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Preface
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Teachers of the Western Civilization survey
have long recognized the pedagogical value of
primary sources, which are the raw materials of
history. The fourth edition of Sources of the West-
ern Tradition contains a wide assortment of doc-
uments—over 300 aad virtually all primary
sources—that have been carefully selected and
edited to fit the needs of the survey and to sup-
plement standard texts.

We have based our choice of documents for
the two volumes on several criteria. In order to
introduce students to those ideas and values that
characterize the Western tradition, Soxrces of the
Western Tradition emphasizes primarily the works
of the great thinkers. While focusing on the
great ideas that have shaped the Western her-
itage, however, the reader also provides a bal-
anced treatment of political, economic, and
social history. We have tried to select documents
that capture the characteristic outlook of an age
and that provide a sense of the movement and
development of Western history. The readings
are of sufficient length to convey their essential
meaning, and we have carefully extracted those
passages that focus on the documents’ main ideas.

An important feature of the reader is the
grouping of several documents that illuminate
a single theme; such a constellation of related
readings reinforces understanding of impor-
tant themes and invites comparison, analysis,
and interpretation. In Volume I, Chapter 6, for
example, Section 6, “The Christian World-View,”
contains three readings: The City of God, by
Saint Augustine, “The Christian Way of Life,”
by Saint Benedict, and “Church and State,” by
Gelasius. In Volume II, Chapter 8, “Politics and
Society, 1845-1914,” Section 2, “The Lower
Classes” contains four readings: “The Pains of
Poverty,” by Jeanne Bouvier, “The Yearning for
Social Justice,” by Nikolaus Osterroth, In Dark-
est England, by William Booth, and “Working

Conditions for Women in Russian Factories,”
by M. I. Pokzovskaya.

An overriding concern of the editors in prepar-
ing this compilation was to make the documents
accessible—to enable students to comprehend
and to interpret historical documents on their
own. We have provided several pedagogical fea-
tures to facilitate this aim. Introductions of
three types explain the historical setting, the
authors’ intent, and the meaning and signifi-
cance of the readings. First, introductions to
each of the twenty-three chapters provide com-
prehensive overviews to periods. Second, intro-
ductions to each numbered section or grouping
treat the historical background for the read-
ing(s) that follow(s). Third, each reading has a
brief headnote that provides specific details
about that reading.

Within some readings, interlinear notes,
clearly set off from the text of the document,
serve as transitions and suggest the main themes
of the passages that follow. Used primarily in
longer extracts of the great thinkers, these in-
terlinear notes help to guide students through
the readings.

To aid students’ comprehension, brief, brack-
eted editorial definitions or notes that explain
unfamiliar or foreign terms are inserted into the
running text. When terms or concepts in the
documents require fuller explanations, these ap-
pear at the bottom of pages as editors’ footnotes.
Where helpful, we have retained the notes of au-
thors, translators, or editors from whose works
the documents were acquired. (The latter have
asterisks, daggers, etcetera, to distinguish them
from our numbered explanatory notes.) The
review questions that appear at the ends of sec-
tions enable students to check their understand-
ing of the documents; sometimes the questions
ask for comparisons with other readings, link-
ing or contrasting key concepts.
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For ancient sources, we have generally se-
lected recent translations that are both faithful
to the text and readable. For some seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century English documents,
the archaic spelling has been retained, when
this does not preclude comprehension, in order
to show students how the English language has
evolved over time.

For the fourth edition, we have reworked most
chapters, dropping some documents and adding
new ones. All new documents have been care-
fully edited: extraneous passages deleted, notes
inserted to explain historical events, names iden-
tified, and technical terms defined. Wherever
possible, we have extended the constellation
format that groups related documents into one
section.

