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OUR COVER

Alice Neal

The Mary Bright Commemorative Quilt

appliqué, pieced fabric, buttons, lace, and snaps
1955-56

Photograph courtesy Williams College Museum of
Art, Williamstown, Massachusetts, “Stitching
Memories: African-American Story Quilts”
Collected by Eli Leon

Photographed by Sharon Risedorph

Our thanks, also, to The Taft Museum, Cincinnati,
for providing us with slides and descriptions of quilts
in this traveling exhibit.

Cover design by Nanette Black.



IKind of Love

Selected and New Poems
Dick Davis

“The style is firm, totally without pretension, but
all art. The majority of poems are metrical: at a time
when most American poets consider metre obsolete
and most English poets who use it do so as if it were
obsolete, it is wonderful to find a poet (English)
whose poetry lives through its metre. His handling
of it is masterful, and you are never aware of effort.
And the language is exact but relentless, like the per-
ceptions.”

$19.95 cloth, $10.95 paper

eet Home,
turday Night

Poems by David Baker

“Who could have imagined it? That through the
raucous strains of a country/rock song would arise a
voice to confront, head-on, the most pressing theo-
retical issues of our day? And even more puzzling,
that this voice would be so tender, so unhectoring,
so lyrically gifted—and still so damned American!”

—Sherod Santos

$16.95 cloth, $9.95 w~wor
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MICHIGAN QUARTERLY REVIEW
TRANSFIGURED WORLDS: A POETS' ISSUE

Essays: Meena Alexander on the condition of homelessness,
personal and public * Margaret Atwood remembers Ncrth-
rop Frye % Robert Hass in "Families and Prisons" defends
poetry about the family from charges of being less important
than political poetry % Lawrence Joseph on Donald Hall and
the Modernist tradition % Reg Saner recalls the long night he
believed to be his last, following a hiking accident % Richard
Tillinghast explains what it's like growing older with The
Grateful Dead

Fiction: Stories by Stuart Dybek, Maria Flook and Joyce
Carol Oates, and an excerpt from a novel-in-progress by
Rita Dove

Poetry: "Daylilies on the Hill," a seventeen-page poem by Donald
Hall, plus poems by Amy Gerstler, Lorna Goodison,
Robert Hass, Evelyn Lau, David Lehman, William
Matthews, Ricardo Pau-Llosa, Laurie Sheck, Charles
Simic, Cathy Song, Gary Soto

Reviews: Laurence Goldstein on the poetry of Los Angeles,
Henry Taylor on Wiliam Jay Smith, Charles Wasser-
burg on James Schuyler

And a portfolio of photographs of poets by Robert Turney

Coming in Fall 1992
A special issue on the Middle East
guest-edited by Anton Shammas

For the Fall 1991 issue send a check for $6 to MQR, 3032
Rackham Building, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
48109-1070

A year's subscription is $18; two years, $33



“‘Magnificent last volume
of Boyd'’s critical biography
of Vladimir Nabokov."”

—Kirkus Reviews

Here, at last, is the
definitive life of one of the
twentieth century’s great-
est writers. The first
volume of Brian Boyd'’s
critical biography of
Vladimir Nabokov,

The Russian Years,
received praise from
critics and won a
large and enthusiastic
popular audience.

L In this second and

. concluding volume,
Boyd continues the
. story of Nabokov’s
life from the novel-
ist’s arrival in the

. United States in
1940, nearly
destitute and
without a job.

““...conveys a keen sense of Nabokov as an
artist who embraced life as an inexhaustible
surprise....a triumphant and definitive
biography.”rubiishers weekiy

Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06797-X ($35.00 after 1/1/92)

Princeton University Press

ORDERS: 800-PRS-ISBN (777-4726) » OR FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE




THE
AMERICAN
VOICE

“Liberating
a new generation
of writers”
—Frank MacShane

feminist, pan-American

“A most impressive
& ambitious new quarterly”
—Small Press

available at bookstores
or by subscription

$12 one / $20 two / $26 three years

Name

Address

City

State/Zip
to 332 W. Broadway, Louisville, KY 40202 USA
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Walking Distance
Debra Allbery

