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. DAWN OF A NEW ERA
IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Introduction

At the turn of the present century world capital-
ism entered the stage of imperialism. The capital-
ist world then comprised six big imperialist
powers and a number of smaller imperialist
countries. Although imperialism was alrcady then
rent by its inherent internal and external antagon-
isms, and the various countries differed signifi-
cantly from one another, it was a more or less
integral system embracing practically the whole
world.

The monopolies, reflecting the interests of the
millionaires and multi-millionaires, amassed
fabulous wealth by mercilessly exploiting the work-
ers of their own countries and brutally oppressing
and openly plundering the colonial pcoples.

Imperialism was in its heyday. It suppressed
and robbed and bossed the world. Reaction and
agagression ran rampant.

The rival imperialist powers began to reparti-
lion the world they had already divided among
themselves. They entered into a struggle that
culminated in a bloody shambles, the imperialist
First World War of 1914-18.



Those were the years when the general crisis
of capitalism set in. The main symptoms of the
ripening and devclopment of the crisis were: the
revolutionary struggle of the proletariat and its
class allies (primarily the exploited masses of
the peasantry); the national liberation movement
in the colonies and dependencies, in other
words, the awakening of the peoples of Asia,
Africa and other parts of the world; and massive
anti-war actions by the people. The chicl indica-
tion of the general crisis of capitalism was thc
Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia in
1917.

The Socialist Revelufion in Russia;
its World-wide Significance

In October 1917 a victorious socialist revolution
took place in Russia. It came about as a result
of the extreme aggravation of all the contradic-
tions of the world capitalist system. Russia proved
to have a social and political force capable of
overthrowing the old order and blazing the trail
to socialism. }

The Great October Socialist Revolution in Rus-
sia had world-wide significance. It tremendously
influenced the entire course of world history and
the destiny of all mankind.

First of all, the QOctober Revolution undermined
imperialism’s world-wide domination. It breached
the hitherto solid tront of world imperialism and



split the world into two opposing systems, the
capitalist and the socialist. Ever since then the
struggle between these two diametrically opposite
systems has been the pivot of world politics and
international relations.

The October Revolution took Russia’s factories,
railways, banks, the land and its natural resources
away from the exploiting classes and made them
the property of the working people. This swept
away the centuries-old idea that private ownership
of the mcans of production was “immutable” and
“inviolable”. Tt sct working pecople all over the
world an inspiring cxample.

The state also took possession of the factories
and mines in Russia that were owned by foreign
capitalists, who had been making encrmous profits
by exploiting the workers and rapaciously plunder-
ing the country’s natural riches.

The Soviet Government annulled the foreign
debts of the tsarist government and the bour-
geois provisional government, amounting to the
huge sum of more than 19,000 million gold rubles.

A state monopoly on foreign trade was estab-
lished. Foreign countries and companies could
now trade with Soviet Russia only through state
bodics or co-operative societies. The foreign trade
monopoly gave the young Soviet industries reli-
able protection against imperialist economic inter-
vention and pressure. It played an important part
in the planning of exports and imports. An
integral clement of Soviet cconomic policy, it
contributed notably to the building of socialism.
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With revolutionary vigour the Soviet Govern-
ment annulled all the imperialist deals and agree-
ments which Russia’s former rulers had concluded
in order to oppress and exploit other nations and
nationalities.

The Soviet Republic became a powerful sup-
port for the world revolutionary and national
liberation movement, a bright beacon lighting up
the road for all the oppressed, a graphic example,
a magnet for the revolutionary forces and an
active and consistent champion of their interests.

Colonial System Enters Crisis

The October Revolution marked the end of the
“golden age” of colonialism. It ushered in a ncw
stage in the history of the national liberation
movement in the colonics and dependencies. After
overthrowing the capitalists and landowners the
QOctober Revolution emancipated all the oppressed
pcoples of the former Russian empire, proclaimed
their cguality and paved the way for their fra-
ternal co-orcration and friendship. This set an
example of how imperialism’s colonial system
could be destroyed. It started the distategration
of colonialism and opened up real possibilities of
expelling the colonialists.

The Marxist-Leninist solution of the national-
ities problem in Sovict Russia set the world an
inspiring example. Men and women everywhere
caw that formerly opnressed peoples had become

8



truly {irce and cqual for the first time in history
The QOctober Revolution greatly stimulated the
further awakening of the peoples in the colonies
and dependencies; it drew them into a general
struggle (together with the socialist state and with
the workers and their class allies in the capitalist
countries) against world imperialism. The cxample
of Russia’s outlying rogions ix_nhe.lbited by many
different non-Russian nationalitics decmonstrated
that it was fully possible for Eastern an 1 African
countries to put an end to backwardness, poverty,
discase and ignorance, and to rise to the level of
the industrialised countries in the lifetime of
single generation.