The fourth edition of Volume I contains more
than thirty new sources. For example, in Chapter
1, a new section from Mesopotamian wisdom lit-
erature illustrates the pessimistic attitude that
characterized the Mesopotamian outlook. A sec-
ond section, “Love, Passion, and Misogyny,” deals
with male-female relationships in ancient Egypt.
Added to Chapter 2 is a piece from Amos illus-
trating the prophet’s concern for social justice
and an excerpt from the Book of Job that raises
the timeless question: Why do good people
suffer? Added to Chapter 3 are passages from
Herodotus, The Histories and from Aristotle,
Nicomachean Ethics. Seneca’s astute advice on
rearing children is incorporated into Chapter 5.
Inserted in Chapter 7 is material on Byzantine
and Islamic civilizations, including excerpts
from the Koran. Also in that chapter, a passage
on Saint Boniface is added to the constellation
“Converting the Germanic Peoples to Christian-
ity.” The most significant change in Chapter 8
is the addition of several troubadour poems. A
new constellation, “The Spread of the Renais-
sance,” which contains several passages from
Shakespeare’s plays, is added to Chapter 9. Chap-
ter 11 contains two additional constellations:
“The Witch Craze” and “The Court of Louis IV.”
In addition, accounts from two seventeenth-
century slave traders are added to the section on
slavery. William Harvey’s report of his discovery

of the circulation of blood is inserted in Chapter
12. A new constellation, “Epistemology and Ed-
ucation,” containing passages from Locke,
Helvétius, and Rousseau, is included in Chapter
13. Two other new selections in this chapter are
John Howard’s account of England’s prisons and
Condorcet’s condemnation of slavery.

Volume II contains about thirty-five new se-
lections and an added chapter (Chapter 9) on
European imperialism. The constellation, “Ex-
pansion of Human Rights,” inserted into Chap-
ter 4, shows how reformers extended the ideals of
revolution to women, Jews, and Blacks. In Chap-
ter 8, the new constellation, “The Irish Potato
Famine,” deals with a topic that has received
considerable attention in recent years. The selec-
tions in the new Chapter 9 are grouped in four
constellations: “The Spirit of British Imperial-
ism,” “Seeking a Place in the Sun,” “European
Rule in Africa,” and “British Rule in India.” In
Chapter 11, examples of the powerful war poetry
of Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen are in-
cluded. Also added to this chapter is a German
woman’s description of the hostility faced by
newly employed female workers. Excerpts from
True Stories, a recent work by Lev Razgon, a sur-
vivor of Stalin’s camps, are included in Chapter
12. Chapter 13 contains two new selections on
the battle of Stalingrad, one written by a Russian
and the other by a German. Inserted in the
concluding Chapter 14 is a constellation on the
Cold War, which includes passages from Win-
ston Churchill, George F. Kennan, and Nikita
Khrushchev. The last section, “Toward the
Twenty-First Century,” contains selections by
Samuel P. Huntington and Michael T. Klare
assessing the direction of global tensions.

To accompany the fourth edition is a revised
Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Items by
Professor Diane Moczar of Northern Virginia
Community College. In addition to an intro-
duction with suggestions on how to use Soxrces
of the Western Tradition in class, there are chap-
ter overviews, summaries of the sections, and,
for each chapter, several questions for discus-
sion or essay assignments and ten to twenty
multiple-choice questions.
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Introduction
The Middle Ages and the Modern World

e O

Historians have traditionally divided Western
history into three broad periods: ancient, me-
dieval, and modern. What is meant by mod-
ernity? What has the modern world inherited
from the Middle Ages? How does the modern
West differ fundamentally from the Middle
Ages?!

Medieval civilization began to decline in the
fourteenth century, but no dark age compara-
ble to the three centuries following Rome’s fall
descended on Europe; its economic and politi-
cal institutions and technological skills had
grown too strong. Instead, the waning of the
Middle Ages opened up possibilities for an-
other stage in Western civilization: the mod-
ern age.

The modern world is linked to the Middle
Ages in innumerable ways. European cities,
the middle class, the state system, English
common law, universities—all had their ori-
gins in the Middle Ages. During medieval
times, important advances were made in busi-
ness practices, including partnerships, system-
atic bookkeeping, and the bill of exchange. By
translating and commenting on the writings of
Greek and Arabic thinkers, medieval scholars
preserved a priceless intellectual heritage,
without which the modern mind could never
have evolved. In addition, numerous strands
connect the thought of the scholastics and that
of early modern philosophers.

