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PREFACE

At its meeting in Cleveland in December, 1919, the American Historical Asso-
ciation appointed a special committee, with Professor George M. Dutcher of Wes-
leyan University as chairman, to cooperate with the American Library Association
in the preparation of a manual of historical literature, on the same general plan
as that of Professor C. K. Adams, published in 1882. The present Guide is the
result of this action of eleven years ago. It was apparent almost from the beginning
that not a new edition of Adams, but a new work such as was made necessary by
the passage of time, was desirable.

Its limitations should be made plain, for they are many. To supply an ex-
haustive, or even a reasonably complete, bibliography in any field was out of the
question in so compendious a work. Our purpose has been to furnish a carefully
chosen list of available books in each of the several fields to the English reading
audience, primarily to libraries, teachers, and graduate students.

The scheme of classification has presented difficulties, as must always be the
case in a compilation of the kind: For a general outline of it, see Index I.

The plan of the volume is largely the work of Professor Dutcher, who served
as chairman of the committee in charge of its preparation from 1920 to December,
1928, when he was succeeded by Henry R. Shipman and Sidney B. Fay. To Pro-
fessor Dutcher are due our most sincere thanks for his years of friendly co-
operation and unselfish service. We wish to acknowledge our indebtedness for
many helpful suggestions to Professors Alice M. Baldwin, A. B. Benson, G. L.
Burr, S. B. Harding and C. H. Hull, to Mr. R. L. Morrow, Mr. G. W. Robinson
and Miss Anna M. Monrad; and for aid in the preparation of the manuscript to
Mrs. Alexander Cowie, Miss Margaret Crawford, Miss Ruth M. Lind, Mr. L. G.
Wells and Professor L. J. Meyer. We wish to express especially also our appre-
ciation of the generous assistance given us by the section editors, more than three
hundred reviewers, and by the Macmillan Company.

Wrnriam H. Airison
Sioney B. Fay
Avucustus H. SHEARER
Henrv R. SHIPMAN

December, 1930.
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