manual contains diagnostic and mastery tests for all the
spelling and vocabulary instruction. All of these changes are aimed at streng-
thening students' linguistic experiences.

Writing

Writing instruction is tied to each chapter’s reading so students have models
to study for content as well as for technique and style. Writing assignments
are tied to the essays, and students are encouraged to develop and expand
their initial reactions to them into their own paragraphs and essays.

Chapter 1 presents the basic concept of paragraph organization—main
idea and specific details—while concentrating on helping students create
effective topic sentences. The use of facts to develop the topic sentence is
covered in chapter 2, and expansion through sensory details is treated in
chapter 3. The next four chapters deal with basic methods for developing the
paragraph—examples, narration, and expository analysis.

Chapter 7 also introduces essay writing and outlines. The remaining
six chapters include instructional material on both paragraphs and essays.
Comparison/contrast, cause-and-effect, extended definition, and summary
paragraphs are cavered. Essay topics include the introductory paragraph, the
conclusion, the thesis statement, the development of body paragraphs, and the
use of transitions.



Grammar

The grammar lessons, which are sequential, use material from the readings as
examples of the points illustrated and, where possible, as exercise items. This
approach ensures that material used for instruction and for practice is “real.”

The basic parts of speech-—nouns, verbs, and modifiers—are introduced
in the first two chapters. Simple sentence patterns with action verbs and linking
verbs are treated in chapters 3 and 4, followed by an analysis of fragment errors
resulting from the accidental omission of an essential sentence element, the
kind of fragment that occurs as a carry-over from conversation.

Subject-verb agreement and pronoun problems are dealt with in chapters
6 and 7. Chapter 8 takes up the process of coordination along with the run-on
and comma splice errors that often result from faulty coordination. Chapters 9
through 12 return to sentence-combining as a technique of expansion through
subordination of dependent clauses and verbal phrases. Fragments that result
from the use of a subordinate element as a sentence are also analyzed in
chapter 12. Finally, the problems of verb tense shift and sequence are treated
in chapter 13.

Mechanics

The rules for using capital letters and punctuation marks are drawn infer-
entially from the readings. Sentences are analyzed and compared so that
students can grasp the reason why the writers used or did not use some
mechanical element. Again, practice exercises include many sentences from
the readings.

Reading

The reading selections, which range from seventh- to twelfth-grade level, are
from popular magazines and deal with issues that appeal to college students.
“How to Use This Book” shows students how to preview. The first three
chapters introduce literal, critical (fact and opinion), and inferential compre-
hension. The notes that students jot down in answer to the “What Do You
Think?" questions serve as the basis for the writing assignments. A vocabulary
context exercise accompanies each article.

Spelling and Vocabulary

Spelling and vocabulary structural analysis principles are drawn inductively
from the readings.

The Instructor's Manual includes practical suggestions for classroom
management. In addition, it contains answers to all the exercises. The place-
ment tests can be used to determine which skills an individual student should
work on, and the mastery tests can be used to check progress.

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to our colleagues at Essex County
College and at colleges throughout the nation who used the first edition and
made so many helpful suggestions for the preparation of the second. We also



" . rovedman and Company

Preface | wii

wish to thank our reviewers, Professor Mary Ann Braswell of Tallahassee
Community College, Professor Christine Briggs of Henry Ford Community
College, and Professor Michael J. Kelly of Slippery Rock University. The Second
Edition has also been built upon expert opinion acquired through a nationwide
users’ quesnonnalre graciously returned to us by the following instructors:
Betty. \Koch Spartanburg Methodist College; Ruth Hatcher, Washtenaw Com-
munity College; Mary Ann Braswell, Tallahassee Community College; Jerry
McAninch, Midlands Technical College; Christine Briggs, Henry Ford Com-
munity College; Tanya Walker, Cambridge Business School; Charlotte Tann- -,
heimer, Endicott College; Tim Summerlin, Lamar University; Sandra Hanson,
LaGuardia Community College; and Michael Kelly, Slippery Rock State College. '
Finally, we thank our editors, Patricia Rossi and Lydia Webster, for theu‘

thoughtful advice.

