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Preface to the Second Edition

lthough many features will be familiar

to readers of the first edition, this sec-
ond edition also contains extensive revi-
sions and additions. For the benefit of new
readers, it may be useful to highlight, first,
basic principles common to both editions
and then new features of the second.

Basic Principles of
Twentieth-Century World

Global Integration. The goal of Twen-
tieth-Century World is to help students un-
derstand how our world has evolved since
World War I. No subject of such scale can
be intelligible unless organized according to
clear principles. The foremost of these prin-
ciples is that the world is a tightly integrated
whole. Today, responsible citizenship re-
quires understanding global interrelation-
ships. To explain these interrelationships,
Twentieth-Century World emphasizes global
patterns of integration and examines issues
and events, not as unique occurrences, but
in terms of their global impact. For example,
Chapter 4 examines the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion not just as a turning point in Russian
history but also as this century’s most influ-
ential revolutionary experience.

Balanced and Selective Coverage. The
authors reject an approach based on Europe
or the United States. Instead, this book pro-
vides balanced coverage of both developed
and developing societies, of both Western
and non-Western worlds. In keeping with
their emphasis on global integration, the au-
thors also reject the incremental method,

which assumes that adding together na-
tional histories produces world history. In-
stead, this book takes a selective and the-
matic, not an encyclopedic, approach. The
goal is to enable students to identify major
themes, see them illustrated in selected
cases, and thus perceive world history as
more than a jumble of details. Selectivity
permits meaningful discussion of examples
taken up in the book and leaves instructors
free to develop alternative examples in
class.

A Multifaceted Conception of History.
Twentieth-Century World discusses a broad
range of subjects—economic, social, politi-
cal, artistic, scientific, and military—to con-
vey a fully rounded understanding of the
contemporary world. Every chapter con-
siders several of these subjects. Certain
chapters perform special functions, how-
ever. Chapter 1 explains the book’s themes.
Chapters 2 and 18 illuminate these themes
pictorially and through discussion of repre-
sentative social environments of both the
early and late twentieth century. Chapter 2
contrasts a European capital and a colonial
village at the start of the century. Chapter
18 compares two present-day supermetrop-
olises, one in an affluent country and one
in a Third World country. The narrative
chapters, beginning with Chapter 3, em-
phasize political, economic, and social de-
velopments. Chapter 7, however, explores
the century’s most influential intellectual
and artistic innovations. Chapter 19 ana-
lyzes such vital future-oriented issues as
population, environment, and nuclear arms
control.
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Clearly Stated Themes. The authors
have organized this book around five major
themes defined in Chapter 1.

1. Global interrelatedness and its shifting pat-
terns, from the 1914 world of great pow-
ers and colonies to today’s world of in-
terdependence amid scarcity.

2. Disequilibrium among cultures in an era of
accelerating change, an imbalance that has
repeatedly produced conflict between
economically and technologically domi-
nant powers, on the one hand, and
weaker societies struggling for indepen-
dence and development, on the other.

3. The rise of the mass society, sometimes in
the form of pluralistic democracy, more
often in the form of mass-based dictator-
ship.

4. Technology’'s ambiguous triumph over na-
ture, culminating in humankind’s power
to destroy the earth.

5. The search for appropriate values, promp-
ted by doubt whether the values that
have shaped this century’s dominant so-
cieties are conducive to humanity’s fu-
ture welfare.

Other aids to understanding include di-
vision of the text into parts, chapters, sec-
tions, and subsections, as well as italiciza-
tion of key terms. Maps, illustrations, and a
timeline enhance the text, as do suggestions
for further reading at the end of each chap-
ter. These aids, especially the illustrations,
have been revised for the second edition.

New Features of the Second Edition

World events have required many changes
since the 1986 edition. Readers’ comments,
new publications, and further reflection
have also suggested many ways to refine
parts of the first edition. As a result, com-

parison of the two editions will disclose
changes greater than would have been re-
quired simply to cover events since 1985.

In Part 1, Chapter 1 has been exten-
sively rewritten, and the second theme has
been reformulated as disequilibrium among
cultures in an era of accelerating change.
Changes in Chapter 2 underscore how mis-
leading it can be to draw hasty value judg-
ments from comparison of the two societies
discussed.

In Part 2, Chapter 4 has been revised to
highlight more effectively the comparison of
the Soviet, Mexican, and Chinese revolu-
tions, and Gandhi’s challenge to British rule
in India. Chapter 6 now includes a brief ac-
count of the Spanish Civil War. A section on
“Recent Intellectual Trends’’ brings Chap-
ter 7 to the present and extends the discus-
sion to the non-Western world.

