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PREFACE
N

History is an encounter with the past, and the past is a history of encounters.
This book is designed to introduce students to both of these sorts of encounters.

APPROACH

The past as a history of encounters is the organizing theme of this book. Each
chapter consists of primary sources illustrating various encounters between and
within civilizations and cultures. Some encounters involved one group of humans
meeting another group of humans, and so encountering different ways of life,
modes of thought, and ambitions. Some of these sorts of encounters produced
violent confrontations: the meeting of settled farming-based societies with no-
madic herding-based societies, or the encounter of industry-based imperial pow-
ers with nonindustrial peoples in the nineteenth century, often resulted in warfare.
But many, as in the encounters different peoples had with practitioners of new re-
ligions, were peaceful, resulting in exchanges of ideas, goods, and populations.
Sometimes such encounters produced both peaceful and violent outcomes. The
variety of human encounters is one of the things that makes studying history so
interesting.

Another sort of encounter this book presents is more abstract, involving not
the meeting of separate groups of people, but the encounter of groups of people
with their environment, and even more abstractly, the encounter of groups of peo-
ple with the problems of living together in a functioning society. People encoun-
tered nature and their need to explain it; they encountered the conflict between
the need for social order and the need for individual freedom and generated codes
of behavior; and they encountered divisions in their society, whether based on
gender, class, or other sorts of divisions.

We strove to put before the student substantive selections that present the
historical evidence for cultural encounters as directly as possible, but in a context
that makes the problems the sources address comprehensible. The problem of
context and comprehension is a perennial issue in World Civilization courses; we
believe the “encounter” format will be effective both in enriching students’ under-
standing and in helping to provide unity and coherence to the ideas that instruc-
tors are trying to get across.
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In presenting not a finished narrative of world history, but a selection of
sources on which such a narrative could be based, this book shows students some
of the evidence that historians use and invites them to interpret that evidence
themselves and come to their own conclusions. In other words, it invites them to
become historians and to join the constant work in progress that is history.

GENERAL ORGANIZATION AND PRIMARY SOURCES

While “encounters” serves as our overall conceptual device, the book is organized
in a broadly chronological fashion, and each chapter is organized around a partic-
ular theme. In this way, we have been able to introduce general concepts such as
authority, violence, gender, transcendent spirituality, and so on, concepts that are
useful in the analysis of concrete historical situations from global human history.
We hope by means of the encounters idea and the thematic elements integrated
into the various chapters to participate productively in the current effort to pre-
sent world civilization and history in an integrated and meaningful fashion. We
aspire, as well, to assist instructors in providing students not merely with new
information, but also with new ways of thinking about the human historical
experience.

To provide instructors flexibility in their assignments, we have sought to in-
corporate a range of civilizations and to rely on as diverse a set of “texts”—includ-
ing various nonwritten materials—as possible. The encounters themselves were
chosen according to criteria of (1) cross-cultural interest or significance, (2) ap-
propriateness to the chronological periods of world history, and (3) applicability
to classroom instruction. It is our desire that instructors in all areas of specializa-
tion, research interest, and pedagogical approach find in our reader materials that
suit their purposes and help them communicate their interpretations of world civi-
lization to their students. To that end, the selections have been judiciously edited
to be manageable for students, while retaining enough length to provide a fuller
feel for the civilizations that produced these sources and allow students to formu-
late their own opinions.

We have tried to arrive at a useful mix of new materials and of “classic,” well-
established sources. In many cases, even when we have included well-known
sources, we have used nontraditional selections or edited the material in novel
ways consistent with the perspective of a given chapter’s theme. The inclusion of
both new materials and new approaches to traditional sources makes this book
unique.

CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

Each chapter begins with a general introduction, providing students with the con-
text and background required to appreciate the sources that follow. For example,
we attempt to connect particular historical encounters with modern versions of
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the same sorts of encounters. Comparing how different societies have handled
similar problems again shows the variety of human experience, but also offers les-
sons (if only, at times, in what not to do!). The possibility of learning from the
past is another valuable outcome of studying history.

