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PREFACE

This symposium was one of the smaller zeolite meetings held in between the big Inter-
national Zeolite Conferences. It is the latest in the series of meetings which started in
1978 in Szeged, Hungary, and continued in 1980 in Villeurbanne (Lyon), France; 1982 in
Bremen, FRG; 1984 in Prague, Czechoslovakia; 1985 in Siofok, Hungary; and 1987 in
Nieuwpoort, Belgium. These conferences are intended to cover selected fields from the
broad area of zeolite research and application. For the Wurzburg Symposium emphasis
was placed on zeolite catalysis, sorption and detergent builders. With respect to
catalysis, particular attention was paid to the synthesis of fine chemicals with the help
of zeolite catalysts. An overview of this important field was given in two invited lectures
which were complemented by a number of related oral and poster contributions.
Special efforts were made to bring together experts from industry and academia. This
endeavour was successful, as was reflected both in the invited lectures, oral and poster
presentations and in the composition of the audience. An expected trend was the ever
increasing interest in the so-called new generation molecular sieves both for research
and application. A remarkable number of the presented studies were devoted to these
materials. Innovations, however, were mostly visible in developing and refining
methods and techniques of investigation either in experiment or theory. Obviously,
successful application of highly sophisticated tools of solid state and surface science to
problems of zeolite research now becomes possible. This seems to promise a growth in
our knowledge of and deeper insight into the subtle details of zeolite properties and

behaviour.

Hellmut G. Karge Jens Weitkamp

Fritz Haber Institute Institute of Chemical Technology |
Max Planck Society, Berlin University of Stuttgart

January, 1989
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