‘ meteentﬁ-CentWy *




ISSN 0732-1864

Volume 175

Nineteenth- Century
Literature Criticism

Criticism of the

Works of Novelists, Philosophers, and Other
Creative Writers Who Died between 1800
and 1899, from the First Published Critical
Appraisals to Current Evaluations

i

THOMSON
;.*:

GALE

Detroit ® New York e San Francisco ¢ New Haven, Conn. e Waterville, Maine ® London



THOIVISON

—— -

GALE

Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism, Vol. 175

Project Editors
Jessica Bomarito and Russel Whitaker

Editorial

Kathy D. Darrow, Jeffrey W. Hunter, Jelena O.
Krstovi¢, Michelle Lee, Thomas J. Schoenberg,
Noah Schusterbauer, Lawrence J. Trudeau

Data Capture
Frances Monroe, Gwen Tucker

© 2007 Thomson Gale, a part of The Thomson
Corporation. Thomson and Star Logo are
trademarks and Gale is a registered trademark
used herein under license.

For more information, contact
Thomson Gale

27500 Drake Rd.

Farmington Hills, Ml 48331-3535
Or you can visit our internet site at
http://www.gale.com

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

No part of this work covered by the copyright
herein may be reproduced or used in any
form or by any means—graphic, electronic, or
mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, taping, Web distribution, or
information storage retrieval
systems—without the written permission of
the publisher.

Indexing Services
Laurie Andriot

Rights and Acquisitions
Sue Rudolph, Kim Smilay, Andrew Specht

Imaging and Multimedia

Dean Dauphinais, Robert Duncan, Leitha
Etheridge-Sims, Lezlie Light, Michael Logusz,
Dan Newell, Kelly A. Quin, Denay Wilding

This publication is a creative work fully pro-
tected by all applicable copyright laws, as well
as by misappropriation, trade secret, unfair
competition, and other applicable laws. The
authors and editors of this work have added
value to the underlying factual material
herein through one or more of the following:
unique and original selection, coordination,
expression, arrangement, and classification of
the information.

For permission to use material from the
product, submit your request via the Web at
http://ivww.gale-edit.com/permissions, or you
may download our Permissions Request form
and submit your request by fax or mail to:

Permissions Department

Thomson Gale

27500 Drake Rd.

Farmington Hills, MI 48331-3535
Permissions Hotline:

248-699-8006 or 800-877-4253, ext. 8006
Fax 248-699-8074 or 800-762-4058

Composition and Electronic Capture
Tracey L. Matthews

Manufacturing
Rhonda Dover

Associate Product Manager
Marc Cormier

Since this page cannot legibly accommodate
all copyright notices, the acknowledgments
constitute an extension of the copyright
notice.

While every effort has been made to secure
permission to reprint material and to ensure
the reliability of the information presented in
this publication, Thomson Gale neither
guarantees the accuracy of the data
contained herein nor assumes any
responsibility for errors, omissions or
discrepancies. Thomson Gale accepts no
payment for listing; and inclusion in the
publication of any organization, agency,
institution, publication, service, or individual
does not imply endorsement of the editors or
publisher. Errors brought to the attention of
the publisher and verified to the satisfaction
of the publisher will be corrected in future
editions.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG CARD NUMBER 84-643008

ISBN-13: 978-0-7876-9846-1
ISBN-10: 0-7876-9846-6
ISSN 0732-1864

Printed in the United States of America
10987654321



Contents

Preface vii
Acknowledgments xi

Literary Criticism Series Advisory Board xiii

John Quincy Adams 17671848 ............coo ettt st et s 1
American poet, speech writer, essayist, translator, and diarist

Harold Frederic 18560-1898 ........icvamimiosiiioiimiisesssissioiosse ssisssonsssiiasssssssnisiiisedesiotsssnim daessasssmainss 94
American novelist, short story writer, and journalist
Entry devoted to the novel The Damnation of Theron Ware (1896)

Percy Bysshe Shelley 1792-1822 .............ccccciivinninisinnioisessinssssansersisassnsessssssssaossosssssnsossassassasssassansssssass 184

English poet, essayist, playwright, translator, and novelist
Entry devoted to the verse drama Prometheus Unbound (/820)

Literary Criticism Series Cumulative Author Index 373
Literary Criticism Series Cumulative Topic Index 481
NCLC Cumulative Nationality Index 495

NCLC-175 Title Index 499



Preface

and librarians seeking critical commentary on writers of this transitional period in world history. Designated an “Out-

standing Reference Source” by the American Library Association with the publication of is first volume, NCLC has
since been purchased by over 6,000 school, public, and university libraries. The series has covered more than 500 authors
representing 38 nationalities and over 28,000 titles. No other reference source has surveyed the critical reaction to
nineteenth-century authors and literature as thoroughly as NCLC.

S ince its inception in 1981, Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism (NCLC) has been a valuable resource for students

Scope of the Series

NCLC is designed to introduce students and advanced readers to the authors of the nineteenth century and to the most sig-
nificant interpretations of these authors’ works. The great poets, novelists, short story writers, playwrights, and philosophers
of this period are frequently studied in high school and college literature courses. By organizing and reprinting commentary
written on these authors, NCLC helps students develop valuable insight into literary history, promotes a better understand-
ing of the texts, and sparks ideas for papers and assignments. Each entry in NCLC presents a comprehensive survey of an
author’s career or an individual work of literature and provides the user with a multiplicity of interpretations and assess-
ments. Such variety allows students to pursue their own interests; furthermore, it fosters an awareness that literature is dy-
namic and responsive to many different opinions.