A set of general questions follows the chapter introduction, to orient readers
and help them make connections among all of the sources in the chapter. Brief
Introductions to each group of related sources outline the cultural and historical
context in which the encounter occurred and, just as importantly, seek to locate
the encounter conceptually for readers without telling them what to think or
what they will discover in exploring the sources themselves. Similarly, a set of
Questions to Consider precedes each group of sources, guiding students’ reading
without telling them what to think or burdening them with a theoretical appara-
tus. It is our intention that the dialogue established between the documents will
(1) give the students a richer information source on which to base their judg-
ments and (2) by focusing on perceptions and ways of “seeing” the other, allow
for student assessments even in the absence of extensive background information
on the specific cultures.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many people contributed to making this book both possible and better than it
otherwise would have been. The authors would like to thank the following re-
viewers, who read the manuscript and oftered helpful feedback:

Thomas Callahan Douglas B. Chambers

Rider University University of Southern Mississippi
Denise Z. Davidson Paul B. Goodwin, Jr.

Georgin State University University of Connecticut
Russell A. Hart Scott W. Howlett

Hawai’i Pacific University Saddleback College

Jonathan Judaken Eric C. Rust

University of Memphis Baylor University

William A. Wood
Point Loma Nazarene University

Sanders, Nelson, and Ellenberger would like to thank those Naval Academy col-
leagues who so generously shared their scholarly expertise and their teaching ex-
perience during many lunchtime teaching seminars and corridor chats. They note
with particular gratitude the patient advice rendered by Larry Thompson, Dan
Masterson, Mary DeCredico, David Peeler, Ernie Tucker, Maochun Yu, Brian
VanDeMark, Lori Bogle, and Allison Mellis. In addition to his erudition and col-
legial assistance, Rich Abels put us in touch with Stephen Morillo. They also express



XXiV  PREFACE

their deep appreciation to Barbara Manvel of Nimitz Library, who chased down
our obscure references and rare sources with unflagging energy and resourceful-
ness. Morillo thanks Wabash College, Hawai’i Pacific University, and the National
Endowment for the Humanities for jointly funding the sabbatical year during
which much of his work was accomplished; his colleagues, especially in the His-
tory Department and the Cultures and Traditions Program at Wabash, for sugges-
tions and ongoing communal discussions about teaching primary sources (with
special thanks to David Blix and Joe Day); and Judy Oswalt for valuable technical
assistance. Finally, all the authors would like to express our appreciation to Lyn
Uhl, who has been a patient, supportive, and knowledgeable editor throughout
this long process, and to Kristen Mellitt and the rest of the McGraw-Hill staff, who
skillfully picked up the project and steered it through the final shoals to completion.

Thomas Sanders
Samuel H. Nelson
Stephen Morillo
Nancy Ellenberger



BRIEF CONTENTS
@GN

Preface  xxi

pART ONE  EARLY HUMAN SOCIETIES TO 600 BCE
1 Doing History: Using Evidence to

Unlock the Human Past 3
2 Creation-Origin Myths and the Mythic Mode

of Thought 31
3 Kingship and Authority in the Ancient World 61

PART Two  FOUNDATION CULTURES: 600 BCE TO 300 CE

4 Individual Ethics and Social Responsibility 85
5 Empires, War, and Order 124
6 Women in the Ancient World 150

PART THREE THE TRADITIONAL WORLD: 300 CE TO 1100 CE
7 Encounters with the “Other”:

Nomads and Sedentary Societies 179
8 Encountering Transcendent Reality:
The Rise of the Salvation Religions 206
9 Conversion Encounters:
The Spread of the Salvation Religions 235
10 The Artist Encounters Life:
Literature and Social Values 267

PART FOUR TOWARD A GLOBAL WORLD: 1100 CE TO 1500 CE

11 The Encounters between War and Religion 307
12 Land, Law, and Lordship 331
13 Intellectual Traditions 360
14 Illness and Therapy in the Plague Years 385

15 Expanding Global Encounters in the Fourteenth
through Sixteenth Centuries 422

ix



CONTENTS
@O\

Preface  xxi

PART ONE
EARLY HUMAN SOCIETIES TO 600 BCE

CHAPTER 1 DoING HiISTORY: USING EVIDENCE TO UNLOCK
THE HuMAN PAST 3

INTRODUCTION 3
Sources and Evidence 4
Early Human History 5
Chapter Questions 7

THE HUMAN TOOLKIT 7
Questions to Consider 9

UrPER PALEOLITHIC STONE TOOLS AND HABITATION 12
The Human Toolkit and the Human Encounter with Nature 14