WINNER OF THE 1990 AGNES LYNCH STARRETT

POETRY PRIZE

““Her plainspoken, intimate narratives take on the under-
side of American life, and search out its imaginative
possibilities, its spiritual glimmerings.”’—J.D. McClatchy

October / 64 pp. / $17.95 cloth (3687-9)
$9.95 paper (5458-3)

Mercy
Kathleen Peirce

WINNER OF THE 1990 ASSOCIATED WRITING PROGRAMS’
AWARD SERIES IN POETRY
SELECTED BY ELLEN BRYANT VOIGT

“Mercy is a work of profound beauty and courage and
spiritual accountability.”’—Jorie Graham

October / 64 pp. / $17.95 cloth (3686~0)
$9.95 paper (5457-5)

Liquid Paper:
New and Selected Poems
Peter Meinke

Collects the best of his previously published poems from
the late 1960s on with a generous selection of new work.

November / 120 pp. / $24.95 cloth (3681-X)
$12.95 paper (5455-9) ISBN Prefix 0-8229

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH PRESS
c/o CUP Services, Box 6525, Ithaca, NY 14851

(412) 648-1453




EDITOR
MARILYN HACKER
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
DAVID H. LYNN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
MARILYN NELSON WANIEK
CONSULTING POETRY EDITOR
DAVID BAKER
MANAGING EDITOR
MARTHA FINAN
PRODUCTION EDITOR
CAROL ANN ELLIS
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
DORIS JEAN DILTS
TYPOGRAPHER
D. L. RICE & ASSOCIATES
DESIGNER
NANETTE BLACK
BUSINESS MANAGER
JOSEPH G. NELSON

An international journal of literature, culture,
and the arts, The Kenyon Review is published
quarterly at Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio
43022. Direct contributions and editorial cor-
respondence to this address. Unsolicited man-
uscripts will not be returned unless accompanied
by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. No
responsibility can be assumed for damage or
loss. Unsolicited manuscripts are read Septem-
ber through March.

Direct changes of address, subscription re-
quests, and related business to The Kenyon
Review, P.O. Box 837, Farmingdale, New York
11735. Subscription rates for individuals: one
year $20; two years $35; three years $45.
Libraries and institutions: one year $23. Foreign
subscriptions $5 per year additional. Agency dis-
count, foreign and domestic, 15%. Single copies
are available at $7 per issue, including postage
and handling. Copies of some back issues
from the old series are available at $10 per issue,
including postage and handling. Claims for
missing issues will be honored only within a
four-month period following publication (six
months for foreign). Distributed in the United
States by Inland Book Company, 140 Commerce
St., East Haven, CT 06512, and B. DeBoer, 113
East Center St., Nutley, NJ 07110. Back issues
of the old series of The Kenyon Review (1939-
1970) as well as the new series are available in
microform from University Microfilms Interna-
tional, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106. The Ken-
yon Review is indexed or abstracted in Abstracts
of English Studies, American Humanities Index,
Annual Bibliography of English Language and
Literature, An Index to Book Reviews in the
Humanities, and MLA International Bibliog-
raphy.

Second-class postage paid at Gambier, Ohio,
and additional entry office. Library of Congress
Number 42-51147. International Standard Serial
Number 0163-075X. Copyright © 1991 by Ken-
yon College. All rights reserved.

A member of the Council of Literary Magazines
and Presses, The Kenyon Review is supported in
part by grants from the National Endowment for
the Arts and the Ohio Arts Council.

Funded Through
Ohio Arts Council
727 East Main Street
Columbus, Ohio 43205-1796
(614) 466-2613
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“A PLEASURE TO READ™

 The author of the haghly acclaimed The Solace of Open S]ncesexplnres the
Iandscape of the human spirit in this enthrall k:nttectmn of essays\ Her
 prose, as breathtaking as the Western wilderness it deplm, is “powemri
. Mdsprovoatm uuagaf'

lslcls

HDme
Gretel Enrlich

AUTHOR OF THE SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES
*Libtary Journal AT BOOKSTORES NOW




CONTRIBUTORS

INDRAN AMIRTHANAYAGAM is a Sri Lankan-born poet and jour-
nalist. His poems have appeared in The Massachusetts Review (winter 1990),
The Literary Review (summer 1990), and other journals. They are forthcom-
ing in Grand Street and Exquisite Corpse. His first book, The Elephants of
Reckoning, is scheduled for publication in 1992.