To sum up, the Great October Socialist Revolu-
tion opened up a new cra in the history of man-
kind.

The period of necarly halt a century since 1917
convincingly shows that our cra, w hose main con-
tent is the transition from capitalizm to socialism
lthat was begun by the Great October Socialist
Revolution, is an era of struggle ketween the two
opnosing systems: an era of sorcialist revolutions
and nationa! liberation revolutions; an era of the
collapse of imperialism and the abolition of the
colonial system; an cra in which more and more
pee oples arc taking the road to socialism; an era
of the triumph of socialism on a world-wide scale.



[l. FROM THE REVOLUTION
OF 1917 TO THE RISE
OF SOCIALISM !N CTHER COUNTRIES

New Principles Are Freclaimed

One of the epoch-making results of the Great
October Socialist Revolution was that it created
the first state in history which really and truly
advocated pecace and carried out new principles
in international 1‘;_]' tions. Mankind now acquired
a reliable bulwark against wars of conquest and
a champion of pence and security.

Before that a fight for peace and against impe-
vialist aggression had becn propounded in books,
pamphlets and articles written by proletarian
leaders, in Marxist study groups and at workers’
mecetings and rallies. Now this becwne the
general foreign policy line of the great Sovicet
Union.

The fundamental Soviet foreign poligy line and
its main principles—peaceful coexistence of coun-
trics with different social systems, and proletarian
internationalism—were sct forth in Lenin’s Decree
on Peace, adopted by thc Second Congress of
Soviets on November 8, 1917. This was the first
legislative act in history to condemn predatory
wars as a heinous crime against mankind.
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Addressing all the belligerent countries and
their governments, the Deciee proposcd immedi-
ate negotiations for a general, just and democratic
peace.

The Dccrce gave an exhaustive definition of
anncxation as any act by which a large or slrong
country forcibly joins to itself a small or weak
nationality without the latter’s agrecement or wish
having been precisely, clearly and voluntarily ex-
pressed, regardless of when this act takes place,
what the afincxed nation’s level of development
is, or which part of the weorld it inhabits. The
definition had tremendous significance, for it laid
barc the foundations and main objectives of impe-
rialist forcign poiicy, the foundations of coloni-
alism. Furthermore, the Decrce cn Peace showed
that from its very birth the Soviet Republic cham-
pioned the interests of oppressed peoples.

The new supreme governing body declared that
the peoples of the Land of Soviets wanted peace
and friendship with all the peoples of the world.

Lenin’s Decree aroused a wave of enthusiastic
approval all over the world. It opened up a new
era in the battle for peace and the security of the
peoples.

Thanks to thc Great October Socialist Revolu-
tion, which Lenin called an uprising of workers
and peasants to emancipate the nations from im-
perialism and “put an cnd to wars among
nations”’, pcople’s anti-war sentiments were embod-
icd, for the first time, in a clear and precise pro-
gramme of effective action by the millions under

/1]



the leadership of the proletariat. As Lenin put it,
this was “the first victory for the cause of abolish-
ing war'’'.

Immediately after the revolution Lenin called
cn the working people to promote peaceful eco-
nomic and cultural development. Carrying out this
policy, the Soviet people expressed their desire
to establish business-like co-operation with other
countrics.

Imperialists Try to Strangle
the Young Scviet Republic

Co-operation was not what the imperialist circles
in the capitalist countries wanted, however. Their
aim was to destroy the young Soviet system.

The German imperialists were the first to
invade the Soviet Republic. Next the governments
of Britain, France, Japan and the United States
began armed intervention against it after having
defeated Germany and her allies in the First World
War. The Soviet people, inspired and led by the
Communist Party, showed the world that it was
ilmpossible to conquer a nation whose workers
and peasants realised they were deleudmg the
rule of the working people.

By their militant solidarity the proletariat and
the rest of the working population in the capital-
ist countries, the colonies and the dependencies
greatly helped Soviet Russia. Inspired by the
Great Of“tobel Socialist Revolution and the Soviet
recople’s heroic fight against the interventionists,
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thc oppressed Asian and Atfrican pcoples intensi-
fied their struggle against the imperialist colonial-
ists. This helped Soviet Russia and undermined
imperialism still further.