Every fourth volume of NCLC is devoted to literary topics that cannot be covered under the author approach used in the
rest of the series. Such topics include literary movements, prominent themes in nineteenth-century literature, literary reac-
tion to political and historical events, significant eras in literary history, prominent literary anniversaries, and the literatures
of cultures that are often overlooked by English-speaking readers.

NCLC continues the survey of criticism of world literature begun by Thomson Gale’s Contemporary Literary Criticism
(CLC) and Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism (TCLC).

Organization of the Book

An NCLC entry consists of the following elements:

B The Author Heading cites the name under which the author most commonly wrote, followed by birth and death
dates. Also located here are any name variations under which an author wrote, including transliterated forms for
authors whose native languages use nonroman alphabets. If the author wrote consistently under a pseudonym, the
pseudonym will be listed in the author heading and the author’s actual name given in parenthesis on the first line
of the biographical and critical information. Uncertain birth or death dates are indicated by question marks. Single-
work entries are preceded by a heading that consists of the most common form of the title in English translation (if
applicable) and the original date of composition.

B The Introduction contains background information that introduces the reader to the author, work, or topic that is
the subject of the entry.

®  The list of Principal Works is ordered chronologically by date of first publication and lists the most important
works by the author. The genre and publication date of each work is given. In the case of foreign authors whose
works have been translated into English, the list will focus primarily on twentieth-century translations, selecting
those works most commonly considered the best by critics. Unless otherwise indicated, dramas are dated by first
performance, not first publication. Lists of Representative Works by different authors appear with topic entries.

vii
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®  Reprinted Criticism is arranged chronologically in each entry to provide a useful perspective on changes in critical
evaluation over time. The critic’s name and the date of composition or publication of the critical work are given at
the beginning of each piece of criticism. Unsigned criticism is preceded by the title of the source in which it ap-
peared. All titles by the author featured in the text are printed in boldface type. Footnotes are reprinted at the end
of each essay or excerpt. In the case of excerpted criticism, only those footnotes that pertain to the excerpted texts
are included. Criticism in topic entries is arranged chronologically under a variety of subheadings to facilitate the
study of different aspects of the topic.

® A complete Bibliographical Citation of the original essay or book precedes each piece of criticism.
B Critical essays are prefaced by brief Annotations explicating each piece.

B An annotated bibliography of Further Reading appears at the end of each entry and suggests resources for addi-
tional study. In some cases, significant essays for which the editors could not obtain reprint rights are included
here. Boxed material following the further reading list provides references to other biographical and critical sources
on the author in series published by Thomson Gale.

Indexes

Each volume of NCLC contains a Cumulative Author Index listing all authors who have appeared in a wide variety of
reference sources published by Thomson Gale, including NCLC. A complete list of these sources is found facing the first
page of the Author Index. The index also includes birth and death dates and cross references between pseudonyms and ac-
tual names.

A Cumulative Nationality Index lists all authors featured in NCLC by nationality, followed by the number of the NCLC
volume in which their entry appears.

A Cumulative Topic Index lists the literary themes and topics treated in the series as well as in Classical and Medieval
Literature Criticism, Literature Criticism from 1400 to 1800, Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism, and the Contemporary
Literary Criticism Yearbook, which was discontinued in 1998.

An alphabetical Title Index accompanies each volume of NCLC, with the exception of the Topics volumes. Listings of
titles by authors covered in the given volume are followed by the author’s name and the corresponding page numbers
where the titles are discussed. English translations of foreign titles and variations of titles are cross-referenced to the title
under which a work was originally published. Titles of novels, dramas, nonfiction books, and poetry, short story, or essay
collections are printed in italics, while individual poems, short stories, and essays are printed in roman type within quota-
tion marks.

In response to numerous suggestions from librarians, Thomson Gale also produces an annual paperbound edition of the
NCLC cumulative title index. This annual cumulation, which alphabetically lists all titles reviewed in the series, is available
to all customers. Additional copies of this index are available upon request. Librarians and patrons will welcome this sepa-
rate index; it saves shelf space, is easy to use, and is recyclable upon receipt of the next edition.

Citing Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism

When citing criticism reprinted in the Literary Criticism Series, students should provide complete bibliographic information
so that the cited essay can be located in the original print or electronic source. Students who quote directly from reprinted
criticism may use any accepted bibliographic format, such as University of Chicago Press style or Modern Language Asso-
ciation style.

The examples below follow recommendations for preparing a bibliography set forth in The Chicago Manual of Style, 14th

ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1993); the first example pertains to material drawn from periodicals, the
second to material reprinted from books:

viii



Franklin, J. Jeffrey. “The Victorian Discourse of Gambling: Speculations on Middlemarch and The Duke’s Children.” ELH
61, no. 4 (winter 1994): 899-921. Reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism. Vol. 168, edited by Jessica
Bomarito and Russel Whitaker, 39-51. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006.