In Part 3, revisions have aimed at brev-
ity, clarification of specific concepts, or in-
troduction of better examples. Chapter 9, on
Africa, also has a new, comparative conclu-
sion. Chapter 10, on Asia, has a new over-
view that looks comparatively at the devel-
opment of Asian civilizations.

In Part 4, discussion of the post-1945 pe-
riod begins, and the degree of revision in-
creases. In Chapter 12, treatment of the Eu-
ropean Common Market now takes into
account the dramatic changes planned for
1992, and the story of superpower relations
includes the Reagan-Gorbachev negotia-
tions. Chapter 13 has been refocused on the
growth of resistance to the welfare state. A
discussion of Thatcher’s Britain now rein-
forces the first edition’s comparison of the
Reagan and Mitterrand governments. An
entirely new Chapter 14 analyzes the inter-
nal history of the Soviet Union and its East-
ern European satellites from Stalin to Gor-
bachev. Unfortunately, the production
schedule for this edition has not permitted



including a detailed account of the East Eu-
ropean Communist parties’ collapse in the
last months of 1989.

In Part 5, extensive updating begins
with the data used to illustrate demo-
graphic, social, and economic issues. Chap-
ter 15 contains new information on Latin
America’s debt crisis, Catholic political ac-
tivism, and the move away from military
politics. Chapter 16 looks anew at Africa’s
environmental and social problems and ex-
amines South Africa’s black rebellion.
Chapter 17 contains a new introductory
overview and conclusion, paralleling those
in Chapter 10. Other changes discuss Kho-
meini’s Iran, the Palestinian uprising in
Gaza and the West Bank, Indian politics,
China’s democracy movement, and Japan’s
rapid growth in economic power since the
1985 yen revaluation.

In Part 6, the most important changes
appear in Chapter 19’s discussion of future-
oriented issues. A new section on climatic
change and a greater emphasis on arms con-
trol in the section on nuclear weapons ad-
dress the two most important, recent
changes in the issues discussed. The current
rethinking of national and global security—
in terms of the ecological sustainability and
developmental needs of human societies,
more than their military capabilities—ties to-
gether the issues discussed in this chapter
with new cogency.

Authorship and Acknowledgments

The writing of Twentieth-Century World has
been a profoundly collaborative venture.
The authors have sought, from their first
days in team-teaching world history, to
achieve a community of views about themes
and interpretations. They have been their
own most persistent critics, always with an
eye to enhancing the thematic integrity of
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the book. Within this symbiotic relation-
ship, Carter Findley wrote Chapter 1 {with
contributions from John Rothney), the sec-
tion on Dinshawai in Chapter 2, Chapters
8-10 and 15-17, the section on Cairo in
Chapter 18, and Chapter 19. John Rothrey
wrote the section on Berlin in Chapter 2,
Chapters 3-7 (with contributions from
Carter Findley in Chapter 4), Chapters 11~
14, and the section on Los Angeles in Chap-
ter 18. The authors are indebted to the fol-
lowing scholars for valuable comments:

Ronald Anchak, Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania

Lloyd M. Beecher, California Polytechnic State
University

David Gilmartin, North Carolina State Univer-
sity

Donald C. Holsinger, San Diego State Univer-
sity

Joseph A. Jarvis, East Stroudsburg University

Lyman Johnson, University of North Carolina,
Charlotte

Robert Koehl, University of Wisconsin—Mad-
ison

William L. Ochsenwald, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute

Edward J. O’Day, Southern Illinois University

Larry D. Wilcox, University of Toledo

In addition to those named in the first
edition, scholars who assisted in prepara-
tion of the second edition are Kenneth An-
drien, James Bartholomew, Robert Baum,
Alan Beyerchen, Samuel Chu, Martha
Garland, Ralph Gauvey, Ali Mazrui, Carl
Petry, Claire Robertson, Leila Rupp, Viadi-
mir Steffel, Shibley Telhami, and Warren
Van Tine. The authors are greatly indebted
to the Houghton Mifflin editorial staff. Spe-
cial thanks are due to Chris Burton and Jan-




xvi  Preface

ice Gulker of the Ohio State History Depart-
ment. By what they understood, what they
showed was not understandable, and what
they contributed of their own, thousands of
Ohio State students have contributed to the
making of this book.

Carter Findley gratefully acknowledges
the encouragement of four generations of
family members: Inez Vaughn Oliver; Eliza-

beth and John Findley; Lucia Findley and
Clay Findley; and Madeleine and Benjasmin
Findley. John Rothney is grateful for the en-
during friendship of Malcolm and Delores
Baroway, Ronald Coons, Edward Hart, and
Sheila Porter.
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