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Introduction

racle9i—the subject material of this book. As the Abbey, Corey,
Abramson team places more and more works under its corporate belt,
more and more people wonder, “What is Oracle anyway?” While
watching CTV Newsnet in Canada, the red letters O-R-A-C-L-E

sit on the right margin of your TV screen, reminding you who is
responsible for bringing you this fabulous information. In the beginning, some thought
Oracle manufactured casual clothing, what with the gamut of T-shirts, golf shirts, and
the like populating many work spaces. Oracle software powers the Internet—a saying
as well as a fact.

Many of us have our whole IT career invested in one piece of software—Oracle—
and yes, thank you very much, business is very good. Unbeknownst to many Internet
users, they have had peripheral contact with the Oracle8i software and bit by bit
Oracle9i as the software of choice by most web sites serving up the data that we all
enjoy as we surf the net. In the beginning, Oracle was simply a data server, delivering
state-of-the-art solutions to corporate business communities. Version 3 is the first many
of us saw in the mid-1980s. It ran in RAM—the first 640KB of memory attached to
the PCs strewn all over many companies’ offices. Version 3, alongside some early
tool offerings by Oracle Systems Corporation, had some heavy competition with the
likes of Ashton Tate’s dBASEII to mention one of many. Peter, Paul, and Mary sang
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone”; we might reword this familiar teenage classic
as “Where Has All the Competition Gone.”
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Oracle is the undisputed leader in software solutions that drive the Internet. Is
that why you are reading this book? Are you reading it because someone insisted?
We believe you fall into that large group of hungry consumers who strive to be on
top of the leading-edge technology, whatever the cost. Familiarity and fluency with
the technology leader in the 21st century is fundamental to your career, whether you
use, manage, help procure, or program with the Oracle9/ offering.

We've been around Oracle the company and Oracle the software for many years.
We have rubbed shoulders with senior management, hung out with kernel developers,
and built up some significant relationships with some of its players over the past
17 years.

Oracle9i: A Beginner’s Guide takes you on a journey through the backbone of
Oracle’s technology. We start by looking at the company, where it has been, and how
it has gotten there. There are so many places to go to whet your voracious appetite
for Oracle technology. We guide you through where to go to feed that appetite as you
ingest Chapter 2. We explain the fundamentals of Oracle’s development offerings—
SQL*Plus and PL/SQL—then delve into the role of the almighty Oracle techie, the
database administrator, affectionately called the DBA. We pay special attention to
Oracle Enterprise Manager, a GUI database management offering that has been around
since early releases of Oracle?, circa 1992. We finish off the journey looking at
the Internet-specific pieces in Oracle9/'s offering, paying attention to its data
warehousing features.

The intended audience for this book is very wide. Many take it on after having
been an end user for many years. They want to look behind the scenes and see what
makes their systems tick. Others are transitioning from other pieces of software, looking
for a fast route to understanding Oracle9i and how it is put together. Oracle started
putting the i in their software version name in the late 1990s. We have been putting
the u in understanding what Oracle is doing, where they have come from, and where
their technology is going since our first Beginner’s Guide offering in 1994. Who knows,
perhaps it's superstition that has allowed so much to be accomplished in such a
little amount of time. As you enter beginner’s land, keep one coincidental piece
of information in mind—the structured query language, abbreviated SQL, is
the undisputed front end to the world’s most powerful Internet software. Oracle
headquarters in Redwood Shores, California, is closest to the San Carlos airport—
guess what that landing strip’s call letters are—SQL. A coincidence? We think not!
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