Frank, Joseph. “The Gambler: A Study in Ethnopsychology.” In Freedom and Responsibility in Russian Literature: Essays
in Honor of Robert Louis Jackson, edited by Elizabeth Cheresh Allen and Gary Saul Morson, 69-85. Evanston, Ill.: North-
western University Press, 1995. Reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism. Vol. 168, edited by Jessica Bomarito
and Russel Whitaker, 75-84. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006.

The examples below follow recommendations for preparing a works cited list set forth in the MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers, 6th ed. (New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2003); the first example pertains to
material drawn from periodicals, the second to material reprinted from books:
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61.4 (Winter 1994): 899-921. Reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism. Eds. Jessica Bomarito and Russel Whi-
taker. Vol. 168. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006. 39-51.
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Honor of Robert Louis Jackson. Eds. Elizabeth Cheresh Allen and Gary Saul Morson. Evanston, I1l.: Northwestern Univer-
sity Press, 1995. 69-85. Reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism. Eds. Jessica Bomarito and Russel Whitaker.
Vol. 168. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006. 75-84.

Suggestions are Welcome

Readers who wish to suggest new features, topics, or authors to appear in future volumes, or who have other suggestions or
comments are cordially invited to call, write, or fax the Associate Product Manager:

Associate Product Manager, Literary Criticism Series
Thomson Gale
27500 Drake Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48331-3535
1-800-347-4253 (GALE)
Fax: 248-699-8054
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John Quincy Adams
1767-1848

(Also wrote under the pseudonym Publicola) American
poet, speech writer, essayist, translator, and diarist.

INTRODUCTION

The sixth President of the United States, Adams is
counted among the most literary of American states-
men. In addition to his political writings, predominately
speeches composed during a lengthy and distinguished
public career, Adams also produced notable works of
poetry and kept an extensive journal published posthu-
mously as the Memoirs of John Quincy Adams (1874-
77). Prior to his presidential term, Adams distinguished
himself as one of America’s finest and most influential
diplomats, his political ideas as U.S. Secretary of State
under James Monroe providing the central formulation
of what was subsequently known as the Monroe Doc-
trine. Later in his career, as a multi-term member of the
United States House of Representatives, Adams bent his
efforts toward the abolition of the international slave
trade, arguing eloquently against it in a famed case in-
volving the slave schooner Amistad. His long poem
Dermot MacMorrogh (1832) is usually considered his
most remarkable example of imaginative literature, al-
though the work itself is frequently esteemed for its his-
torical rather than literary merit. A skilled translator,
Adams also produced numerous English renderings of
Latin and German verse, works renowned for their pre-
cision and fidelity to the spirit of the originals.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Adams was born in Braintree, Massachusetts, to John
Adams and Abigail Smith Adams. Part of an illustrious
American political family, his father was one of the
original delegates to the Continental Congress and sub-
sequently served as the second President of the United
States. In his youth Adams joined the elder statesman
on an overseas journey to continental Europe, where he
was privately educated in Paris between 1778 and 1779;
he then studied at the University of Leiden in the Neth-
erlands. He interrupted his studies in 1781 to serve as
secretary to America’s minister to Russia, and he lived
in St. Petersburg for two years. His youthful mastery of
French presaged a lifelong devotion to learning Euro-
pean languages, while his early political experience set

the foundation for his later career as a diplomat. After
returning to Massachusetts Adams entered Harvard Col-
lege, graduating from the institution in 1787.

Adams’s study of law was complete by 1790, and
though he worked in private practice as an attorney for
several years his principal interests remained politics,
diplomacy, and literary composition. His 1792 essay
Observations on Paine’s Rights of Man and other of his
political writings of the period elicited the attention of
President George Washington and culminated in his
first ministerial appointment, as diplomat to the Nether-
lands in 1794. He was married in 1797, the same year
his father took presidential office and he was named
minister to Prussia. After settling in Berlin he remained
in the Prussian capital through the end of the elder Ad-
ams’s term.

In 1803 Adams was elected to the United States Senate
as a representative from Massachusetts. His outspoken
manner as a senator, however, caused a falling out with
his party, the Federalists, and he failed to win reelection
after a single term. Thereafter, Adams allied himself po-
litically with James Madison and the Republicans. In
1806, while still a U.S. Senator, Adams accepted a post
as Boylston Professor of Rhetoric at Harvard, a position
he held until 1809, when he was appointed U.S. diplo-
matic representative to Russia by President Madison.
He remained in St. Petersburg through the war with En-
gland in 1812, eventually becoming the U.S. minister to
Great Britain in 1815. Adams departed London in 1817,
having been named Secretary of State by President
Monroe. In the ensuing years Adams was instrumental
in negotiations with Spain and England concerning U.S.
territorial expansion into Florida and the Pacific North-
west. His arguments against any continuation of Euro-
pean colonial acquisition or intervention in the Ameri-
cas would subsequently be referred to as the Monroe
Doctrine, although historians note that Adams was al-
most solely responsible for the formulation of its tenets.