Feudal traditions lasted long after the Mid-
dle Ages. Up to the French Revolution, for
instance, French aristocrats enjoyed special
privileges and exercised power over local govern-
ment. In England, the aristocracy controlled
local government until the Industrial Revolu-

!Material for this introduction is taken from Marvin
Perry, et al., Western Civilization, Sth ed. (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1996), pp. 290-295.
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tion transformed English society in the nine-
teenth century. Retaining the medieval ideal
of the noble warrior, aristocrats continued to
dominate the officer corps of European armies
through the nineteenth century and even into
the twentieth. Aristocratic notions of duty,
honor, loyalty, and courtly love have endured
into the twentieth century.

During the Middle Ages, Europeans began
to take the lead over the Muslims, the Byzan-
tines, the Chinese, and all the other peoples in
the use of technology. Medieval technology
and inventiveness stemmed in part from Chris-
tianity, which taught that God had created the
world specifically for human beings to subdue
and exploit. Consequently, medieval people em-
ployed animal power and labor-saving ma-
chinery to relieve human drudgery. Moreover,
Christianity taught that God was above na-
ture, not within it, so the Christian had no
spiritual obstacle to exploiting nature—un-
like, for instance, the Hindu. In contrast to
classical humanism, the Christian outlook did
not consider manual work degrading; even
monks combined it with study.

The Christian stress on the sacred worth of
the individual and on the higher law of God
has never ceased to influence Western civiliza-
tion. Even though in modern times the various
Christian churches have not often taken the
lead in political and social reform, the ideals
identified with the Judeo-Christian tradition
have become part of the Western heritage. As
such, they have inspired social reformers who
may no longer identify with their ancestral
religion.

Believing that God’s law was superior to
state or national decrees, medieval philoso-
phers provided a theoretical basis for opposing
tyrannical kings who violated Christian prin-
ciples. The idea that both the ruler and the
ruled are bound by a higher law would, in a



secularized form, become a principal element
of modern liberal thought.

Feudalism also contributed to the history of
liberty. According to feudal theory, the king,
as a member of the feudal community, was
duty-bound to honor agreements made with
his vassals. Lords possessed personal rights,
which the king was obliged to respect. Resent-
ful of a king who ran roughshod over cus-
tomary feudal rights, lords also negotiated
contracts with the crown, such as the famous
Magna Carta (1215), to define and guard their
customary liberties. To protect themselves
from the arbitrary behavior of a king, feudal
lords initiated what came to be called govern-
ment by consent and the rule of law.

During the Middle Ages, then, there gradu-
ally emerged the idea that law was not im-
posed on inferiors by an absolute monarch but
required the collaboration of the king and his
subjects; that the king, too, was bound by the
law; and that lords had the right to resist a
monarch who violated agreements. A related
phenomenon was the rise of representative in-
stitutions, with which the king was expected
to consult on the realm’s affairs. The most
notable such institution was the British Par-
liament; although subordinate to the king, it
became a permanent part of the state. Later,
in the seventeenth century, Parliament would
successfully challenge royal authority. Thus,
continuity exists between the feudal tradition
of a king bound by law and the modern prac-
tice of limiting the authority of the head of
state.

Although the elements of continuity are
clear, the characteristic outlook of the Middle
Ages is as different from that of the modern
age as it was from the outlook of the ancient
world. Religion was the integrating feature of
the Middle Ages, whereas science and secular-
ism—a preoccupation with worldly life—de-
termine the modern outlook. The period from
the Iralian Renaissance of the fifteenth century
through the eighteenth-century Age of En-
lightenment constituted a gradual breaking
away from the medieval world-view—a rejec-
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tion of the medieval conception of nature, the
individual, and the purpose of life. The tran-
sition from medieval to modern was neither
sudden nor complete, for there are no sharp de-
marcation lines separating historical periods.
While many distinctively medieval ways en-
dured in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and even
eighteenth centuries, these centuries saw as
well the rise of new intellectual, political, and
economic forms, which marked the emergence
of modernity.