THE EMERGENCE OF ART AND RITUAL 14

Questions to Consider 17

Art, Ritual, and Humans’ Encounter with Themselves 21
SETTLEMENT, TRADE, AND AGRICULTURE 22

Questions to Consider 23

Settlement, Trade, Agriculture, and the Human Encounter with
Complex Social Organization 30

CHAPTER2  CREATION-ORIGIN MYTHS AND THE MYTHIC
MODE OF THOUGHT 31

INTRODUCTION 31
Chapter Questions 34

A CREATION MYTH FROM ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA 34
Questions to Consider 35
READING: The Epic of Gilgamesh 35

Xi



Xil CONTENTS

HiNnDU CREATION MYTHS 42
Questions to Consider 44
READING: Purushasukta (Purusha Hymn) 44
READING: Code of Manu 45

THE CREATION STORY OF THE JEWS 46
Questions to Consider 47
READING: The Book of Genesis 48

THE CLASSICAL CREATION STORY OF MESOAMERICA 52
Questions to Consider 53
READING: Popol Vuh 54
Notes 60

CHAPTER3  KINGSHIP AND AUTHORITY
IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 61

INTRODUCTION 61
Chapter Questions 63

KINGSHIP IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA 64
Questions to Consider 65
READING: Code of Hammurabi 65

KINGSHIP IN ANCIENT ASSYRIA 69
Questions to Consider 69
READING: Advice to a Prince 70

KINGSHIP IN ISRAEL 71
Questions to Consider 72
READING: I Samuel 73

KINGSHIP IN INDIA 75
Questions to Consider 76
READING: The Ramayana 77

KINGSHIP IN CHINA 78
Questions to Consider 79
READING: The Instructions of Yi (The Mandate of Heaven) 80
Notes 81

PART TWO
FOUNDATION CULTURES: 600 BCE TO 300 CE

CHaPTER 4  INDIVIDUAL ETHICS AND SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY 85

INTRODUCTION 85
Chapter Questions 88



CHAPTER 5

THE CHINESE TRADITION 89
The Confucian Tradition 89
Questions to Consider 90
READING: Confucius, The Analects 90

Lao Tzu aND TAOISM 93
Questions to Consider 94
READING: Lao Tzu, Tio te ching 94

HAN FE1 TzZu AND LEGALISM 97
Questions to Consider 98
READING: Han Fei Tzu, The Five Vermin 98

THE GREEK TRADITION 100
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 101
Questions to Consider 102
READING: Pericles’ Funeral Oration 102

SOPHOCLES, ANTIGONE 104
Questions to Consider 105
READING: Sophocles, Antigone 105

THE INDIAN TRADITION 108
The Bhagavad-Gita 109
Questions to Consider 110
READING: The Bhagavad-Gita 110

BuppHIisM 112
Questions to Consider 113
READING: The Teachings of the Buddha 113

SOUTHWEST ASIAN TRADITIONS 115
Persia: Zarathustra, Sayings of the Prophet 115
Questions to Consider 116
READING: Zarathustra, Yasnas 117

THE HEBREWS: SECOND IsA1AH 119
Questions to Consider 120
READING: The Book of Isaiah 120
Notes 123

EMPIRES, WAR, AND ORDER 124

INTRODUCTION 124
Chapter Questions 128

THE CHINESE TRADITION 128
Conducting Warfare 128
Questions to Consider 129
READING: Sun Tzu, The Art of Warfare 129
Interpreting Warfare 134
Questions to Consider 134

CONTENTS

xiii



XiV  CONTENTS

READING: Sima Qian, Records of the Grand Historian 135

THE GREEK TRADITION 137
Questions to Consider 138

READING: Tyrtaeus, Praise of the Virtuosity of the
Citizen Soldier 139

READING: Archilochus, Elegy 140

THE ROMAN TRADITION 140
The Benefits of Warefare 140
Questions to Consider 141

READING: Res Gestae Divi Augusti (The Achievements of the
Divine Augustus) 141

Maintaining Imperial Rule 143
Questions to Consider 144
READING: Josephus, The Jewish Wars 145