The end of Monroe’s second term culminated in the un-
decided election of 1824, in which four presidential
candidates—Adams, General Andrew Jackson, House
Speaker Henry Clay, and former Secretary of the Trea-
sury William H. Crawford—split the electoral vote. Re-
sponding to the absence of a clear majority, the House
of Representatives was called upon to determine the
next President. Having earned the support of Clay, Ad-
ams, although he had received fewer votes than Jack-
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son, was eventually declared the winner, prompting a
feud between Adams and Jackson that would linger for
a quarter century. Adams was frustrated by obstruction-
ist actions taken by the Jacksonians during his single
presidential term of 1825 to early 1829, which has been
generally regarded as a failure. With the eventual suc-
cession of Jackson to the presidency, Adams retired
briefly from public life only to return to politics as a
U.S. Congressional Representative from Massachusetts
in 1831, a position he held for the remainder of his life.

An eloquent critic of the pro-slavery Jacksonians, Ad-
ams concentrated his political efforts on halting the ex-
pansion of slavery in the United States. Over the years
he argued successfully against so-called “gag rules” in-
stigated by congressmen from the South that prohibited
discussion in the House of matters related to slavery.
He also famously argued on behalf of a group of Afri-
can slaves who had taken possession of the slave vessel
Amistad. When the case appeared before the U.S. Su-
preme Court in 1841, Adams convinced the justices to
grant freedom to the mutineers, rather than condemning
them to execution at the hands of their former masters.
A devoted public servant for his entire life, Adams suf-
fered a debilitating stroke on the floor of the House of
Representatives in February of 1848 while speaking out
against the injustice of the recently concluded war with
Mexico, and he died two days later.

MAJOR WORKS

In his Memoirs, a thorough and meticulous account of
his life and public career, Adams occasionally remarked
on his unrealized desire to devote himself fully to the
pursuit of literature. His inclination toward literary com-
position, however, remained a secondary calling, sacri-
ficed to a higher responsibility he felt he owed his coun-
try. Still, while much of Adams’s writing is strictly
political in nature, comprised of a series of public ad-
dresses and orations, he also produced a selection of
works in poetry and prose on diverse topics. In certain
instances Adams was even able to combine his dual in-
clinations toward literature and public service, as in his
ambitious Report of the Secretary of State, upon Weights
and Measures (1821), an exhaustive history of the sci-
ence and philosophy behind the uniformity of measure-
ment, written for the purposes of expanding American
overseas trade. In other writings Adams pursued his
central literary theme of public responsibility. The re-
sult of his four-year post as a professor of rhetoric at
Harvard, the Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory (1810)
analyze the classical art of rhetoric by examining the
commentaries of such antique writers as Aristotle, Ci-
cero, Quintilian, and Longinus on the subject. Adams
champions the rhetorical theory and practice of Cicero
in his Lectures, particularly emphasizing the fundamen-

tal Ciceronian assertion that oratorical excellence de-
rives from the moral goodness of the speaker, and that
public eloquence reflects the orator’s predisposition to-
ward civic duty.

For his poem Dermot MacMorrogh Adams chose a plot
from David Hume’s 1762 History of England concern-
ing Dermot MacMorrogh, a traitorous twelfth-century
monarch of the Irish kingdom of Leinster. MacMor-
rogh, after being expelled from Ireland by a rival, called
upon the assistance of the English king Henry II and
rallied an army of Welshmen to conquer his homeland.
MacMorrogh’s cynical betrayal of his country to per-
sonal interests was one that Adams found particularly
apt in its parallel to the United States of 1828, in the
wake of the election of his rival Andrew Jackson. Ad-
ams made little effort to disguise his dislike of Jackson,
whom he viewed as corrupt and unfit to lead, and the
moral laxity of poem’s title character was almost cer-
tainly a reference to Jackson, scholars assert. Dermot
MacMorrogh, therefore, is usually interpreted as Ad-
ams’s cautionary tale on the subject of tyranny, public
morality, and importance of good government.

Of Adams’s shorter verse, much of the finest was col-
lected in Poems of Religion and Society (1848), while
examples of his miscellaneous poetry and satirical
pieces, such as the amusing “On the Discoveries of
Captain Lewis,” generally appeared only in periodical
publication. Among his notable literary translations are
accomplished English renderings of eighteenth-century
German poetry, including the Oberon of Christoph Mar-
tin Wieland (1799-1801; published 1940) and a selec-
tion of verse fables by Christian Fiirchtegott Gellert
(1801). Also regarded as praiseworthy are Adams’s ver-
sions of Juvenal’s “Satura VII” (1805; “Seventh Satire”)
and “Satura XIII” (1801; “Thirteenth Satire”), the latter
significant as the first published translation of this Latin
work by an American writer.

CRITICAL RECEPTION

In his Memoirs, Adams recorded doubts he felt during
composition as to the literary quality of his Dermot
MacMorrogh. Nevertheless, he was generally satisfied
with the final product, and submitted it for publication.
Reviews of Dermot MacMorrogh by Adams’s contem-
poraries, which failed to discern the contemporary rel-
evance of its political themes, frequently registered dis-
appointment. Similarly, early critical estimation of the
Memoirs often remarked on a lack of spontaneity or
profound insight into the interior life of its author, while
nevertheless maintaining an overall sense of admiration
for Adams and the extent of his public service.
Twentieth-century appraisals of Adams’s Memoirs gen-
erally offered a more favorable view. Acknowledging
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the work’s occasional unevenness of style, modern crit-
ics have noted that in certain instances it nevertheless
achieves an admirable level of literary artistry, offers
perceptive analyses of character and historical incident,
and presents discerning self-examination.

