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PENGUIN TWENTIETH-CENTURY CLASSICS

SELECTED SHORT STORIES

D. H. LAWRENCE

David Herbert Lawrence was born at Eastwood, Nottingham-
shire, in 1885, fourth of the five children of a miner and his
middle-class wife. He attended Nottingham High School and
Nottingham University College. His first novel, The White
Peacock, was published in 1911, just a few weeks after the death
of his mother to whom he had been abnormally close. At this
time he finally ended his relationship with Jessie Chambers (the
Miriam of Sons and Lovers) and became engaged to Louie
Burrows. His career as a schoditeacher was ended in 1911 by the
illness which was ultimately diagnosed as tuberculosis.

In 1912 Lawrence eloped to Germany with Frieda Weekley,
the German wife of his former modern languages tutor. They
were married on their return to England in 1914. Lawrence was
now living, precariously, by his writing. His greatest novels, The
Rainbow and Women in Love, were completed in 1915 and 1916.
The former was suppressed, and he could not find a publisher
for the latter. '

After the war Lawrence began his ‘savage pilgrimage’ in
search of a more fulfilling mode of life than industrial Western
civilization could offer. This took him to Sicily, Ceylon, Australia
and, finally, New Mexico. The Lawrences returned to Europe in
1925. Lawrence’s last novel, Lady Chatterley’s Lover, was banned
in 1928, and his paintings confiscated in 1929. He died in Vence
in 1930 at the age of 44.

Lawrence spent most of his short life living. Nevertheless he
produced an amazing quantity of work — novels, stories, poems,
plays, essays, travel books, translations and letters . . . After his
death Frieda wrote: ‘What he had seen and felt and known he
gave in his writing to his fellow men, the splendour of living, the
hope of more and more life . . . a heroic and immeasurable gift.’

°

Brian Finney teaches literature in the Department of Extra-
Mural Studies at the University of London, The thesis for his
doctorate was the study of D. H. Lawrence’s short fiction. As
well as the present edition, he has edited St Mawr and Other
Stories for Cambridge University Press. He is also the author of
Since How It Is: A Study of Beckeit’s Later Fiction and Christopher
Isherwood: A Critical Biography.



Lawrence’s Life and Works: a Chronology

1885 David Herbert Richards Lawrence born in Eastwood, Notting-
hamshire, the fourth child of Arthur Lawrence, miner, and Lydis,
née Beardsall, formerly a schoolmistress. {

1891-8 He attends Besuwale Bosrd School and becomes the first boy from
that school to win 2 County Council Scholarship to Nottingham High

18981901 School, which he attends uatil 1901.

1901 Begins frequent visits 80 Chambers family at Haggs Farm, and his
relationship with Jessic Chambers (the Miriam of Seas sad Lovers)
which was to develap into an ‘unofficial cagagement’. .

19013 Works as » clerk st Haywood’s surgical sppliances factory. Has to
leave after severe attack of pncumonis.

19026 Pupil-teacher st British School, Eastwood. Sits the King’s Scholar-

ship examination im December 1904 and is placed in the first division
of the first class. A few months Ister be matriculstes and qualifies
himself to take a two-year teachers’ certificate course st Nottingham
University Coliege, beginning in Scptember 1906.

19068 Writes his first poems and stories and begins his first novel Laetitis
(later The White Pescock). Wins Nestinghamshire Gusrdisn Christmas
1907 short story competition with ‘A Prelude’. Loses his faith in
‘a personal, human God’.

1908-11 Tmumusmm Meets Ford Madox
Hueffer who begins to publish his poems and stories in the Enghish
Review and introdeces him to the London literary world. In 1910
he writes his second novel, The Trespasser, in conjunction with Helen
Corke, and begins Paul Morel (lates Sens and Lovers). His relstion-
ship with Jessic Chambers comes to an end. He has a brief affair
with Alice Dax, wifie of an Eastwood chemist, then becomes engaged
to Louic Burrows, who had been s fellow-student at college. In
December 1910 Mrs Lawrence dies of cancer. In January 1911 The
White Pescock is published by Heinemann. Edward Garnett becomes
Lawrence’s mentor. Lawrence becomes seriously ill with pneumonia

. and has to give up schoolteaching.

