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PREFACE

Books have been put to all sorts of unexpected uses. Tolstoy used
Tatishef’s dictionaries as a test of physical endurance, holding them in his
outstretched hand for five minutes, enduring “terrible pain.” Books (es-
pecially pocket-sized Bibles) have served as armor by deflecting bullets.
And they have served as weapons: two hundred years ago the formidable
Dr. Johnson knocked a man down with a large book.

In a course in writing, what is the proper use of the book in hand? This
anthology contains some one hundred and thirty essays, together with a
few poems, stories, and fables, and numerous “Short Views,” that is, para-
graphs and aphorisms. But these readings are not the subject matter of the
course; the subject matter of a writing course is writing, particularly the
writing the students themselves produce. The responsibilities we felt as
editors, then, were to include selections that encourage and enable stu-
dents to write well, and to exclude selections that do not.

To talk of “enabling” first: Students, like all other writers, write best
when they write on fairly specific topics that can come within their expe-
rience and within their command in the time that they have available to
write. A glance at our table of contents will reveal the general areas with-
in which, we believe, students can find topics they have already given
some thought to and are likely to be encountering in other courses as well:
family relationships, love and courtship; schools; work, sports, and play.

Although other sections (“Messages” and “Art and Life”) are also on
familiar subjects—language, art, and popular culture—the selections
themselves offer ways of thinking about these subjects that may be less
familiar. Television commercials and films, for example, can be thought of
as networks that articulate and transmit values implicit in a culture.

Other sections are about areas of experience that, while hardly remote
from students’ interest, are perhaps more difficult for all of us to grasp
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concretely: the tension between civil rights and liberties and the need for
law and order; matters of gender and ethnic identity; prophecies about the
future. In these sections, therefore, we have taken particular care to
exclude writing that is, for our purposes, too abstract, or too technical, or
too elaborate. Finally, we conclude with “Classic Essays,” ranging from
Jonathan Swift to Martin Luther King, Jr.

As editors we have tried to think carefully about whether selections
we were inclined to use—because they were beautifully written or on a
stimulating topic—would encourage students to write. Such encourage-
ment does not come, we feel, solely from the subject of an essay or from its
excellence; it comes when the essay engenders in the reader a confidence
in the writing process itself. No one quality in essays automatically teach-
es such confidence: not length or brevity, not difficulty or simplicity, not
necessarily clarity, and almost certainly not brilliance. But essays that
teach writing demonstrate, in some way, that the writers had some stake
in what they were saying, took some pains to say what they meant, and
took pleasure in having said it. The selections we include vary in length,
complexity, subtlety, tone, and purpose. Most were written by our con-
temporaries, but not all. The authors include historians, sociologists, sci-
entists, saints, philosophers, and undergraduates, as well as journalists
and other professional writers. And we have included some pictures in
each section. The pictures (beautiful things in themselves, we think) pro-
vide immediate or nearly immediate experiences for students to write
about. But we hope that everything here will allow students to establish
helpful connections between the activities that produced the words (and
pictures) in these pages and their own work in putting critical responses
to them on paper.

Although any arrangement of the selections—thematic, rhetorical,
alphabetical, chronological, or random—would have suited our purposes,
we prefer the thematic arrangement. For one thing, by narrowing our
choices it helped us to make decisions. But more important, we know that
in the real world what people write about is subjects, and we don’t want
to miss any opportunity to suggest that what goes on in writing courses is
something like what goes on outside. The thematic categories are not
intended to be rigid, however, and they do not pretend to be comprehen-
sive; some of the questions following the selections suggest that leaping
across boundaries is permitted, even encouraged. And, for instructors
who prefer to organize their writing course rhetorically, we have added a
selective table of contents organized rhetorically. Finally, we append a
glossary of terms for students of writing.

What's New in the Eighth Edition?

William Hazlitt said that he always read an old book when a new one
was published. We hope that this new edition allows instructors to read
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both at once. We have of course retained those essays and the special fea-
tures (for example the head notes and the Topics for Critical Thinking and
Writing at the end of each essay) that in our experience and the experience
of many colleagues have consistently been of value to instructors and to
students. But guided by suggestions from users of the seventh edition we
have made many changes and additions. In the first five chapters devoted
to reading and writing, users will find additional sections on

e Critical Thinking

* Tone and Persona

® Summarizing and Outlining

® Academic Writing

¢ Interviewing

e Negotiating Agreements (Rogerian Argument)
and several new essays by students. The increased emphasis on argument
has led us to include several letters responding to published essays. The
reader will also find a new checklist, so that we now provide

v A Checklist for Analyzing and Evaluating an Essay That You Are

Writing About

v A Checklist for Editing: Thirteen Questions to Ask Yourself

v’ A Checklist for Rogerian Argument

v A Checklist for Revising Drafts of Arguments
We have also added two new sections of readings:

* Memoirs: Discovering the Past

* The Millennium
and there are new essays in every section. Some of the additions are in
casebooks:

e A Casebook on Divorce

¢ A Casebook on Race

e A Casebook on Computers in the Schools

e A Casebook on Crime

e A Casebook on Cloning
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SELECTED RESOURCES FOR
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

* An updated Instructor’s Manual, Teaching The Little Brown Reader, is
available to adopters of this edition.

¢ [n conjunction with Penguin Putnam, Inc., Longman is proud to intro-
duce “The Penguin Program.” This program allows us to offer a wide
variety of Penguin titles at a significant discount when theyre packaged
with any Longman title. Popular titles include Mike Rose’s Lives on the
Boundary and Possible Lives, and Neil Postman’s Amusing Ourselves to
Death.

® Researching Online, 3/e, by David Munger, gives students detailed, step-
by-step instructions for performing electronic searches, using e-mail,
listservs, Usenet newsgroups, IRCs, and MU*s to do research, and
assessing the validity of electronic sources.

o The Essential Research Guide is a two-page, handy laminated card, featur-
ing guidelines for evaluating different kinds of print and on-line
sources, a list of editing and proofreading symbols, and a list of cross-
curricular web site resources.

® Daedalus Online is the next generation of the highly awarded Daedalus
Integrated Writing Environment (DIWE). This web-based writing envi-
ronment allows students to explore online resources, employ pre-writ-
ing strategies, share ideas in real-time conferences, and post feedback to
an asynchronous discussion board. Daedalus Online also offers instruc-
tors a suite of interactive management tools to guide and facilitate their
students’ interaction. Specifically, instructors can:

Effortlessly create and post assignments;

Link these assignments to online educational resources;

Tie these lessons to selected Longman textbooks;
Customize materials to fit with any instructional preference.

e The English Pages website at (http:/ /www.awlonline.com/englishpages)
provides instructors and students with continuously updated resources
for reading, writing, and research practice in four areas: Composition,
Literature, Technical Writing, and Basic Skills.
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