With regard to Adams’s literary translations, modern
commentators have deemed his version of Wieland’s
Oberon masterful, and they have lauded his apt and ef-
fective translations of Gellert’s witty fables. Adams’s
published translations of two satires by Juvenal have
also drawn scholarly attention, particularly as these
pieces reflect the statesman’s efforts to expand appre-
ciation of classical learning and literary education in the
United States. The Ciceronian principles conveyed in
Adams’s Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory have also
elicited critical interest, particularly with respect to the
fundamental influence these ideals exerted on the world-
view of Adams and on his endeavors as a writer,
speaker, and public official. Additionally, the rhetorical
strategies of his legal arguments concerning the Amis-
tad case and the volatile moral issue of slavery have
been analyzed.

Considered as a whole, Adams’s versatility as a writer
and his diverse public accomplishments have made him
an intriguing figure from the point of view of modern
scholarship. While Adams’s single presidential term has
long been regarded as a paradoxical failure within an
otherwise brilliant public career, his historical legacy is
instead concentrated on nonpresidential achievements,
including his outstanding record as a diplomat and for-
eign negotiator, his eloquent legal support of the aboli-
tionist movement, his distinction as a man of letters,
and his steadfast sense of responsibility as an American
patriot.

PRINCIPAL WORKS

Observations on Paine’s Rights of Man [as Publicola]
(essay) 1792; enlarged as An Answer to Pain’s Rights
of Man, 1793

An Oration, Pronounced July 4th, 1793, at the Request
of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, in Com-
memoration of the Anniversary of American Indepen-
dence (speech) 1793

“The Dancing Bear” [translator; from “Der Tanzbir” by
Christian Fiirchtegott Gellert] (poetry) 1801; pub-
lished in journal Port Folio

“The Fly” [translator; from “Die Fliege” by Christian
Fiirchtegott Gellert] (poetry) 1801; published in jour-
nal Port Folio

“The Painter” [translator; from “Der Maler” by Chris-
tian Fiirchtegott Gellert] (poetry) 1801; published in
journal Port Folio

“The Suicide” [translator; from “Der Selbstmord” by
Christian Fiirchtegott Gellert] (poetry) 1801; pub-
lished in journal Port Folio

“The Thirteenth Satire of Juvenal” [translator; from
“Satura XIII” by Juvenal] (poetry) 1801; published
in journal Port Folio

An Address, to the Members of the Massachusetts
Charitable Fire Society, at their Annual Meeting,
May 28, 1802 (speech) 1802

An Oration, Delivered at Plymouth, December 22, 1802.
At the Anniversary Commemoration of the First
Landing of Our Ancestors, at That Place (speech)
1802

Letters on Silesia, Written During a Tour Through that
Country in the Years 1800, 1801 (letters) 1804

“The Seventh Satire of Juvenal” [translator; from
“Satura VII” by Juvenal] (poetry) 1805; published in
journal Port Folio

An Inaugural Oration, Delivered at the Author’s Instal-
lation, as Boylston’s Professor of Rhetorick and Ora-
tory, at Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts. On Thursday, 12 June, 1806 (speech) 1806

A Letter to the Hon. Harrison Gray Otis, a Member of
the Senate of Massachusetts, on the Present State of
Our National Affairs; With Remarks upon Mr. Pick-
ering’s Letter to the Governor of the Commonwealth
(letter) 1808

Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory, Delivered to the
Classes of Senior and Junior Sophisters in Harvard
University. 2 vols. (lectures) 1810

An Address Delivered at the Request of a Committee of
the Citizens of Washington: On the Occasion of
Reading the Declaration of Independence, on the
Fourth of July, 1821 (speech) 1821

Report of the Secretary of State, upon Weights and Mea-
sures, Prepared in Obedience to a Resolution of the
House of Representatives of the Fourteenth of De-
cember, 1819. February 22, 1821. Read, and Or-
dered to Lie on the Table (prose) 1821

Answer to W. Sumner’s Inquiry on the Importance of
the Militia (prose) 1823

Letter of the Hon. John Quincy Adams, in Reply to a
Letter of the Hon. Alexander Smyth, to His Constitu-
ents (letter) 1823

Suggestions on Presidential Elections, with Particular
Reference to a Letter by William C. Somerville, Esq.
(essay) 1825

Correspondence between John Quincy Adams, Esquire,
President of the United States, and Several Citizens
of Massachusetts Concerning the Charge of a De-
sign to Dissolve the Union Alleged to Have Existed
in That State (letters) 1829

An Eulogy: On the Life and Character of James Mon-
roe, fifth President of the United States. Delivered at
the Request of the Corporation of the City of Boston,
on the 25th of August, 1831 (speech) 1831

An Oration Addressed to the Citizens of the Town of
Quincy, on the Fourth of July, 1831, the Fifty-fifth
Anniversary of the Independence of the United States
of America (speech) 1831
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Dermot MacMorrogh, or The Conquest of Ireland; An
Historical Tale of the Twelfth Century. In Four Can-
tos (poetry) 1832