1912 In March Lawrence meets Friedas Weekley, wife of his former

modern languages tutor, and six wecks later elopes with her to ~

Germany. Lawrence records the vicissitudes of their relationship in

‘Look! We Have Come Through!”. They walk over the Alps into

Italy and settde at Gargnano, where Lawrence finishes Soms and

Lovers and begins The Insurvection of Miss Houghton (later to be

rewritten as The Lost Girl). -

1913 Begins The Sisters, eventually to be split into The Raimbow and
Women in Love, and ltalisn Sketches (later Twilight in Italy). They
return to England in June and begin friendship with John Middleton
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Lawrence's Life and Works: A Chronology

Murry and Katherine Mansfield. They return to Italy (Lerici) in
September. Lawrence works mainly on The Sisters until June, when
they return to England to marry (Frieds having at last obtained
her divorce) and to find a publisher for The Rasnbow. The wedding
takes place at Kensington Registry Office on 13 July 1914. Lawrence
works on revising his short stories for The Prussian Officer. The
outbreak of war the following month prevents the Lawrences from
returning to Italy. At Chesham and Greatham during the next six
months, Lawrence rewrites The Rsinbow. He begins important
friendships with Lady Cynthis Asquith, Lady Ottoline Morrell,
Bertrand Russell and E. M. Forster. In August they move to
Hampstead. Lawrence develops his idea of an idesl community,
Rmn-n,env-ged,atdmnp,mm His plans to form a
revolutionary snti-war party with Russell and Murry collspse. “The
Rasnbow is publishéd by Methuen and immediately suppressed. This
blow, together with the war, ill-health, increasing poverty, the defec-
tion of several friends, humiliating exsminations for military service,
and his inability to get permission to leave the country, brings
Lawrence close to despair and misanthropy — his ‘nightmare’.

The Lawrences move to Corawall where Lawrence writes Women
in Love.

 He begins Studies in Classic Americen Literature. The Lawrences

dre evicted from Comwall om suspicion of spying. In London
Lawrence begins Aeren’s Rod.

They move to Newbury, in Berkshire, then to Mountain Cottage,
MMWW‘MWIAWWMW:
in Exropesn History.

Lawrence is very ill with infleenzs. Moves back to Berkshire. In
Nombu&ehmhnhlﬂyndwtﬂem&pn

Moves to Fontans Vecchis, Tsormista, Sicily. Visits Maurice Magnus
st Moate Cassino.
WmThLatGﬂ,MrNa.,SnulSnMcmdthem
peychoanslysis books; begins Binds, Bessts end Flowers; finishes
Asron’s Red. Revises streies for Englend, My Esgland and The

Ladybird.

Transistes Verga. Visits the Brewsters in Ceylon on the way to
Australis, where he spends the summer at Thirroul, N.S.W., writing
Kengarso. Goes to New Mexice in' September at the invitation of
Mabel Dodge Lubsn. In Decemsber setties at Del Monte ranch,
Questa, near Taos. Finishes Studios a8 Classic American Literature.
Finishes Birds, Beasts and Plowers. Speads the summer at Chapals
in Mexico where he writes Quessalrase] (the first version of The
Plusmed Serpent). Rewrites Mollie Skinner’s novel The House of Elkis
as The Boy-in the Bush. Frieds returns to England in August;
Lawrence follows in December.