ROSA MARIA ARENAS is enrolled in the MFA program in creative
writing at Washington University in Saint Louis. Her poems and short fiction
have appeared in The Americas Review, Blue Mesa Review, The Little
Magazine, 13th Moon, River Styx, 5 A.M., and Calyx.

BETH BRANT is a Bay of Quinte Mohawk from Tyendinaga Mohawk
Territory. She is the editor of A Gathering of Spirit, and author of Mohawk
Trail and Food & Spirits, all published by Firebrand Books. She is the recip-
ient of an NEA grant for 1991.

STEPHANIE BYRD has published her work in The American Voice,
Conditions, and Sinister Wisdom. She is a native Hoosier residing in Ithaca,
New York.

ROBERTO R. CALDERON teaches Ethnic Studies at the University of
California at Riverside. His poems have been published in Tejidos, Maize, Ta
Cincho, and Huehvetitlan.

CYRUS CASSELLS is the author of two books of poetry: The Mud
Actor, a 1982 National Poetry Series winner, and the forthcoming Down from
the Houses of Magic. His work has been anthologized in Under 35: The New
Generation of American Poets.

OMAR S. CASTANEDA is the author of Cunuman (Pineapple, 1987)
and Among the Volcanoes (Dutton, 1991). His work has appeared in Five
Fingers Review, Seattle Review, Mid-American Review, Caliban, and else-
where. He teaches at Western Washington University in Bellingham.

MARILYN CHIN’s first book is Dwarf Bamboo (Greenfield Review
Press, 1987). She has just completed her second manuscript, Exile’s Letter. She
has won an NEA grant, a Stegner Fellowship, and a Mary Roberts Rinehart
Award. Recently, she published poems in The Iowa Review, Parnassus,
Ploughshares, and the Norton Introduction to Poetry.

JUDITH ORTIZ COFER’s book of essays and poems, Silent Dancing,
was awarded a PEN/Albrand Citation for best in nonfiction, 1990. Joyce
Carol Oates selected the title essay for inclusion in Best American Essays,
1991. Cofer has work forthcoming in Prairie Schooner, the Missouri Review,
and Glamour Magazine.

GABRIELLE DANIELS recently completed a residency at Hedgebrook
Farm, a writers’ retreat for women on Whidbey Island, Washington. Her story
is part of a collection-in-progress tentatively called Graduation Day and Other
Stories. She lives in East Palo Alto, California.



TOI DERRICOTTE has published three collections of poetry: Natural
Birth, The Empress of the Death House, and, most recently, Captivity. She
received two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, a Push-
cart Prize, the Folger Shakespeare Library Poetry Committee Book Award,
and many other awards.

BARBARA DiBERNARD is an Associate Professor of English and
Women’s Studies at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. Her coauthored
article on using A Feminist Dictionary in literature classes will appear in
Changing Classroom Practices, to be published by the University of Illinois
Press. She runs, and sea kayaks.

DUODUO left China June 5, 1989 —the morning after the Beijing
massacre. He now resides in Canada. The poet has published two volumes of
poetry in Chinese; his poems in English translation were published by
Bloomsbury (London, 1989) under the title Looking Out from Death.

JAMES A. EMANUEL taught in New York, France, and Poland before
settling in Paris. The latest of many essays and books is Whole Grain: Col-
lected Poems, 1958-1989 (Lotus, 1991); and Amiot-Lenganey promises a bilin-
gual selection in February.

ANITA ENDREZZE’s poetry appears in Harper & Row’s Anthology of
20th Century Native American Poetry; in 1992, Broken Moon Press will
publish a collection, At the Helm of Twilight. The author has had poetry, art,
and short stories published in six languages.

