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To an Anxious Friend

You tell me that law is above freedom of utterance.
And I reply that you can have no wise laws nor free
enforcement of wise laws unless there is free expression
of the wisdom of the people—and, alas, their folly with
it. But if there is freedom, folly will die of its own
poison, and the wisdom will survive. That is the history
of the race. It is the proof of Man’s kinship with God.
You say that freedom of utterance is not for time of
stress, and I reply with the sad truth that only in time
of stress is freedom of utterance in danger. No one
questions it in calm days, because it is not needed. And
the reverse is true also; only when free utterance is
suppressed is it needed and when it is needed, it is most
vital to justice. Peace is good. But if you are interested
in peace through force and without discussion, that is
to say, free utterance decently and in order—your in-
terest in justice is slight. And peace without justice is
tyranny, no matter how you may sugar coat it with
expediency. This state today is in more danger from
suppression than from violence, because, in the end,
suppression leads to violence. Violence, indeed, is the
child of suppression. Whoever pleads for justice helps
to keep the peace; and whoever tramples upon the plea
for justice, temperately made in the name of peace,
only outrages peace and kills something fine in the
heart of man which God put there when we got our
manhood. When that is killed, brute meets brute on
each side of the line.

So, dear friend, put fear out of your heart. This
nation will survive, this state will prosper, the orderly
business of life will go forward if only men can speak
in whatever way given them to utter what their hearts
hold—by voice, by posted card, by letter or by press.
Reason never has failed men. Only force and repres-
sion have made the wrecks in the world.

WirLiam ALLEN WHITE
Emporia Gazette, July 27, 1922



A Note on the Revised Edition

IN THE YEARs since the first edition of this volume ap-
peared there has been an impressive revaluation of much
American history, and substantial scholarship has been
published to support ideas that were largely suggestive
and tentative at the end of the 1940’s. This revision
attempts to balance this newer scholarship against tradi-
tional interpretations but without, it is hoped, em-
phasizing what may turn out to be mere fashions in
contemporary history. The book remains loyal to the
original intention of providing a full analysis of Amer-
ican history that is true to the complexity of events and
a fair test of the student’s best possibilities as a serious
scholar.

Harry J. CARMAN
Harorp C. SYRETT

Bernarp W. WisHY



Preface

J. B. Black in The Art of History contends that every
age interprets “the record of the past in the light of its
own ideas.” We have preferred to take Black’s words
as a warning to historians rather than as a definition of
written history, for we have made a conscious effort to
judge the past in the light of the past and to avoid im-
posing the standards of our generation upon preceding
generations. On the other hand, we have not renounced
our right to interpret the past, for we have constantly
tried to present the events of American history with a
thesis in mind and to point out what we think is the
significance of these events.

Our approach to history is eclectic. We do not
think that the past should be studied from a single view-
point or that it can be explained by one theory to the
exclusion of all other theories. But, while rejecting any
over-all thesis, we have not failed to take a stand on
controversial issues. In each instance the nature of the
issue has helped to determine our stand; and the fact
that we have advanced a succession of different inter-
pretations rather than used the same interpretations for
a succession of events accurately reflects our convic-
tion that every historical event is unique.

The organization of these volumes represents a
compromise between the chronological and topical ap-
proaches to the material under consideration. We have
divided American history into a number of compara-
tively large periods, and within each period we have
dealt with a series of major topics. This method neces-
sitates some repetition, but in a book that is designed
for students repetition, in our view, is an asset rather



§ Preface

than a defect. We have proceeded on the hypothesis
that no part or period of American history is inherently
more important than any other, and we have therefore
sought to present in all its aspects the history of the
American people. '

Harry J. CARMAN
HaroLp C. SYRETT

Bernarp W. WisHY
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