Dinner at the Café Royal where Lawrence invites his friends to form
s community st the ranch in Tacs. Only Dorothy Brett accepts and
sccompanics the Lawrences to New Mexico in March. Frieda
scquires Lobo ranch, lster rensmed Kiowa, from Mabel in exchange
for the manuscript of Sens sad Lovers. That summer at the ranch
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Lawrence writes The Woman Who Rode Away, St Mawr, The
Princess and the New Mexico sections of Mormings in Mexico.
Lawrence’s father dies. In November the Lawrences move to Oaxaca,
Mexico, where Lawrence writes the Mexican sections of Mornings in
Mexico and rewrites Quetzalcoatl.
In February Lawrence almost dies of malaria. In Mexico City a
doctor tells Frieds that he is dying of consumption. He puts rouge
on his cheeks to get back across the border. Recuperates at the ranch
and writes Devid and Reflections on the Death of & Porcupine. In
September the Lawrences return to Europe and settle at Spotorno
in Italy, where Lawrence writes Sus.
Writes The V| s and the Gipsy. Quarrels with Frieda and leaves
her for seversh weeks. Has an abortive affair with Dorothy Brett.
In May the Lswrences move to the Villa Mirenda, Scandicci, near
Florence. In the late summer Lawrence makes his last visit to
England. On his return he writes The First Lady Chatterley. Takes
up painting seriously.
Writes second version of Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Makes Etruscan
“pilgrimage with Esrl Brewster. Writes The Escaped Cock and
Etruscan Places. Begins final version of Lady Chatterley's Lover.
Prepares The Women Who Rode Away and Other Stories for
publication.
In June the Lawrences move to Switzerland and settle at Gsteig.
hmkmy&lmm&,mmmpﬂuﬁdﬁm
painting. In October he visits Richard Aldington on Port Cros, then
scttles in Bandol. Begins Pensies. Lady Chatterley’s Lover published,
mthcomequentfwue
Visits Faris in the spring, then Mallorcs. Lawrence’s paintings
exhibited at the Warren Gallery in London. On the day the show
is raided by the police Lawrence collapses at Forte dei Marmi.
He goes to Bavaria for treatment, but returns, no better, to Bandol
in September. Writes Netrles and Lest Poems. Begins Apocalypse.
On Dr Morland’s recommendation Lawrence enters Ad Astra sana-
torium st Vence in Februsry. After three weeks with no improve-
ment, he is moved by Frieds and Aldous and Maria Huxley to a
nearby villa where he dies the following night. He is buried at Vence.
Lawrence’s body exhumed, cremated, and the ashes taken to Taos
where Frieda’s third husband, Angelo Ravagli, has built 2 small
shrine above the ranch.
Frieda dies and is buried outside the shrine.

KEITH SAGAR
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PENGUIN TWENTIETH-CENTURY CLASSICS

SELECTED SHORT STORIES

D. H. LAWRENCE

David Herbert Lawrence was born at Eastwood, Nottingham-
shire, in 1885, fourth of the five children of a miner and his
middle-class wife. He attended Nottingham High School and
Nottingham University College. His first novel, The White
Peacock, was published in 1911, just a few weeks after the death
of his mother to whom he had been abnormally close. At this
time he finally ended his relationship with Jessie Chambers (the
Miriam of Sons and Lovers) and became engaged to Louie
Burrows. His career as a schoditeacher was ended in 1911 by the
illness which was ultimately diagnosed as tuberculosis.

In 1912 Lawrence eloped to Germany with Frieda Weekley,
the German wife of his former modern languages tutor. They
were married on their return to England in 1914. Lawrence was
now living, precariously, by his writing. His greatest novels, The
Rasnbow and Women in Love, were completed in 1915 and 1916.
The former was suppressed, and he could not find a publisher
for the latter. '

After the war Lawrence began his ‘savage pilgrimage’ in
search of a more fulfilling mode of life than industrial Western
civilization could offer. This took him to Sicily, Ceylon, Australia
and, finally, New Mexico. The Lawrences returned to Europe in
1925. Lawrence’s last novel, Lady Chatterley’s Lover, was banned
in 1928, and his paintings confiscated in 1929. He died in Vence
in 1930 at the age of 44.

Lawrence spent most of his short life living. Nevertheless he
produced an amazing quantity of work — novels, stories, poems,
plays, essays, travel books, translations and letters . . . After his
death Frieda wrote: ‘What he had seen and felt and known he
gave in his writing to his fellow men, the splendour of living, the
hope of more and more life . . . a heroic and immeasurable gift.’