Medieval thought began with the existence
of God and the truth of his revelation as inter-
preted by the church, which set the standards
and defined the purposes for human endeavor.
The medieval mind rejected the fundamental
principle of Greek philosophy: the autonomy
of reason. Without the guidance of revealed
truth, reason was seen as feeble.

Scholastics engaged in genuine philosoph-
ical speculation, but they did not allow phi-
losophy to challenge the basic premises of
their faith. Unlike either ancient or modern
thinkers, medieval schoolmen ultimately be-
lieved that reason alone could not provide a
unified view of nature or society. A rational
soul had to be guided by a divine light. For all
medieval philosophers, the natural order de-
pended on a supernatural order for its origin
and purpose. To understand the natural world
properly, it was necessary to know its relation-
ship to the higher world. The discoveries of
reason had to accord with Scripture as inter-
preted by the church. In medieval thought,
says historian-philosopher Ernst Cassirer,

neither science nor morality, neither law nor
state, can be erected on its own foundations.
Supernatural assistance is always needed to
bring them to true perfection. . .. Reason
is and remains the servant of revelation;
within the sphere of natural intellectual and
psychological forces, reason leads toward,
and prepares the ground for, revelation.2

2Ernst Cassirer, The Philosophy of the Enlightenment (Boston:

Beacon, 1955), p. 40.
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In the modern view, both nature and the
human intellect are self-sufficient. Nature is
a mathematical system that operates without
miracles or any other form of divine interven-
tion. To comprehend nature and society, the
mind needs no divine assistance; it accepts no
authority above reason. The modern mentality
finds it unacceptable to reject the conclusions
of science on the basis of clerical authority and
revelation or to ground politics, law, or eco-
nomics on religious dogma. It refuses to settle
public issues by appeals to religious belief.

The medieval philosopher understood both
nature and society to be a hierarchical order. God
was the source of moral values, and the church
was responsible for teaching and upholding
these ethical norms. Kings acquired their right
to rule from God. The entire social structure
constituted a hierarchy: the clergy guided soci-
ety according to Christian standards; lords de-
fended Christian society from its enemies; and
serfs, lowest in the social order, toiled for the
good of all. In the hierarchy of knowledge, a
lower form of knowledge derived from the
senses, and the highest type of knowledge, theol-
ogy, dealt with God’s revelation. To the medieval
mind, this hierarchical ordering of nature, soci-
ety, and knowledge had a divine sanction.

Rejecting the medieval division of the uni-
verse into higher and lower realms and supe-
rior and inferior substances, the modern view
postulated the uniformity of nature and na-
ture’s laws: the cosmos knows no privilege of
rank; heavenly bodies follow the same laws of
nature as earthly objects. Space is geometric
and homogeneous, not hierarchical, heteroge-
neous, and qualitative. The universe was no
longer conceived as finite and closed but as in-
finite, and the operations of nature were ex-
plained mathematically. The modern thinker
studies mathematical law and chemical com-
position, not grades of perfection. Spiritual
meaning is not sought in an examination of the
material world. Roger Bacon, for example, de-
scribed seven coverings of the eye and then
concluded that God had fashioned the eye in
this manner in order to express the seven gifts
of the Spirit. This way of thinking is alien to the

modern outlook. So, too, is the medieval belief
that natural disasters, such as plagues and
famines, are God’s punishments for people’s sins.

