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PREFACE

At the beginning of 1988 the Austrian mathematical community was
preparing to celebrate the sixtieth birthday of one of its outstanding
members, Wilfried Nobauer, professor at Vienna Technical University.
As one of the main points of these celebrations, an international con-
ference on general algebra was planned. The fate did not allow prof.
Nobauer to attend this congress: he inexpectedly died on February 12,
1988, four months before his anniversary. It was our sad duty to turn
the jubilee-conference into a memorial one. Under these auspices, from
August 21 to 27, 1988, 83 algebraists from 21 countries of the world
met in Krems presenting and discussing their recent results.

The present volume is — with the exception of two surveys — the
collection of those contributions which did not yet appear in print else-
where. vAII these manuscripts were subject to a refereeing system and
| wish to express here my thanks to the referees for their work. Unfor—
tunately, some authors did not send their contribution within the deadline
resp. withdrew it at the last moment, thus reducing the size of this
volume. Nevertheless, these proceedings reflect the actual research*work
in various branches of algebra.

As organiser of the conference and editor of this volume | would
like to express on behalf of all participants the gratitude to the Bundes-
ministerium flr Wissenschaft und Forschung, the Nieder&sterreichische
Landesregierung, the Osterreichische Forschungsgemeinschaft, the rector
of the TU Wien and the Verein der Freunde und Absolventen der TU
Wien for their financial suppart: withoyt their help, it would have been
impossible to make the conference as international as it was and to

print the proceedings. Last not least, we should not forget to mention



the hospitality of the authorities of the town of Krems and of the Piada-
gogische Akademie in Krems, where the conference took place. | think
the best way to express how we enjoyed staying there is just to say:

"We'll come again!”.

Wien, December 1989 The editor
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