®

Brian Finney teaches literature in the Department of Extra-
Mural Studies at the University of London, The thesis for his
doctorate was the study of D. H. Lawrence’s short fiction. As
well as the present edition, he has edited St Mawr and Other
Stories for Cambridge University Press. He is also the author of
Since How It Is: A Study of Beckett’s Later Fiction and Christopher
Isherwood: A Critical Biography.
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Lawrence's Life and Works: a Chronology

1885 David Herbert Richards Lawrence borm in Esstwood, Notting-
hamshire, the fourth child of Arthur Lawrence, miner, and Lydis,
née Beardsall, formerly a schoolmistress.

1891-8 He attends Besuwale Bosrd School and becomes the first boy from
that school to win a County Council Scholarship to Nottingham High

18981901 School, which he attends uatil 1901.

1901 Begins frequent visits 80 Chambers family st Haggs Farm, and his
relationship with Jessic Chambers (the Miriam of Sews end Levers)
which was to develap into an ‘unofficial engagement’. ;

89013 Works as a clerk st Hayweod’s surgical spplisnces factory. Has to
leave after severe attack of pacumonis.

19026 Pupil-teacher at British School, Eastwood. Sits the King's Scholar-

ship examination in December 1904 and is placed in the first-division
of the first class. A few moaths lster he matriculstes and quelifies
himself to take s two-yesr teachers’ cestificate course st Nottingham
University College, beginning in September 1906.

1906-8 Writes his first poems and stories and begins his first novel Laeritis
(later The White Pescock). Wins Nestinghomshire Gusrdian Christmas
1907 short stary competition with ‘A Prelude’. Loses his faith in
‘a personal, human God’.

190811 Teaches at Davideon Road School, Croydon. Meets Ford Madox
Hueffer who begins to publish his poems and stories in the Enghish
Review and introduces him to the London literary world. In 1910
he writes his second movel, The Trespssser, in conjunction with Helen
Corke, and begins Pasl Morel (lates Soms and Lovers). His
ship with Jessic Chambers comes to an end. He has a brief affair
with Alice Dax, wife of an Eastwood chemist, then becomes engaged
to Louic Burrows, who had been a fellow-student at college. In
December 1910 Mrs Lawrence dies of cancer. In January 1911 The
White Pescock is published by Heinemann. Edward Garnett becomes
Lawrence’s mentor. Lawrence becomes seriously ill with pneumonia

. and has to give up schoolteaching.

1912 In March Lawreace meets Fricda Weekley, wife of his former

modern languages tutor, and six wecks Ister clopes with her to

Germany. Lawrence records the vicissitudes of their relationship in

‘M.’Wclthmef.Thqw‘alkmtheMplinw

Italy and settle at Gargnano, where Lawrence finishes Sons and

Lovers and begins The Inswrvection of Miss Houghton (later to be

rewritten as The Lost Girl). -

1913 Begins The Sisters, eventually to be split into The Rainbow and
Weomen in Love, and ltalien Sketches (later Twilight in Italy). They
return to England in June and begin friendship with John Middleton
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Murry and Katherine Mansfield. They return to Italy (Lerici) in
September. Lawrence works mainly on The Sisters until June, when
they return to England to merry (Frieda having at last obtained
her divorce) and to find a publisher for The Rassbow. The wedding
takes place at Kensington Registry Office on 13 July 1914. Lawrence
works on revising his short stories for The Prussian Officer. The
outbreak of war the following month prevents the Lawrences from
returning to Italy. At Chesham and Greatham during the next six
months, Lawrence rewrites The Rsisbew. He begins important
friendships with Lady Cynthia Asquith, Lady Ottoline Morrell,
Bertrand Russell and E. M. Forster. In August they move to
Hampstesd. Lawrence develops his idea of an ideal community,
Rsnanim, envissged, st this stage, in Florida. His plans to form a
revolutionary snti-war party with Russell and Murry collapse. The
Rasinbow is publishéd by Methuen and immediately suppressed. This
blow, together with the war, ill-health, increasing poverty, the defec-
and his insbility to get permission to leave the country, brings
Lawrence close to despair and misanthropy — his ‘nightmare’.

The Lawrences move to Corawall where Lawrence writes Women
in Love.

* He begins Studies in Classic American Litersture. The Lawrences

dre evicted from Comwall om suspicion of spying. In London
Lawrence begins Asren’s Rod.