THE INDIAN TRADITION 146
Questioning Warfare 146
Questions to Consider 147
READING: Asoka, Rock and Pillar Edicts 148

CHAaPTER6  WOMEN IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 150

INTRODUCTION 150
Chapter Questions 153

WOMEN IN THE HOMERIC WORLD: THE ODYSSEY 153
Questions to Consider 155
READING: Homer, The Odyssey 155

A PUBLIC PROTEST DEMONSTRATION
BY ELITE ROMAN WOMEN 157
Questions to Consider 159
READING: Livy, History of Rome, BOOK XXXIV I-H 159

WOMEN AND CONFUCIAN VALUES IN CHINA 161
Questions to Consider 162
READING: Ban Zhao, Lessons for Women 163

A MARTYRED CHRISTIAN WOMAN IN ROMAN NORTH AFRICA
Questions to Consider 169

READING: The Martyrdom of Perpetua, A Christian Woman
in Roman North Africa 169

WOMEN IN CLASSICAL HINDU CULTURE 172
Questions to Consider 173
READING: Code of Manu 173
Notes 175

167



CONTENTS

PART THREE

THE TRADITIONAL WORLD: 300 CceE 1O 1100 CE

CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 8

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE “OTHER”:
NOMADS AND SEDENTARY SOCIETIES 179

INTRODUCTION 179
Chapter Questions 182

DESCRIBING THE OTHER 182
Questions to Consider 183

READING: Han Shu: Han Chinese Descriptions
of the Xiongnu 183

A ROMAN VIEws THE HUNS 188
Questions to Consider 189
READING: Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae 189

BYZANTIUM AND BARBARIANS 190
Questions to Consider 191

READING: Constantine Porphyrogenitus,
De Adwministrando Imperio 192

ISLAM AND THE MONGOL SCOURGE 195
Questions to Consider 196
READING: Ibn al-Athir, Description of Mongol Conquests 196

A VENETIAN VISITS THE MONGOLS 199
Questions to Consider 200
READING: Marco Polo, Travels 201

ENCOUNTERING TRANSCENDENT REALITY:
THE RISE OF THE SALVATION RELIGIONS 206

INTRODUCTION 206
Chapter Questions 209

MAHAYANA BUDDHISM 209
Questions to Consider 210
READING: The Lotus Sutra 211

DEevoTioNAL HINDUISM 216
Questions to Consider 217
READING: The Vishnu Purana 217

CHRISTIANITY 221
Questions to Consider 222
READING: The New Testament 223

XV



XVi  CONTENTS

IsLam 227
Questions to Consider 228
READING: The Qur’an 229
Notes 234

CHAPTER9  CONVERSION ENCOUNTERS:
THE SPREAD OF THE SALVATION RELIGIONS 235

INTRODUCTION 235
Chapter Questions 239

THE SPREAD OF BUDDHISM 240
Buddhism in China 240
Questions to Consider 241
READING: Mou Tzu, The Disposition of Error 242
READING: The Platform Scripture of the Sixth Patriarch 244
Buddhism in Japan 245
Questions to Consider 246
READING: Nihongi, Book XXV 247

THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY 249
The Latin Church in Western Europe 249
Questions to Consider 250
READING: Gregory Bishop of Tours, History of the Franks 251
The Greek Church in Eastern Europe 253
Questions to Consider 254
READING: Povest’ vremennykh let:
The Russian Primary Chronicle 255

THE SPREAD OF IsLAM 258
Conquest and Conversion in the Early Caliphate 258
Questions to Consider 259
READING: The Pact of Umar 260
Travel, Trade, and Conversion in the Islamic World 261
Questions to Consider 262

READING: Ibn Battuta, A Donation to Those Interested
in Curiosities 262
Notes 265

CHAPTER 10 THE ARTIST ENCOUNTERS LIFE:
LITERATURE AND SOCIAL VALUES 267

INTRODUCTION 267
Chapter Questions 269

ELITE VALUES IN HEIAN JAPAN 269
Questions to Consider 271