MARTIN ESPADA was awarded both the PEN/Revson Fellowship and
the Paterson Poetry Prize for his third book, Rebellion Is the Circle of a
Lover’s Hands (Curbstone Press, 1990). He has also held fellowships from
NEA and the Massachusetts Artists Foundation.

JEWELLE GOMEZ is the author of a black vampire novel, The Gilda
Stories (Firebrand Books, 1991), and Director of the Literature Program at
New York State Council on the Arts.

VINCE GOTERA, an assistant professor of English at Humboldt State
University, is poetry editor of the new journal Asian America (University of
California, Santa Barbara). His poems have appeared recently in the Seattle
Review, Zone 3, and The Jazz Poetry Anthology (Indiana University Press,
1991).

JOY HARJO’s most recent book of poetry is In Mad Love and War. She
is a cowinner of the William Carlos Williams Award and of the Delmore
Schwartz Poetry Award from New York University.

ALLISON JOSEPH attends Indiana University’s Graduate Writing Pro-
gram. Her work has appeared in Ploughshares, Towa Review, and Poet and
Critic; poems are forthcoming in Crazyhorse, New Letters, and Parnassus.

LAWRENCE JOSEPH’s two books of poems, Curriculum Vitae (1988)
and Shouting at No One (1983), appear in the Pitt Poetry Series. A Professor
of Law at Saint John’s University School of Law, he lives in New York City.



GREGORY LEE is Assistant Professor of Chinese Literature at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. He is author of Dai Wangshu: The Life and Poetry of a
Chinese Modernist (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1989) and coeditor,
with Duoduo, of a forthcoming Penguin anthology of Chinese poetry.

ADRIAN C. LOUIS teaches at Oglala Lakota College on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation of South Dakota. His book of poems, Fire Water World
(West End Press), won the 1989 Book Award from the Poetry Center at San
Francisco State University and is in its second printing. A new collection,
Among the Dog Eaters, will be published by West End Press in January 1992.

CLARENCE MAJOR is the author of seven novels and eight books of
poetry. He is the winner of a National Council for the Arts Award and the
Western States Book Award. His forthcoming book of poetry is titled Parking
Lots.

PAULE MARSHALL has written three novels—Brown Girl,
Brownstones, and Praisesong for the Widow—as well as two books of short
fiction. The story in this issue is a chapter from her novel Daughters, to be
published by Atheneum this fall.

COLLEEN J. McELROY aspires to be —at once—poet, fiction writer,
playwright, and traveler. In the last few years, her goals have reached a happy
confluence. She has published a collection of short stories, Driving under the
Cardboard Pines, as well as Heavy in the S-Curves, New and Selected Poems,
and has traveled to southeast Asia, and to Italy on a Rockefeller Fellowship.

REGINALD McKNIGHT was the 1988 winner of the Drue Heinz Prize
for Literature (Moustapha’s Eclipse, University of Pittsburgh Press), and the
1989 winner of a Kenyon Review Award for Literary Excellence (The Kind of
Light That Shines on Texas). Little, Brown & Company published his short
story collection, I Get on the Bus, in 1990, and has scheduled a second collec-
tion, The Kind of Light That Shines on Texas, for 1992.

KYOKO MORI has published short fiction in several magazines, includ-
ing The Apalachee Quarterly, The Paterson Literary Review, and The
Maryland Review. Winter Sky is part of her book manuscript, The First
Cicada. She is working on Halfmoons off the Edge, a book of family history.

DEBORAH NAJOR is a graduate student at Wayne State University in
Detroit. She has a story published in the Indiana Review and is working on a
collection of stories entitled Daughters of Hagar.

ANTONIA QUINTANA PIGNO is a native of Albuquerque, and a 1991
finalist in the Barnard New Women Poets Series. She teaches in the Modern
Languages Department at Kansas State University.

WENDY ROSE is Coordinator of American Indian Studies at Fresno City
College. Her work has appeared in over a hundred anthologies and peri-
odicals, as well as in eight books of her own, the most recent being What the
Mohawk Made the Hopi Say (with Maurice Kenny, Strawberry Press, 1991).