Speech (suppressed by the previous question) of Mr.
John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts, on the Re-
moval of the Public Deposites, and Its Reasons
(speech) 1834

Oration on the Life and Character of Gilbert Motier de
Lafayette. Delivered at the Request of Both Houses
of Congress of the United States, Before Them, in the
House of Representatives at Washington, on the 31st
of December, 1834 (speech) 1835

An Eulogy on the Life and Character of James Madi-
son, Fourth President of the United States, Delivered
at the Request of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common
Council of the City of Boston, September 27, 1836
(speech) 1836

Speech of John Quincy Adams, on the Joint Resolution
for Distributing Rations to the Distressed Fugitives
from Indian Hostilities, in the States of Alabama and
Georgia. Delivered in the House of Representatives,
Wednesday, May 25, 1836 (speech) 1836

Speech of the Hon. John Q. Adams, of Massachusetts,
on His Resolution for the Appointment of a Select
Committee to Inquire into the Causes of the Failure
of the Fortification Bill at the Last Session of Con-
gress. Delivered Jan. 22, 1836 (speech) 1836

Letters from John Adams to His Constituents of the
Twelfth Congressional District in Massachusetts. To
Which Is Added His Speech in Congress, Delivered
February 9, 1837 (letters and speech) 1837

An Oration Delivered before the Inhabitants of the Town
of Newburyport, at Their Request, on the Sixty-First
Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, July
4th, 1837 (speech) 1837

Speech of John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, upon
the Right of the People, Men and Women, to Peti-
tion; on the Freedom of Speech and of Debate in the
House of Representatives of the United States; on the
Resolutions of Seven State Legislatures, and the Peti-
tions of More than One Hundred Thousand Petition-
ers, Relating to the Annexation of Texas to the Union
(speech) 1838

The Jubilee of the Constitution. A Discourse Delivered
at the Request of the New York Historical Society, in
the City of New York, on Tuesday, the 30th of April,
1839; Being the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Inaugu-
ration of George Washington as President of the
United States, on Thursday, the 30th of April, 1789
(speech) 1839

A Letter from Ex-President John Quincy Adams to
James Henry Hackett, with Hackett’s Reply (letter)
1839; also published as The Character of Hamlet, by
Ex-President Adams and J. H. Hackett, 1844

A Discourse on Education, Delivered at Braintree,
Thursday, Oct. 24, 1839 (speech) 1840

Argument of John Quincy Adams, Before the Supreme
Court of the United States, Appellants, vs. Cinque,
and Others, Africans, Captured in the Schooner
Amistad, by Lieut. Gedney (speech) 1841

Mr. Adams’ Speech, on War With Great Britain and
Mexico: With the Speeches of Messrs. Wise and In-
gersoll, to Which It Is in Reply (speech) 1841

Speech of Mr. John Quincy Adams, on the Case of Alex-
ander McLeod. Delivered in the House of Represen-
tatives, September 4, 1841 (speech) 1841

The Wants of Man: A Poem (poetry) 1841

Address of John Quincy Adams, to his Constituents of
the Twelfth Congressional District at Braintree, Sep-
tember 17th, 1842 (speech) 1842

Address to the Norfolk County Temperance Society, 29
Sept., 1842 (speech) 1842

The Social Compact, Exemplified in the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; With Remarks
on the Theories of Divine Right of Hobbes and of
Filmer, and the Counter Theories of Sidney, Locke,
Montesquieu, and Rousseau, Concerning the Nature
of Government: A Lecture, Delivered Before the
Franklin Lyceum, at Providence, R.I., November 25,
1842 (speech) 1842

Liberty Incomplete . .
ams (letter) 1843

The New England Confederacy of MDCXLIII. A Dis-
course Delivered before the Massachusetts Historical
Society, at Boston, on the 29th of May, 1843, in Cel-
ebration of the Second Centennial Anniversary of
that Event (speech) 1843

An Oration Delivered before the Cincinnati Astronomi-
cal Society, on the Occasion of Laying the Corner
Stone of an Astronomical Observatory, on the 10th of
November, 1843 (speech) 1843

Letters on the Masonic Institution (letters) 1847

Poems of Religion and Society (poetry) 1848

Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, Comprising Portions
of his Diary from 1795 to 1848. 12 vols. [edited by
Charles Francis Adams] (memoirs) 1874-77

Life in a New England Town: 1787, 1788. Diary of
John Quincy Adams, While a Student in the Office of
Theophilus Parsons at Newburyport [edited by
Charles Francis Adams] (diary) 1903

Writings of John Quincy Adams. 7 vols. [edited by Wor-
thington Chauncey Ford] (letters, poetry, prose, and
speeches) 1913-17

The Diary of John Quincy Adams, 1794-1845: Ameri-
can Political, Social and Intellectual Life from Wash-
ington to Polk [edited by Allan Nevins] (diary) 1928

Oberon, A Poetical Romance in Twelve Books, Trans-
lated from the German of Wieland (1799-1801) by
John Quincy Adams [translator; from Oberon by
Christoph Martin Wieland; edited by Albert Bern-
hardt Faust] (poetry) 1940

Parties in the United States (prose) 1941

. Letter from John Quincy Ad-

CRITICISM

Samuel Cooper Thacher (review date April 1810)

SOURCE: Thacher, Samuel Cooper. Review of Lec-
tures on Rhetoric and Oratory, by John Quincy Adams.
Monthly Anthology, and Boston Review 8 (April 1810):
247-68.

