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INTRODUCTION

Black African literature in English is a relatively young field but it is growing
rapidly. One sign of its vigor is the quantity of commentary it has attracted
in recent years. When Barbara Abrash published her useful bibliography
BLACK AFRICAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH SINCE 1952: WORKS AND CRITI-
CISM in 1967, she could list only 250 critical books and essays; this book
lists more than 3,300. Although essays printed as early as 1936 have been in-
cluded here, most of the additional titles have been published in the decade
(1967-76) since Abrash's book appeared. And there is no evidence that inter-
est in this new literature is beginning to wane. Indeed, each year that passes
brings an increase in critical productivity. Black African literature in English
appears to be well on its way toward emerging as an established academic dis-
cipline.

But before it can achieve widespread recognition as such, its critics and schol-
ars will have to demonstrate greater responsibility in research and fuller aware-
ness of the opinions of others. Too many books and essays are still being
written on this literature as if nothing had been published on it before. Some
of the same old ideas are being circulated again and again, and a few com-
mentators are not bothering to check basic facts that are now easily accessible.
To encourage more responsible scholarship, this bibliography attempts to list all
the important works produced on black African literature in English up to the
end of 1976.

However, due to limitations of space and time, certain materials have had to
be omitted. Brief reviews of books and stage performances, political biogra-
phies of statesmen, and newspaper reports of the nonliterary activities of famous
authors have been excluded, but not review articles or biographical materials
possessing some literary significance. No creative works--novels, stories,
plays, poems, anthologies-~have been recorded unless prefaced by a substantial
critical introduction. Bibliographies for creative titles are cited, however,
under various genre and topical headings (bibliographies, fiction, drama,
poetry and so forth) in part |, and, wherever possible, under the appropriate
individual author in part II. The intention has been to provide comprehensive
coverage of major scholarly books and periodicals as well as selective cover-
age of other relevant sources of informed commentary.
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Introduction

| have made an effort to examine every item cited and have marked with an
asterisk those not seen. A few inaccurate or possibly bogus references have
been excluded because | have been unable to verify their existence. Since |
intend to update this bibliography periodically, | would be extremely grateful
to anyone who can provide me with full bibliographical details and a copy of
any materials | may have omitted.

Annotations have been added to some entries, mostly to identify the authors
with whom the article or book is primarily concerned. The general rule of
thumb has been to list all authors who receive at least a page or two of com-
mentary in a secondary source. If many authors are mentioned but none dis-
cussed at length, the annotation indicates that the work is a survey. "Et al"
(and others) has been used whenever a work briefly treats additional authors
not identified in the annotation or whenever the discussion includes African
writers using French, Portuguese, or an indigenous language. In other words,
annotations mention by name only those black African authors who write in
English.

The bibliography is divided into two parts, the first organized by genre or topic,
the second by individual author. An effort has been made to list each item
in the bibliography only once and to provide numbered cross-references to it
in all other sections in which the item belongs. Further, each section and
subsection in the bibliography is followed by a "see also" listing of cross-
references to additional relevant titles. An inventory of periodicals cited

and four indexes--by name, title, subject, and geographical area--should also
help users to locate and identify the references they need.

Some will recognize the bibliographical format employed here as a simplifica-
tion of standard MLA practice. For instance, it may be assumed that the first
number following a joumal title is a volume or issue number; if there are two
numbers following a journal title, the first is the volume number, the second
the issue number.

Also, throughout the bibliography, alphabetization has been letter by letter,
and diacritics have been treated as not alphabetically significant. When there
are multiple references for a given author, or when the sources were published
anonymously, the citations are listed in chronological order. English transla-
tions have been supplied for titles in all languages except French and German.
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PERIODICALS CITED: LIST AND ABBREVIATIONS

AATB
AAUWJ

AAW

ABBIA (Yaoundé)
ABPR

ACLALSB

ACLALSN

ACTFL REV OF
FOREIGN
LANG ED

AdUA
AForum

AfrA

AFRAS

AFRO-ASIAN THEATRE BULLETIN (Lawrence, Kansas)

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
JOURNAL (Washington, D.C.)

AFRO-ASIAN WRITINGS (later LAAW; Cairo)

AFRICAN BOOK PUBLISHING RECORD (Oxford, England)

ASSOCIATION FOR COMMONWEALTH LITERATURE AND
LANGUAGE STUDIES BULLETIN (formerly BACLALS;
Mysore, India)

ACLALS NEWS SHEET (later BACLALS; Leeds, England)

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON THE TEACHING OF FOREIGN
LANGUAGES REVIEW OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCA-
TION (Skokie, Illinois)

ANNALES DE L'UNIVERSITE D'ABIDJAN (Abidjan, lvory
Coast)

AFRICAN FORUM: A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF CON-
TEMPORARY AFFAIRS (New York)

AFRICAN ARTS/ARTS D'AFRIQUE (later AFRICAN ARTS;
Los Angeles)

AFRAS: JOURNAL OF AFRICAN AND ASIAN STUDIES
(University of Sussex, Brighton, England)

AFRICA (Lagos, Nigeria)

AFRICA (Rome)

AFRICA AND THE WORLD (London)
AFRICA CURRENTS (London)

AFRICAL

AFRICA (London)

AFRICANA (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

AFRICAN ADULT
ED

AFRICAN ADULT EDUCATION (Oxford, England)
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