The outlook of the modern West also broke
with the rigid division of medieval society into
three orders: clergy, nobles, and commoners.
The intellectual justification for this arrange-
ment, as expressed by the English prelate John
of Salisbury (c. 1115-1180), has been rejected
by modern Westerners: “For inferiors owe it to
their superiors to provide them with service,
just as the superiors in their turn owe it to
their inferiors to provide them with all things
needful for their protection and succor.”? Op-
posing the feudal principle that an individual’s
obligations and rights are a function of his or
her rank in society, the modern view stressed
equality of opportunity and equal treatment
under the law. It rejected the idea that society
should be guided by clergy, who were deemed
to possess a special wisdom; by nobles, who were
entitled to special privileges; and by monarchs,
who were thought to receive their power from
God.

The modern West also rejected the personal
and customary character of feudal law. As the
modern state developed, law assumed an im-
personal and objective character. For example,
if the lord demanded more than the customary
forty days of military service, the vassal might
refuse to comply, because he would see the lord’s
request as an unpardonable violation of custom
and agreement, as well as an infringement on his
liberties. In the modern state, with a constitu-
tion and a representative assembly, if a new law
increasing the length of military service is
passed, it merely replaces the old law. People
do not refuse to obey it because the govern-
ment has broken faith or violated custom.

In the modern world, the individual’s rela-
tionship to the universe has been radically trans-
formed. Medieval people lived in a geocentric
universe that was finite in space and time. The
universe was small, enclosed by a sphere of stars,
beyond which were the heavens. The universe,

3John of Salisbury, Policraticus, trans. John Dickinson
(New York: Russell & Russell, 1963), pp. 243—244.



it was believed, was some four thousand years
old, and, in the not-too-distant future, Christ
would return and human history would end.
People in the Middle Ages knew why they were
on earth and what was expected of them; they
never doubted that heaven would be their re-
ward for living a Christian life. Preparation for
heaven was the ultimate aim of life. J. H. Ran-
dall, Jr., a historian of ideas, eloquently sums
up the medieval view of a purposeful universe,
in which the human being’s position was clearly
defined:

The world was governed throughout by
the omnipotent will and omniscient mind
of God, whose sole interests were centered
in man, his trial, his fall, his suffering and
his glory. Worm of the dust as he was, man
was yet the central object in the whole uni-
verse. . . . And when his destiny was com-
pleted, the heavens would be rolled up as a
scroll and he would dwell with the Lord for-
ever. Only those who rejected God’s freely
offered grace and with hardened hearts re-
fused repentance would be cut off from this
eternal life.4

This comforting medieval vision is alien to
the modern outlook. Today, in a universe some

4]. H. Randall, Jr., The Making of the Modern Mind
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1940), p. 34.
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12 billion years old, in which the earth is a tiny
speck floating in an endless cosmic ocean, where
life evolved over tens of millions of years, many
Westerners no longer believe that human be-
ings are special children of God; that heaven is
their ultimate goal; that under their feet is
hell, where grotesque demons torment sinners;
and that God is an active agent in human his-
tory. To many intellectuals, the universe seems
unresponsive to the religious supplications of
people, and life’s purpose is sought within the
limits of earthly existence. Science and seculat-
ism have driven Christianity and faith from
their central position to the periphery of hu-
man concerns.

The modern outlook developed gradually from
the Renaissance to the eighteenth-century Age
of Enlightenment. Mathematics rendered the
universe comprehensible. Economic and politi-
cal thought broke free of the religious frame of
reference. Science became the great hope of the
future. The thinkers of the Enlightenment
wanted to liberate humanity from superstition,
ignorance, and traditions that could not pass
the test of reason. They saw themselves as eman-
cipating culture from theological dogma and
clerical authority. Rejecting the Christian idea
of a person’s inherent sinfulness, they held that
the individual was basically good and that evil
resulted from faulty institutions, poor educa-
tion, and bad leadership. Thus, the concept of
a rational and free society in which individuals
could realize their potential slowly emerged.
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CHAPTER 1

The Rise of Modernity

THE TRIUMPH OF GALETEA, Raphael, 1513. This fresco from the Palazzo della Farnesina in Rome
exemplifies the Renaissance artist’s elevation of the human form. The mythological subject is also
humanistic in its evocation of the ancient Greek tradition. (Giraudon/Art Resource, N.Y.)
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