HENRY TAYLOR teaches at The American University in Washington,
D.C. His third book of poems, The Flying Change, received the Pulitzer Prize



in Poetry. The essay on Gwendolyn Brooks is included in his forthcoming col-
lection of essays, Compulsory Figures.

QUINCY TROUPE is Professor of Literature and Creative Writing at
the University of California in San Diego. Weather Reports: New and Selected
Poems will be published in October 1991.

MARILYN NELSON WANIEK’s most recent book is The Homeplace,
published by Louisiana State University Press in 1990. She is currently reading
The Brothers Karamazov.

MICHAEL S. WEAVER is a poet and playwright who teaches at Rutgers
University. A former NEA fellow, he is the author of Water Song. He has
books forthcoming from Dolphin-Moon and the University of Pittsburgh.
Weaver lives in Philadelphia.

DAVID WILLIAMS is an Arab-American of Lebanese descent. His
poetry has recently appeared in Poetry East, Paintbrush, and Hayden’s Ferry
Review, as well as in the Natural Resource Defense Council anthology Poetry
Jrom the Amicus Journal.

TYRONE WILLIAMS teaches English at Xavier University in Cincin-
nati. He has published a chapbook, Convalescence (Ridgeway Press, 1987,
1989), and has poems forthcoming in River Styx, Obsidian 11, and Berkeley
Poetry Review.

NORMAN WONG is a graduate of The Johns Hopkins Writing
Seminars. A story of his appeared this year in The Little Magazine and another
will soon appear in The Threepenny Review. They, along with Cultural
Revolution, are all parts of an interconnected collection of short stories. He
lives in Minneapolis.

RAY A. YOUNG BEAR is a lifetime resident of the Mesquakie (People
of the Red Earth) Settlement of central lowa. His third book, Black Eagle
Child, will be published in March 1992 by the University of Iowa Press.
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INCHARDI

Novels by J. Inchardi

NEED A BACK ISSUE

$20 each OF
Lines On The Death
Of A Fisherman
Three Jews In A Tub THE
Dreamship KENYON REVIEW?
Yurros
A Paper Toy MANY ARE STILL
Intercurse AVAILABLE!
Jehovah Mafioso
Saturn Maru For issues from the New
Drek Shlak Series (1979 to present)
A Eiygn send $7.00; for issues from
The Execution e :
Of Comrade X the original series (1939-
The Resurrection 1970) send $10.00 to:
Of Philippe D.
The Ascent The Kenyon Review
Of Maryam
Order from Sirius Books Benyon Colkge
P.O. Box 177 Gambier, OH 43022-9623
Freeport, Maine 04032
INQEANQEI I

Faculty
Tony Ardizzone
Phyllis Barber
Francois Camoin
Mark Cox
Deborah Digges
W P P Mark Doty
ritin g rrogram Mack Faith
Lynda Hull
at Vermont College Riard con
Sydney Lea
! 3 . Diane Lefer
Intensive 12-Day residencies Ellen Lesser
July and January on the Vermont campus. Susan Mitchell
Workshops, classes, readings, conferences, followed by Jack Myets
< > N - Sena Jeter Naslund
Non-Resident 6-Month Writing Projects in poetry and Christopher Noel
fiction individually designed during residency. In-depth Pamec}a Painéer
el 2 : : . David Rivar:
criticism of manuscripts. Sustained dialogue with faculty. Gladys Swan
Post-graduate Writing Semester fgh*‘lf°"uslll‘eehe Sk
for those who have already fi'nished a gradpate degree with Befléew.‘l:,lfgn
a concentration in creative writing. Roger Weingarten
) W.D. Wetherell
Vermont College admits students David Wojahn
regardless of race, creed, sex or ethnic origin. Visiting Writers
. g J A 3 Jonathan Holden
Scholarships and financial aid available. Li-Young Lee
Further information: R Mo
) o Jill McCorkle
Roger Weingarten, MFA Writing Program, Reginald McKnight
Box 767, Vermont College of Norwich University, Bharati Mukherjee
: A * Frankie Paino
Montpelier, VT 05602 802-828-8840 Robexe Pinisky