J. Kenneth Sieben
Lillian Small Anthony
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VOCABULARY PREVIEW

Pronounce these words out loud by using the key on the inside back cover.
Study their meanings before you read the article.

initiative (iri-ish’ -0-tiv) noun  veterinarian (vét-or-o-nar’-i-an) noun
introductory act or step one who treats animals diseases
pursue (par-s6v’) verb threshold (thrésh’-6id) noun

follow; go after beginning

facet (fas’-it) noun asunder (3-siir/ -dor) adverb

an aspect or phase of something broken or split

credentials (kri-d&n’-sholz) noun
proof of credit

The College Experience
William D. Carlson, Ph.D.

1 Going to college! What a thrill. It's a trip that has everything great that you
" have heard about, if vou make it so. It also is very serious business. To a great
extent, you will be on your own. True, there are an awful lot of people ready

to help you, but generally you must take the initiative and seek them out.
2z Most of you have decided on a career. Even though many of yvou wit
change your minds later, the initial decision allows you to sel class goals and
pursue them step by step toward that, the final ubjective of graduation Such
goals are essential for success. In advising students, { zhwvays teil thom i
discipline themselves, to be prepared to study hard and keep up fromn day one.
3 Today's world is full of precicus knowledge, whether it he in the arts
literature, a profession, or a vocational skijl. Coliege is yourchanca oi a ifetinme
10 explore these areas. Each facet can be as exciting when discovered by vou
as. it was when discovered by the original author or expiorer. Let yoursahi
explore beyond your immediate career objectives. A student in auto mechanics

“The College Experience” by Willian, 3. Carison, Fxploring. Gotiaber 1878
Cepyright ® 1578 by the Boy Scouis of Amenice. Repiinded by oo i




Composition Five

in most schools also can take courses in history, philosophy, music, or art.
There is no reason a craftsman also can’'t be a great thinker, or an explorer
into the vast areas of unlimited knowledge. For a rich full life he or she should
make the most of the opportunities at hand.

4 I hope that you have gathered by now that going to college means a lot
more than earning a grade. To limit your college experience will be a waste
to you and to all of the people, past and present, who have invested their
pennies, dimes and dollars—otten at great personal sacrifice—to make edu-
cational oppertunities open for you. Putting it bluntly, college is a place to be
greedy—take all you can get and then some more.

5 Also consider this—are you going to take a course to learn or are you
going to take it only to have it on your record? 1 talk to far too many students
going to school just to get the credentials to “get a job.” Again, they are cheat-
ing themselves. Get into the subjects in great depth to gain a true under-
standing. Don't be content to just skim over courses with “only to p»ss” in
mind. By taking the in-depth approach you will be exploring many oi the
disciplines you will enjoy the rest of your life.

6 Let me share with you a final observation. The person doing an honest
piece of work, work one can be proud of, is the truly happy person. This is
true of the plumber, veterinarian, teacher, whatever. The agony of just getting
by will eventually tear one asunder. The habit of honest work and pride in
your work can be established to a great extent in college.

7 Thus, as you stand on the threshold of your college career, commit your-
self and stand by that commitment. From the first day in class, discipline
yourself to make learning fun, not a chore, and to get the most from the edu-
cational opportunities open to you.

IMPROVE YOUR READING SKILLS
What Did You Understand?

Answer the questions which follow. Locate the statement in the text that
contains the specific detail which is yaur answer. For questions you are
unsure of, skim and scan to locate or verify an answer.
1. The entire selection is about
——— a. taking a trip
— - _ b. the college experience x
c. deciding on a career
d. honest work

© Scott, Foresman and Company



9 Scott, Foresman and Company

Improve Your Reading Skills | 3

2. Check the phrases which are compared to the college experience.
——— a. the experiences of an explorer '
— ~b. the work of a craftsman
~Z ¢ an exciting trip
d. very serious business
3. The article states,that a student studying a vocational skill
— a. should study only the crafts

—_—_ b. can't be a great thinker
</

c. can take many other types of courses
.d. should take courses in exploring
4. Check all the reasons not to go to college.
a. to make learning fun
b. just to get a job
—'_ c. toinvest your pennies, dimes, and dollars
d. to earn a grade
5. Check all the suggestions discussed as signs of your commitment to college.
__ ~ a. Take all the education you can.
—__~__ b. Take a course to learn, not just to have it on your record.
c. Go to college just to get job credentials.

—\—«_ d. Explore many disciplines

What Do You Think?

Write brief answers to these questions. You will use them later to complete
vour writing assignment.

1. Dr. Carlson believes that you are probably thrilled about going to college. How do you feel
about the college experience? ' C