[In the following review, Thacher surveys the content
and style of Adams’s Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory,
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noting numerous faults therein, while acknowledging
the overall merit of the work.]

We should esteem ourselves altogether unworthy the
honour to which we aspire of being numbered among
the friends of literature, if we could for a moment suffer
our judgment of the claims of a man of letters to be in-
fluenced by any feelings of political antipathy. It is the
delight and charm of literature, that it affords us a ref-
uge from the tumults and contentions of active life—a
spot, where we may escape from the hot and feverous
atmosphere, which we are compelled to breathe in the
world, and enjoy that repose, which we find no where
else; not always, alas! even in the holy walks of theo-
logical inquiry. We should feel the same sort of repug-
nance at introducing the passions of party into these
quiet regions, as at bringing a band of ruffians into the
abodes of rural innocence and happiness, to mar their
beauty, and violate their peace. At the same time, how-
ever, in a country like ours, where politicks possess an
interest so overwhelming, that he who will not talk of
them must be content to pass his days in silence—to
say that we have formed no opinion on one who has
engaged so much attention as Mr. Adams, would be
laying claim to a neutrality, which it is no part of our
ambition to possess. We have indeed no wish to dis-
guise our sentiments on the political career of Mr. Ad-
ams. We have, on this subject, no sympathy with him
whatever. We see and lament that the orb of his politi-
cal glory has become dark—

Irrecoverably dark, total eclipse:
Without all hope of day.

Samson Agonistes

We offer this free expression of our opinions, lest the
praise we may be bound in justice to bestow, should
lose its value by being supposed to proceed from politi-
cal friends. Having then made this sacrifice to the un-
happy temper of the times, we proceed to the examina-
tion of the work of this gentleman, whose claims to the
name of the best read and most accomplished scholar
our country has produced, are, we presume, beyond all
dispute.

It seems to be generally agreed, that however superiour
in philosophy and the exact sciences, the moderns fall
far below the ancients in eloquence. The causes usually
assigned for this inferiority are examined by Hume in
one of his essays, and he pronounces them all to be in-
adequate and unsatisfactory. There is one reason, how-
ever, to which, we conceive, he has not allowed suffi-
cient force. From the changes in our habits, constitution
and government, and the more universal diffusion of
knowledge, the same effects as formerly cannot now be
produced by appeals to the passions. The degree of ex-
cellence which any art will attain, may be estimated as
certainly and exactly by the effects which its perfection

will produce, as in commerce the quality of any com-
modity is regulated by the price which it will com-
mand. It is therefore because eloquence has lost so
much of its efficacy, that it has lost so much of its el-
evation. If in our courts of jurisprudence the decision of
a cause depended on the will of the judges, or if our de-
liberative assemblies were so constituted, that the fate
of an empire depended on the passions of a mob, there
would be a sufficient premium offered to induce men to
devote themselves exclusively to the art, and the elo-
quence of Greece and of Rome would be indubitably ri-
valled. But, says Hume, “it would be easy to find a
Philip in modern times; but where shall we find a
Demosthenes?” We reply, show us the country where it
depends on the eloquence of a Demosthenes to deter-
mine whether to march or not against Philip; and the
man will in due time appear, who, like him, will make
the chains of the tyrant resound in the ears of his coun-
trymen, till they, like the Athenians, involuntarily start
up to oppose him.!

We scarcely know whether to consider it as a subject of
felicitation or regret, that the causes which impede the
progress of eloquence are felt less forcibly in our own
country than in Europe. Notwithstanding the obstacles
which the regular organization of parties, and the supe-
riour diffusion of intelligence, and a spirit of calculation
among our common people, oppose to its advancement,
we believe that greater effects may be produced by it
among us, than in any nation since the days of antiq-
uity. Nothing, therefore, but inferiority of native genius
can prevent this art from regaining something of its an-
cient pre-eminence. That nature is less liberal of her
gifts on one side of the Atlantick than on the other, we
presume no one is now child enough to believe. If the
opinion were ever seriously entertained by any one, it is
now sufficiently refuted by facts. We do not fear to say,
(and too much nationality is not supposed to be our
foible) that the debates on the British treaty, and on the
judiciary, considered as a whole, afforded a finer speci-
men of oratorical talents than has been witnessed in any
deliberative assembly since the days of the senate of
Rome. At the same time, however, we are far from sup-
posing, that we have already produced any rivals to the
orators of antiquity. With all the vigour and originality
which we have seen displayed, there exists a palpable
want of that extent and variety of knowledge, which
regular study alone can supply, and a most deplorable
deficiency of that purity of taste, which is gained only
by long and habitual meditation of the great masters of
style. Even in the debate on the judiciary, which how-
ever, we admit, produced nothing to rival two or three
of the finest speeches on the British treaty, there are
very few passages to which we could apply an epithet
of higher dignity than that of very eloquent and splen-
did declamation. Perhaps we might take Mr. Randolph
as a pretty fair specimen at once of the excellence and
defects of our countrymen. In his vague and often un-
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consequential reasonings, his coarse invective, and his
confused and revolting imagery, we have a striking il-
lustration of our prevailing defects; and in his strong
and original conceptions, in the bright and bold flashes
of his imagination, and the nervous diction, which he
sometimes displays, we have a flattering proof of what
our country is capable.