Just Published

Private Fame, new stories by Richard Burgin

Praise for Richard Burgin's previous book, Man Without Memory

"The motley psyches in
Mr.Burgin's gallery expose
themselves in eerily funny
monologues.... But itis not
their strangeness alone
that fascinates...Rather, it
is the way they twist mes-
sages from a saner world
tofit their peculiar neuro-
ses. And this is why Mr.
Burgin's stories are so dex-
terous. In them, he has
paused near a border,
shifing his weight ner-
vously, sizing up the wild,
surrealisticlandscape that
liesjustafew paces ahead.”"
-The New York Times

Book Review

LLVATMA

"Burgin has his finger on the pulse of our times... this is an impres-
sive group of stories." -The Philadelphia Inquirer

"Opening this book is like stepping into quicksand. Richard Burgin's
ingenious tales are disconcerting from the word go."
-The Los Angeles Times

"Could Burgin's stories be spearheading a "nineties" movement?
...This collection, which looks squarely into the heart of modern
darkness, deserves a wide readership." - Library Journal

"Tunnels into the lives of a compelling cast of solitaries...Burgin
subtly covers the spectrum of contemporary situations. Man Without
Memory astutely probes the terror of the psyche."

-The Washington Post
" Man Without Memory is a classic waiting to happen."

-St. Petersburg Times

Private Fame is available at better bookstores for $16.95 hard cover, or order directly
from University of Illinois Press, P.O. Box 4856. Hampden Post Office, Baltimore, Md.
21211. Call 1-800-545-4703. Maryland customers, call 301-338-6927.




This year:

STORIES BY

Leo Litwak

Edith Milton
Kyoko Mori

Josip Novakovich
Robley Wilson
ESSAYS BY

Linda Pastan

and Nancy Willard
TRANSLATION OF
Kawabata’s
“Morning Clouds”
by Lane Dunlop
POEMS BY

Judith Ortiz Cofer
Steve Crow

Ellen Gilchrist
Mark Jarman
Michael Pettit
Maxine Scates
Cathy Song
Dabney Stuart
Jeanne Murray Walker
Theodore Worozbyt

$4 current issue
$15 one year
$28 two years
$39 three years

Prairie Schooner

201 Andrews

U. of Nebraska Lincoln
NE 68588-0334

(402) 472-3191
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“An essential publication” — The Boston Globe

“Agni is known for commitment not only to work of consistently
high quality but to thematic subjects of crucial and lasting
significance.” —Joyce Carol Oates

“One of the few spiritual lifelines of the national literary
community” —Sven Birkerts

Founded in 1972, AGNI is a bi-annual of literature and ideas
now published at Boston University

NUMBER 33: Noam Chomsky, Joyce Carol Oates, Rose Moss, Ha Jin,
Andra Neiburga, Stephen Dixon, Tomaz Salamun, Fanny Howe, Mark
Halliday, Rafael Campo, Mark Irwin, Marjorie Agosin, Tom Sleigh,
Maxine Scates, Franz Wright, Ricardo Pau-Llosa, more. Spring 1991.

NUMBER 34: Susanna Kaysen, David Shields, Josip Novakovich,
Leslie Epstein, Roberto Juarroz, John J. Clayton, Martha Collins, Bruce
Bawer, Patricia Traxler, Donald Revell, Natalka Bilotserkivets, Delmira
Agustini, Robert Polito, Peter Dale Scott, Barbara Helfgott Hyett, Shu
Ting, more. Special focus on War. Fall 1991.

Subscriptions: $12/year; $23/two years; $34/three years; (int'l add $4/year)

SPECIAL OFFER: With all three-year subscriptions, receive AGNI
29/30, a 344-page double issue ($12 cover price).

Please enter a O one-year O two-year O three-year (special offer)
subscription for:

Name

Address

City State Zip

Mail, with payment, to: Agni, Boston University, Creative Writing Program,

236 Bay State Road, Boston, Massachusetts 02215. -