Therefore, when the imperialist rulers of the
countries that had won the First World War (Brit-
ain, France, the United States, Italyv and Japan),
called the Conference of Parisin 1919 to divide the
plunder and establish a postwar order, they devoted
a great deal of attention to the “Russian question”
(that is, the“question of how to subjugate Soviet
Russia). They also discussed what to do with Ger-
many’s African and Far Eastern colonies and Tur-
key's African and East Mediterrancan possessions.

The Conference of Paris was actually not a
peace conference but a world centre of anti-Soviet
intrigue and intervention. Here the imperialist
powers decided to set up an economic blockade
of Soviet Russia and to surround her with a sys-
tem of what they called “sanitary cordons’.

Bitter wrangling broke out among the imperi-
alist vultures while dividing the former German
and Turkish possecssions. This did not divert them,
however, from their efforts to combat the nation-
al liberation movement in the colonies and depen-
dencies and the revolutionary movement at home.

Versailles System: Anfi-Soviet
and Colonialist

In 1919-20 the countries that had won the
war drafted and then signed peace treaties with
vanquished Germany and her allies. The system of



international relations formulated in the treatics
came to be known as the Versailles system, after
the name of the treaty with Germany, which was
signed in the Hall of Mirrors of the Versailles
Palace.

This impecrialist system of international rela-
tions could not be a stable one. As Lenin re
marked, it stood on the edge of a volcano.

The Leaguc of Nations, which was created by
the Paris Conference, formed an integral part of
the system. The imperialists called the League an
instrument of international peace and security,
but actually it was an instrument to preserve and
strengthen capitalism, an instrument to combat
the revolutionary and national liberation move-
ments and the Soviet Republic. The League of
Nations, Lenin said, was “marked by the absence
of anything resembling the establishment of the
real equality of rights between nations, anything
-esembling a real chance of their peaceful
coexistence”.

The impeiialists used the League of Nations and
the mandate system as a screen for colonial plun-
der and oppression. Like brigands, they divided
the world among themselves and then, in the
name of the League of Nations, gave onc another
“mandates” to govern the former German colonies
and Turkish posscssions.

The main part of former German East Africa
(Tanganyika) went to Britain, Ruanda-Urundi to
Belgium, Kionga to Portugal, and the Cameroons

14



and Togo to Britain and France. I'ormer German
South-West Africa was handed over to the Union
of South Africa, a British Dominion.

Germany’s Pacific possessions north of the
cquator (the Marianna, Marshall and Caroline
islands) were put under Japanese control. New
Guinea went to the ZEritish Dominion of New
Zealand, while the former German naval base in
Tsingtao on Chinese territory and the concession
in Shantung were given to Japan, who had scized
them during the war.

Under the Treaty with Turkey, Britain laid
hands on Palestine, Transjordania and Iraq, while
France took Syria and the Lcbanon. Turkey offi-
cially renounced the rights she had earlier lost in
Egypt, the Sudan and Cyprus in favour of Brit-
ain, her rights in Morocco and Tunisia in favour
of France, and her rights in Libya in favour of
Ttaly.

That was how the imperialisis redivided the
colonies and spheres of influence among them-
selves. The people of many countries found them-
selves under the heel of new masters.

The imperialists failed to settle the “Russian
queslion”, however, for this was not within their
powers. The Soviet people repulsed all their
efforts to do so.

Desirous of regulating its relations with the
capitalist countries by peaceful means and of
cstablishing broad business ties with them, on
October 28, 1921, the Soviet Government
addressed a note to a number of governments in
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which it stressed the possibility and desirability of
peaccful coexistence and co-operation between
states belonging to the two social systems. The
Soviet Government proposed an international con-
ference to scitle the outstanding issues. At this
conference Soviet Russia would hear out the claims
of the capitalist countries and the latter would
hear out Soviet Russia’s claims on them. In other
words, it proposed necgotiations and agreemecents
on cqual terms.

Plans of the Imperialisis
at the Geneca Conference

Meceting in the French town of Cannes on Jan-
uary 6, 1922, represcntatives of Britain, France,
Italy, Japan and Belgium took a decision to call
an international confercence with the participation
of Soviet Russia.

While professing to recognise the sovercign
rights of all pecoples (having in mind, frst and
foremost, the peoples of Soviet Russia), the
representatives of the capitalist powers cmphasised
that the peoples which had chosen w new social
cconomic and political system should return tor-
eign-owned property, pay all the debts of the
governments that had been overthrown, abolish
the monopoly on foreign trade, restore all the priv-
ileges formerly enjoyed by foreign capitalists
and give the latter a free hand in their countrics
once again.
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