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Why
Consider
Opposing
Viewpoints?

"It is better to debate a question without settling it than

to settle a question without debating it."”’
Joseph Joubert (1754-1824)

The Importance of Examining Opposing Viewpoints

The purpose of the Opposing Viewpoints books, and this book
in particular, is to present balanced, and often difficult to find,
opposing points of view on complex and sensitive issues.

Probably the best way to become informed is to analyze the posi-
tions of those who are regarded as experts and well studied on
issues. It is important to consider every variety of opinion in an
attempt to determine the truth. Opinions from the mainstream of
society should be examined. But also important are opinions that
are considered radical, reactionary, or minority as well as those
stigmatized by some other uncomplimentary label. An important
lesson of history is the eventual acceptance of many unpopular and
even despised opinions. The ideas of Socrates, Jesus, and Galileo
are good examples of this.

Readers will approach this book with their own opinions on the
issues debated within it. However, to have a good grasp of one's
own viewpoint, it is necessary to understand the arguments of
those with whom one disagrees. It can be said that those who do
not completely understand their adversary's point of view do not
fully understand their own.