They move to Newbury, in Berkshire, then to Mountain Cottage,
Middleton-by-Wirksworth, Derbyshire. Lawrence writes Movements
in Exropean History.

Lawrence is very ill with infleenzs. Moves back to Berkshire. In
November the Lawreaces leave for Italy and settle in Capri.

Moves to Fontans Vecchia, Tsormisa, Sicily. Visits Maurice Magnus
at Moate Cassino.

Writes The Lost Girl, Mr Neon, Ses end Sardinia and the two
psychoanslysis books; begins Binds, Bessts end Flowers; finishes
Asren’s Red. Revises streies for Enxglend, My Englond and The

Ladybird.

Transistes Verga. Visits the Brewsters in Ceylon on the way to
Australis, where he spends the summer at Thirroul, N.S.W., writing
Kengereo. Goes to New Mexice in September at the invitation of
Mabel Dodge Luban. In December settles at Del Monte ranch,
Questa, near Tacs. Finishes Studies is Classic Americen Literature.
Finishes Birds, Beasts and Plowers. Speads the summer st Chapals
in Mexico where he writes Quesssloost/ (the first version of The
Plussed Serpent). Rewrites Mollie Skinner’s novel The House of Ellis
a8 The Boy—in the Bush. Frieds returns to England in August;
Lawrence follows in Decemabes.

Dinner st the Café Royal where Lawrence invites his friends to form
s community at the ranch in Taos. Only Dorothy Brett accepts and
sccompanics the Lawrences o New Mexico in March. Frieda
acquires Lobo ranch, lster rensmed Kiowa, from Mabel in exchange
for the manuscript of Sens sad Lovers. That summer st the ranch



1925

1936

1937

1928

1930

1935

1956

Lavrence's Life and Works: A Chronology 9

Lawrence writes The Woman Who Rode Away, St Mawr, The
Princess and the New Mexico sections of Morwings in Mesico.
Lawrence’s father dies. In November the Lawrences move to Oaxaca,
Mexico, where Lawrence writes the Mexican sections of Mornings in
Mexico and rewrites Quetzslcoatl.
In February Lawrence almost dies of malaria. In Mexico City a
doctor tells Frieds that he is dying of consumption. He puts rouge
on his cheeks to get back across the border. Recuperates at the ranch
and writes Devid and Reflections on the Death of a Porcupine. In
September the Lawrences return to Europe and settle at Spotorno
in Italy, where Lawrence writes Sus.
Writes The Vi » end the Gipsy. Quarrels with Frieda and leaves
her for seversh weeks. Has an abortive affair with Dorothy Brett.
In May the Lawrences move to the Villa Mirenda, Scandicci, near
Florence. In the late summer Lawrence makes his last visit to
England. On his return he writes The First Lady Chatterley. Takes
up painting seriously.
Writes second version of Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Makes Etruscan
“pilgrimage with Esrl Brewster. Writes The Escaped Cock and
Etruscan Places. Begins final version of Lady Chatterley’s Lover.
Prepares The Women Who Rode Away and Other Stories for
In June the Lawrences move to Switzerland and settle at Gsteig.
Lawrence is too wesk to work, except on newspaper articles and
painting. In October he visits Richard Aldington on Port Cros, then
scttles in Bandol. Begins Pensies. Lady Chstterley's Lover published,
with consequent furore.
Visits Faris in the spring, then Mallorcs. Lawrence’s paintings
exhibited at the Warren Gallery in London. On the day the show
is raided by the police Lawrence collapses at Forte dei Marmi.
He goes to Bavaria for treatment, but returns, no better, to Bandol
in September. Writes Nettles and Last Poems. Begins Apocalypse.
On Dr Morland’s recommendation Lawrence enters Ad Astra sana-
torium st Vence in February. After three weeks with no improve-
ment, he is moved by Frieds and Aldous and Maria Huxley to a
nearby vills where he dies the following night. He is buried at Vence.
Lawrence’s body exhumed, cremated, and the ashes taken to Taos
where Fricds’s third husband, Angelo Ravagli, has built 2 small
shrine above the-ranch.
Frieda dies and is buried outside the shrine.

KEITH SAGAR