It is the tendency of the remarks we have hazarded, to
illustrate the necessity of a more regular and scientifick
study of rhetorick. The establishment of a new profes-
sorship of this science at the university of Cambridge
we consider as one additional pledge, that a spirit of lit-
erary improvement has begun its career among us. The
book before us, therefore, we take up with singular
pleasure, as the first fruits of this establishment; and
though we will not say that it is faultless, yet it is cer-
tainly in a high degree honourable to the talents and
learning of the author, and must be of great and perma-
nent utility. For him, who is desirous of finding a com-
pendium of all the best precepts of the ancient masters
of rhetorick, adapted to the state of eloquence in mod-
ern times, and the particular circumstances of our own
country, we know of no book to which we should so
soon refer, as to the Lectures [Lectures on Rhetoric
and Oratory] of Mr. Adams. We shall endeavour to en-
able our readers to judge of its merits and defects by
offering as copious an analysis of its contents as our
limits will admit.

Mr. Adams informs us, that by the regulations of the in-
stitution he was required to deliver a course of lectures
on rhetorick and oratory, founded on the classical theo-
ries of antiquity. “My plan, therefore,” says he, “has
necessarily been different from that of all the modern
writers upon rhetorick and belles lettres. It has been
partly didactick and partly historical; partly to unfold to
you, as matter of fact, the precepts of Aristotle, Cicero,
Quinctilian, Longinus, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, and
the rest; and partly to show how much of that doctrine
may still be suited to us, amid the changes of language,
of manners, of religion, and of government, which in
the lapse of ages have been effected by the ever-
revolving hand of time.” Vol. II. p. 141. For the merits
or defects of the general outline of his lectures, it is
evident that Mr. A. is not responsible. We shall proceed
therefore to examine with what ability and success his
plan has been executed.

In his first lecture Mr. A. is employed in settling the
definition of his subject, and the boundaries which sepa-
rate it from grammar and logick. The definitions of
rhetorick given by Aristotle, Cicero and Quinctilian
pass in review before him, and he joins with the last of
these writers in calling it “the science of speaking well.”
The reasons on which he vindicates his decision do not
strike us as remarkably cogent. He expressly rejects the
principal ground on which Quinctilian himself justifies

its adoption,—that it includes the moral character of the
speaker, as well as the excellence of speech. The rea-
sons on which Mr. A. defends it are its comprehensive-
ness and its coincidence with the scriptures. But the ob-
jection to which it appears to us to be most exposed, is
the want of the very quality, which recommends it to
Mr. A. It confines the extent of the science to oral elo-
quence alone. Whereas we certainly talk familiarly, and
we think accurately of the eloquence of compositions,
not only never spoken, but not at all adapted to speak-
ing; and no man will say that the orations of Cicero are
at all the less eloquent, because we are convinced that
none of them were ever spoken in the form in which
they now appear. His second reason is founded on a
feeling so laudable that we are unwilling to find fault
with it. Yet the habit of making the scriptures settle
points of criticism and philosophy is a very dangerous
perversion of their design. It is founded on the same
notion of their verbal inspiration, which Galileo was ac-
cused of impeaching, when he maintained that the earth
and not the sun is in motion. To say that, because “to
be eloquent,” and “to speak well,” are used in the scrip-
ture as equivalent expressions, Quinctilian’s definition
of rhetorick “is ratified by the voice of heaven,” is so
near an approach to the ludicrous, that we are surprised
that Mr. A. should hazard it.

We are hardly satisfied with the reasons on which the
definition of Aristotle is rejected. Mr. A. follows Quinc-
tilian in giving this definition thus: Rhetorick is the
power of inventing whatsoever is persuasive in dis-
course. The words of Aristotle certainly do not neces-
sarily have this meaning; and we are half inclined to
suspect Quinctilian of giving them this turn in order to
make the objection, that they include only one part of
the science, viz. invention. The words may, not to say
ought to be, translated,’ the power of discerning® in any
subject what is contained in it proper to persuade. If
this be right, the objection loses its force. For the defi-
nition may without violence be supposed to imply, not
only the invention of the matter of a discourse, but the
arranging and expressing it in the manner best adapted
to persuasion; not merely the discerning what is persua-
sive to us, but seeing it in that connection and under
those lights, which will be persuasive to others. The
other objection of Mr. A. to the definition of Aristotle,
that it does not include the class of demonstrative ora-
tions is, we think, also unfounded. For it is certainly the
object of the demonstrative orator to persuade his hear-
ers to embrace his opinion of the object of his eulogy
or invective. Persuasion is therefore his end, though he
uses different means from the judicial and deliberative
speaker. The discussion is however of little importance;
and perhaps, after all, the most unexceptionable defini-
tion ever given is that of Campbell, “the art or talent by
which the discourse is adapted to its end.”



